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General Esperon 58 killed 4 soldiers killed MTRCB suspends IPU mission report blasts 
redeploystroops in Pakistan in Bossi search, Fr. Nico for shouting at GMA administration 
in Metro Manila mosquesiege Marines report censors chief Laguardia for ‘Batasan 6’ case 


‘Women drawn to men NBI: Show biz celebs 
with muscles, not money’ БАРЕ АЈ М Е D Al lY invested in Francswiss 


CHICAGO—MUSCULAR By Arlyn dela Cruz, Contributor 


young men are likely to Я ў М 1 4 Tta G Sante. 
haemoresexpartnes _ | E 


than their less-chlseled ACTRESS ARA MINA SAID "NO" THREE TIMES. 
peers, accordingtore- — MM But other show biz celebrities succumbed to the 
searchers at the University temptation of high returns on their investment 
S BALANCED s,FEARLESS VIEWS ЕЕ 
1e study, published on es edm ^ З 
Monday in the Personality The victims include TV and media personali- 
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By Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Christine О, Avendano 


Burgos, Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- Р | а Й " We Ordained a priest 

mita said yesterday. j Arrest and bring N in 2004 Madhu 
“They have to present themselves and 8 had been working 

show whether they were really involved in Tuguegarao 

or not,” Ermita told reporters on the > since 2005. He was 

plane to Cagayan de Oro, where he 2 ША т 

joined President Macapagal-Arroyo in а Li Prana мари, svo 
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Reds target of terror law 
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GMA: Secure CPP NPA, Abu Sayyaf to be outlawed 


all transport, 


communication, 2 г - : THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WILL ASK THE 


; е courts to outlaw the Communist Party of the 
power agencies "= Philippines, the New People’s Army and the Abu 


Sayyaf once the Human Security Act of 2007 
takes effect on July 15, Executive Secretary Ed- 
лм DE ОВО CITY—EVEN uardo Ermita and Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
fore the Human Security Act could i 
take effect, President Macapagal-Arroyo Ф lez said yesterday. 
already fired her first order—secure all 
power, transportation and communica- 
tion facilities from terrorist attack. 
Addressing a peace and order summit. 
on the implementation of Republic Act 
No. 9372, or the antiterror law, Ms Ar- 
Toyo yesterday also announced she 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana and Leila B. Salaverria 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


Ermita is the chair and Gonza- green light to use wiretapping 
lez the vice chair of the Anti-Ter- and other forms of surveillance 
ror Council that will implement and to seize assets. 
the HSA, or Republic Act No. Lawyers yesterday said the ab- 
9372, which Catholic bishops say sence of implementing rules and 
could be used to quell popular regulations would give law en- 
ш dissent against the Arroyo admin- forcers too much leeway in en- 
would introduce sweeping legislation in слано. fordag the arkiverret lave 
the new Congress that would impose = ‘Theantiterrorlawletsauthori- — Gonzalez said he wrote the 
stiffer penalties on soldiers and police- TOLENTINOS ON THE TARMAC. Ms Arroyo arrives in Cagayan de Oro for the peaceandordersumimit. ties detain suspects for up to Supreme Court on Monday ask- 
men involved in human rights abuses Coincidentally, 3 top brass surnamed Tolentino meet her. From left, Vice Adm. Amable Tolentino, Air three days without charges being ing it to designate the special 
GMASECURE/A6 Force chief Maj. Gen. Horacio Tolentino, Army chief Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolentino. The threearenotrelated. filed in court, and gives them the REDS TARGET/ AIO 


SC junks rebellion raps vs ‘Batasan 6’ with finality y ws. 


By Norman Bordadora Court’s summit on extrajudicial cente Ladlad, Nathanael Santia- administration,” Beltran told Supreme Court denied “with fi- DE 
and Leila B. Salaverria killings and forced disappear- go, Randall Echanis and Rey the INQUIRER. пау" the Office ofthe Solicitor 
ances on July 15-16 immediate- Claro Casambre. “The fight for civil rights in General's appeal of the June 1 
CHAFING IN DETENTION FOR ly after learning that the tri- — "IbegtheindulgenceofChief the Philippines must be decision ordering the dismissal 
Over 15 months, and saddled bunal had thrown ош the rebel- Justice Reynato Puno and ask strengthened and civil rightsde- of the rebellion charges against 
with aP1.3-million hospital ЫШ, lion case against him and fellow foran invitation to the summit.1 fended at all cost. We cannot be the six lawmakers and four civil- 
Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran party-list lawmakers Satur wish to be able to share my ex- denied ourbasicrights and free- ians for lack of evidence and 
yesterday declared himself Ocampo, Joel Virador, Teodoro perience as a Filipino anda pro- doms bya government thatnev- questionable proceedings. 
ready to work even before Casifio (all of Bayan Muna), gressive lawmaker who was ar- er had the legal mandate ofthe Тһе high courts second divi- 
Congress convenes оп July23. Liza Maza (Gabriela) and rested and detained for speak- Filipino people," he said. sion said the OSG had presented 
Beltran, 74, made known his Rafael Mariano (also of ing out against the unjust and In a July 2 resolution made "no substantial argument” in its 


wish to attend the Supreme Anakpawis), and civilians Vi- antipoor policies of the Arroyo public only yesterday the SCIUNMS AI MEARTEKUN ва chihuahua born 


with a heart pattern on its coatata 


Anakpawis |7) | Love blooms while пере 


leader, 72, ит building GK homes 
gu nned down a E By Juan Escandor Jr. ed the GK mission: To build 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 700,000 homes in 7,000 com- 


By Jeffrey Tupas ‘munities in 7 years, with 2010 
Inquirer Mindanao JOSE PANGANIBAN, CA- asthe target date for delivery. 
~ marines Norte—They fell in Тре Gawad Kalinga Com- 
DAVAO CITY—EVEN AS A SUPREME 3 love while helping rebuild munity Development Founda- 
Courled summit on extrajudicial 4 people's lives. tion, which won the Ramon 
killings has yet to take off, a 72-year-old For Jay Antonio Meloto Ш, Magsaysay award for commu- 
coordinator of the militant party-list son of Gawad Kalinga prime nity leadership in 2006, is 
group Anakpawis was shot and killed in- mover Antonio Meloto, and. dedicated to creating "a na- 
side his house in Nabunturan town in 3 Eena Kanapi, love bloomed tion without slums.” Drawing 
‘Compostela Valley, a human rights group а) D X while working as volunteers sponsors from expatriate Fil- 
and the military said yesterday. with the GK program іп Bicol. ipinos, civic organizations, 
Alfonso Capiales was peppered with ‘To show their commitment schools, government agencies 
bullets by one of two unidentified men in to each other and the Gawad and big corporations, GK not ^ SNUPPY is the first dog cloned 
front of his children in Barangay &| Kalinga mission, the two got only builds houses, it also from adult cells by somatic nuclear 
Magsaysay on Saturday, according to married in a GK-built chapel takes care of the health, edu- cell transfer in Seoul. A South 
Kelly Delgado, Karapatan secretary gen- and on the much raved-about cational and livelihood needs Korean lab that produced the 
eral in Southern Mindanao. date, 7-7-07. of the villages. jorld's first cloned dogs is looking 
Capiales was also chair of the Theychosethedatenotbe- ^ Today there are 1,400 GK into the business of cloning 
Magsaysay Farmers Association and an cause it's believed to be fortu- villages, built together bythe drupaniffng dogs. а 
itous but because it yepresent- LOVE BLOOMS/ A6 
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Comelec defers Migz proclamation 


КИЙ 


DISENFRANCHISE 
HUNDREDS ot 


vores! 


ЮМО TO FIRST-PARTY RULE. Representatives Satur Cu and Liza Maza and Bayan Muna nominee Neri 


E gene make their position known at the Comelec. 


REMZAMORA 


‘Bayan Muna hits party-list formula 


the rule when it topped the party-list 
elections in 2001 and 2004. 

‘Ocampo said the rule, also known as 
the “Panganiban formula,” was intended 
to" marginalize, if not eliminate, progres- 
sive party-list groups in Congress." 

“That the Arroyo government 
wants progressive party-list groups 
‘out of Congress is no secret,” he said. 

"The military campaign against pro- 
gressive party-list groups that signed the 
impeachment complaints [against Ms 
Arroyo], the political killings, the attacks 
against the Batasan 6, the disqualifica- 
tion cases filed in the Comelec, and the 
entry of Malacafiang-backed party-list 
groups that committed fraud in the elec- 
tions all point to the intent of President 
Arroyo to marginalize, if not eliminate, 
the progressive party-list groups in 
Congress," Ocampo wrote 


m ‘Christian V. Esguerra 


EVEN IF ITS ASSURED OF TWO 
seats in the 14th Congress, Bayan 

ŽMuna would continue to keep the 
Commission on Elections from imple- 
menting a Supreme Court formula 
that cuts the number of party-list 
members in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo yes- 
terday wrote the Comelec to complain 
about the application of the “first-party 
rule" in determining the number of seats 
a winning group is entitled to. 

Without the rule, Bayan Muna 
would have kept the three seats it had 
in the 13th Congress, after it placed 
second in the last party-list election in 
May with 927,730 votes. 

Bayan Muna had also questioned 


Its our 


‘The controversial formula allots a 
seat for every group that gamers at 
least 2 percent of the total votes cast 
for party-lists. Additional seats are 
determined based on a formula relat- 
ed to the number of votes garnered by 
the top winning group. 

‘Ocampo said the Panganiban for- 
mula went against the spirit of the 
party-list law, which was intended to 
allow greater representation in 
Congress for marginalized sectors. 

Meanwhile, Gabriela's Liza Maza 
said yesterday the Comelec might 
proclaim the second nominees of the 
‘winning party-list groups today. 

This was what Abalos told her, 
Ocampo and another Bayan Muna 
representative, Teddy Casifio, in a 
meeting yesterday, she said. With a 
report from Nikko Dizon 


60th birthday. 


Reserve your 
early to join 
the celebrations. 
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seat 


We're celebrating our 60th birthday by giving you even more reason to 


book your Singapore Alriines flight early. Simply reserve your seat between 


15th and 31st July for departure October through December and receive 50% Krisflyer bonus 


miles! Book through singaporeair.com and receive 100% bonus miles! Plus, you'll be eligible 


to Join the lucky draw for a chance to win an additional 60,000 KrisFlyer miles! Of course, 


there's also the peace of mind that comes with knowing you're confirmed to travel on your 


preferred dates and with the airline whose inflight service even other airlines talk about. 


100% bonus milles for tickets purchased via singaporealr.com; or, 50% bonus miles for tickets 
purchased through SIA Reservations or Ticket Office, ог through а travel agent. Valid for bookings 
Frade between 15 and 31 July 2007, for travel ou MNL between 15 October and 31 December 
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By Nikko Dizon and Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COMMISSION ON ELEC- 
tions (Comelec) has deferred 
the proclamation of Team Uni- 
tys Juan Miguel "Migz" Zubiri 
as the 12th and last winning 
senator which was scheduled to- 
day after receiving the Supreme 
Court's notice of oral arguments 
on the petition of Genuine Op- 
position candidate Aquilino 
“Koko” Pimentel Ш, Zubiri's 
closest rival for the slot. 

"Out of respect to the Supreme Court, 
which called for an oral argument, the com- 
mission decided to defer the proclamation of 
the 12th senator until further notice,” James 
Jimenez, Comelec spokesperson, told re- 
porters in a phone-patched interview. 

Based on Comelec's latest tally, Zubiri en- 
Joys an 18,372 vote lead over Pimentel. 

At around 3 p.m. yesterday, the Comelec an- 
nounced it would proclaim Zubiri today only to 
announce an hour later that it would be deferred 
after receiving the high courts notice of oral argu- 
ments scheduled at 10 a.m. on Friday. 

Malacañang yesterday, expressed apprehen 
sion over the deferment of the 
are very much concerned why it is being den 
As I've said, Коко has no evidence to probe his 
claim (about cheating). His only resort is to bring 
this to the Senate electoral tribunal," Presidential 
legal adviser Sergio Apostol said. 


Preempting SC 

The high court also directed Comelec offi- 
cials and Zubiri to submit their comments on 
Pimentel's petition by Thursday afternoon. 

"The court is hoping the Comelec will not do 
anything to preempt the decision of the court es- 
pecially if they are already being directed to fle 
their comment,” Supreme Court spokesperson 
Jose Midas Marquez told reporters. 

In scheduling the oral arguments, the high court 
said it saw the urgency of acing on Pimentels peti- 
tion considering that the winner could be declared. 
any time soon. But it also said it has to hear the side 
ofthe respondents in the interest of due process. 


"That there is a need to positively establish the 
factual milieu and legal bases for petitioners right 
to а TRO and/or status quo ante order; and that 
the fundamental right to due process so requires, 
this Court must stil accord public respondents 
Comelec en banc and SPBOC for Maguindanao, 
аз well as private respondent, Zubiri, the opportu- 
nity to be heard the court said. 

The oral arguments will tackle Pimentels 
prayer to stop the Comelec from proclaiming the 
12th winning senator and his main petition to 
mulify the proceedings of the special provincial 
board of ganvassers in Shariff Aguak, Maguin- 
danao and the June 29 proceedings of the Com- 
elecen banc, sitting as the National Board of Can- 
‘vassers (NBC), which tabulated the controversial 
returns from the province. 


‘Make or break’ 

"This is going to be a make or break for us,” 
Leila de Lima, lawyer of Pimentel, told the In- 
qumen following SC's order. 

De Lima added that Pimente’s camp was “very 
gratified and pleased to have yet another chance 
to convince the SC that the Maguindanao retums 
were based on manufactured documents” after 
they have been repeatedly denied "due process" 
by the special board and the NBC itself. 

De Lima said that statistically, Pimentel would 
win over Zubiri if the Maguindanao votes are not 
counted in the total tally of the NBC. 

"Only because of Maguindanao that he (Pi- 
mentel) stands to lose," De Lima said. 

‘The Comelec yesterday had decided to pro- 
claim Zubiri after it dismissed a petition to declare 
a failure of elections in Bais, Negros Oriental, thus 
paving the way for the results from the town to be 
counted in the national canvassing. 

Before the deferment, Jimenez told reporters 
that the Comelec decided to proclaim Zubiri be- 
‘cause the results of the uncanvassed CoCs would no 
longer affect the TU candidate's lead over Pimentel. 

Jimenez said the total 10,449 registered voters 
from Tandubas, Tawi-Tawi, Pantar, Lanao del 
Norte, and in five precinets in Bogo, Cebu would 
no longer affect Zubiri's lead over Pimentel. 

Including the Bais votes, Zubiri obtained а total 
of 11,001,730 votes compared to Pimentels 
10,983,358 votes, giving the TU candidate an 
18,372 lead to claim the 12th and final Senate seat. 

But De Lima said that without the Maguin- 
danao votes, Pimentel would win over Zubiri 
by over 70,000 votes. With a report from 
Mike Lim Ubac 


Bossi text message 
fake, colleagues say 


By Julie Alipala. 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A TEXT MESSAGE PUR- 
portedly from kidnapped Italian priest Gia 
carlo Bossi is a fake, according to Fr. Gianni 
Battista Sandalo, regional superior of the Pon- 
tifical Institute for Foreign Missions (PIME). 

"The message does not reflect the real Gian- 
carlo Bossi that we know. It was not written in 
correct Italian. The grammar is wrong and it was 
addressed to no one in particular” Sandalo said. 

The text message that spread on Friday 
said: “Ricevuto tuo messaggio fai il possible per 
la mai ciberasione ultimo messaggio dicono 
поп ristondere.” 

Sandalo said the message was in broken 
Italian and could be translated as “try your 
own best to free me." 

He said Bossi was the type who "will never 
ever compromise anyone for his safety. He is a 
person ready to die than compromise anyone.” 

He said he read the message that was sent 
to Task Force Bossi chief Col. Jovencio Magal- 
so on Friday, during the visit of Italian parlia- 
mentarian Margherita Boniver to this city to 
check on the progress of the search and res- 
cue operation for the priest. 

“I dismissed the message because every- 
thing was wrong,” Sandalo said. 


Wrong grammar 

Galib Espital, a relief worker and militiaman. 
from Sumisip, Basilan, who is reportedly an in- 
termediary between someone who is in touch 
with the abductors and a government official 
in Cotabato City, told the Inquirer the "mes- 
sage came from that politician in Basilan.” 

“He just passed it on to me and he (the 
politician who is reportedly a Basilan town of- 
ficial) wanted the message to reach Bossi’s 
colleagues in Zamboanga City" Espital said. 

Espital said he forwarded the message to 
Atilano Ade, regional director of the Office of 
Civil Defense in the Autonomous Region in 
‘Muslim Mindanao based in Cotabato 

Ade confirmed to the Inquirer that he received 
the message on the night of July 3, “when I was 
in Cotabato City and Espital wanted the message 
forwarded to Father Sebastiano D'Ambra." 

D' Ambra is president of the Silsilah Dia- 
logue Movement and a colleague of Bossi. 

‘Ade said: “He (D'Ambra) said the message 
was incorrect, the grammar was wrong and 
they didn’t believe it was from Bossi.” 
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BOSSI 


In Rome, meanwhile, the Roman Catholic 
news agency Asianews on Tuesday said it 
doubted the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf 
group was behind the abduction of Bossi. 

“The theory that the Abu Sayyaf is behind the 
abduction of Father Bossi does not hold water” 
the Vatican mouthpiece said, according to AFP 

Asianews is run by PIME, the missionary 
order to which Bossi belongs. 


Gang of criminals 

А senior adviser to President Arroyo had 
linked the Abu Sayyaf to the kidnapping. 

But Asianews said the theory did not hold 
С 

P: Rather, from what we know, he is being 
held by a gang of criminals," it quoted anoth- 
er Italian priest in the Philippines who himself 
had been kidnapped before, Fr. Luciano 
Benedetti, as saying. 

‘Members of PIME, in the meantime, have 
come to this city for a two-day meeting to 
plan their next move. 

“We are hoping for something good. This is 
Giancarlo's one month in captivity and we are 
still waiting for his liberation," Sandalo said. 

Sandalo and the other missionaries ex- 
pressed concern for Bossi after studying pic- 
tures of the priest taken in captivity. 

“He is very thin. He lost about 30 kilos and 
we know it from his shoulders blades,” San- 
dalo said. With an AFP report 
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М. al THE ENERGY REGULATORY peak hours of electricity usage; The rainy season—between The actual rate differences for ments. They will likewise be sub- 
eralco Commission has given the Manila lower rates during offpeakhours. July and September—may also peakandoffpeakhourshaveyet ject to additional sales charges. 

2 Electric Co. provisional authority Peak hours of the day are iden- be considered off-peak months. to be finalized by Meralco. The cost of the new TOU meter 
‘time-of-use’ по offer йз customers timeofuse tified in Meralco's provisional au- According to Meralco, con- The scheme will be implement- has not yet been determined. 

(TOU) rates—or prices that vary thority as between 8 a.m, and 9 sumers can use this scheme tore- ей in phases on a voluntary basis, ERC chair Rodolfo ‘Albano Jr. 

depending on ће time of day, week p.m. from Monday to Saturday duce their electricity bills by shift- starting with big industrial users, said the distribution utility can 

rates OKd пй тош thatelecticityisused, andbetweenGp.m.and8p.m.on ing the use of some electric appli- because customers will have to pay атт offering the TOU rates to its 

‘Under this scheme, customers Sundays. The remaining hours ances or machinery to off-peak extra for the installation of special customers upon receipt of the pro- 

will be charged higher rates during ате considered off-peak hours. periods when rates are lower. meters in their homes or establish- visional authority. Abigail L. Ho 
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Another gateway we've opened to Filipino entrepreneurs. 


Ushering business growth opportunities for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), the SME 
industrial Park, situated in Cebu, is a pioneering project developed by Plantersbank for Filipino 
entrepreneurs. 


With privileges like tax credits, income tax holidays, and duty-free importation of capital equipment, 
itis a unique opportunity that allows small entrepreneurs access to privileges once enjoyed only 
by large companies. 


For over 45 years, Plantersbank has been at the forefront of advocating small and medium КОЈЕ 

В а SME communi hl PLANTERSBANK 
welcomes not just your business, but also the fulfillment of the country's dream of economic Planters Development Bank 
progress. 


Planters Development Bank. Enabling Entrepreneurs. 
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ТРУ son hit on 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Riza T. Olchondra with 


the ZTE deal to push the broadband. 
proposal of his own company Ams- 
terdam Holdings Inc." Solis said. 
“But what shocked me were the 
reports that AHI is a veritable 
moms-and-pop's enterprise with a 
reported paid-up capital of only 
P650,000. How can АНІ possibly 
undertake this project when it may 
not even have enough funds to run 


SORSOGON REP JOSE SOLIS 
yesterday criticized the son of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr, for 
questioning а $330 million 
broadband connection deal re- 
cently signed between the Philip- 
pine government and Chinese 
firm ZTE, 

Solis charged that Jose de Vene- 
да Ш only wanted his Amsterdam 
Holdings, Inc. (AHI), to get the 
multimillion dollar deal that will 
connect national government agen- 
des to local government units 
through the Intemet. 

‘The controversial project, which 
wil reportedly save government up 
to P3 billion in telephone expenses 
every year, is backed by a Chinese 
government loan to the Philippines. 


MEGA SALE! 
on July26, 2007 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP. 


«Ву itself, there's nothing wrong 


amini grocery’ 

Solis said that “tightly or wrongly, 
the public impression will be that 
Speaker De Venecia was using his in- 
fluence to enable his son to geta slice. 
of the action in the establishment of 
a national broadband network” 

But Marinelle OSantos, lawyer 
for the young De Venecia's compa- 
ny, denied the charge, saying AHI 
has a paid-up capital of more than 


Јове de Venecia Ш attacking 


j?" he claimed. 


‘No to secret voting’ 


ONE OF THE STAUNCHEST AL- 
lies of Speaker Jose de Venecia 
said the House of Representatives. 
yesterday opposed the minority 
Coalition's proposal for a secret 
balloting to select the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives in 


the 14th Congress. 


"We are not a secret society, 
that’s why we should not resort to 
secret voting. We must show our 
respective constituents where we 
stand on such an important issue 
as House leadership,” said Rep. 
Eduardo Zialcita of Parafiaque. 
Resorting to secret balloting 
would “only result in wild specu- 


lations,” he said. 


broadband deal 


P7.2 million and is partnered with 
Hua Wei, “the largest telecommuni- 
cations firm in China.” 

“The ZTE contract will need a 
Philippine government loan of 
$330 million. Nonetheless, if the 
govemment wants ZTE, so be it. We 
will just pursue our projects in other 
countries,” O' Santos said. 

OSantos told the Inguma that 
their broadband project bid was 
strictly a private sector initiative 
"Speaker Jose de Venecia has noth- 
ing to do with AHI. His son, Jose de 
Venecia I, is an AHI stockholder and 
one of the broadband pioneers in the 
Philippines and Southeast Asia." 

‘O'Santos said it was unfortunate 
that Solis who is a known ally of 
speakership challenger Cebu Rep. 
Pablo Garcia would attack De Vene- 
cia through De Venecia II and АНІ. 

“AHI seeks and welcomes a con- 


Majority members should have 
the courage to wear their convic- 
tions on their sleeves and fear 
nothing because the vote in the 
House is a democratic choice, he 


gressional investigation, not oppos- 
es it, so the truth will come out,” 
O'Santos said. 

Ms Arroyo, Solis claimed, wit- 
nessed the signing of the deal be- 
tween Philippine officials and ZTE 
executives. 

The broadband deal came to 
prominence when it was reported 
that the Philippines-ZTE contract 
and project documents had been 
stolen while they were being trans- 

by foreign affairs officials 
from China to the Philippines. во. 

‘The National Bureau of Investi- 
gation, which looked into the mys- 
terious theft, has fled a case against 
the Philippine commercial attache. 
to China who lost the documents. 

Some business and diplomatic 
quarters have raised questions re- 
garding the transparency and legal- 
ity ofthe ZTE broadband deal. 
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said, "We should let our people 
know where we really stand," 
Zialcita added. 

Earlier, Mandaluyong Rep. 
Neptali Gonzales II said there 
was no such thing as a "secret 
balloting” in the House as he 
shrugged off the proposal to 
choose its next leader through 
secret balloting. 

Gonzales said the candidate 
for Speaker either had the num- 
ber to win or he did not, and 
those calling for a secret balloting 
were those who did not have the 
numbers to begin with. 

Allies of Kampi Rep. Pablo Gar- 
cia of Cebu, De Venecia’s main 
challenger for the speakership, 
are proposing a secret balloting, 
saying congressmen should be 
able to freely choose the Speaker 
without fear of reprisal. 


the outcome. 


PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada’s conviction for 
plunder would be in President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's best inter- 
est since she would then avoid 
a bigger problem, according to 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 


Estrada's six-year plunder trial 
formally came to a close last 
‘month, The Sandiganbayan Spe- 
sion that tried him is ex- 
ресей to come out with its deci- 
sion within 90 days after ће case. 
‘was submitted for decision, or by 


Santiago, a former regional 
trial court judge, said she did 
not want to predict what the 
verdict would be because she 
did not attend the trial. Never- 
theless, she went on to de- 
scribe probable scenarios of 


“If President Estrada is ac- 
quitted, we will be in a dilem- 
ma. The conclusion could only 
be that there was no plunder 
and, therefore, no basis to have 
removed him from office. What. 
then is the basis for Ms Ar- 
royo's (presidency)? That in it- 
self would create another legal 
dilemma of mythic propor- 
tions,” Santiago said. 

As the then Vice President, 
Ms Arroyo assumed office after 
Estrada was ousted in a people 
power revolt in January 2001. 

Ms Arroyo served Estrada's 
remaining term up to 2004 and 
then won a mandate of her 
own in a highly controversial 
election against Fernando Poe 
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Corrections 
IN THE JULY 5 ISSUE, а story оп Page A2—“Imelda bash raises POGG 


eyebrow"—misspelled the name of a piece of property of the Mar- 
coses. The property is the Currimao—not Curimao—Rest House. 

INTHE SAME ISSUE, Ramon Tulfo's “On Target" column on Page 
А18 of the Metro section—"Free Trillanes? You must be kid- 


ding"—misstated the year:when the Oakwood mutiny took place. | 


‘The Oakwood mutiny happened in 2003—not 2002. 


Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing. 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av. 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Макан City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvacate@inguir- 
ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-03/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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Inspection Dates: 


Wednesday, July 11, 2007 
14th Week in Ordinary Time 
Benedict 
IstReading: Gen 41:55-57, 42:5-7, 17- 
24 
Gospel: Matthew 10:1-7 

Jesus called his 12 disciples to him and 
gave them authority over the unclean spirits 
to drive them out and to heal every disease 
and sickness. 

"These are the names of the 12 apostles: frst Si- 
mon, called Peter and his brother Andrew; James, 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip 
and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thad- 
daeus; Simon, the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, 
the man who would betray him. 

Jesus sent these 12 on mission with the in- 
struction: “Do not visit pagan territory and do 
not enter a Samaritan town. Go instead to the 
lost sheep of the people of Israel. 

“Go and proclaim this message: The king- 
dom of heaven is near.” 

Commentary 

Joseph, sold by his brothers into slavery, has 
risen to the highest position under Pharaoh in. 
Egypt. Famine strikes, but Joseph has planned 
ahead and there is much grain available in 
Egypt. All come to Joseph for food, and his own 
brothers are in the long lines of those who come 
begging. He confines them and then tests them- 
letting all of them go, bringing food to their fa- 
ther and country but insisting that they return 
with their youngest brother. The brothers see 
this as retribution for what they did to Joseph. 
But Joseph weeps for them in his heart al- 
though he does not reveal himself to them. They 
must live with and take responsibility for what 
they have done—even though God has been 
their protector and guide all the time. 

Jesus chooses 12 disciples in honor of the 12 
tribes of Israel—all will be invited to become 
part of his new community/tousehold of faith 
They are named, with bits of detail given to 
some and the last, being described as the one 
who betrayed him. They are to go to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel first and to declare 
that God's reign is at hand. Today in your соль 
munity are there 12 who are the leaders (wom- 
en included) along with bits and pieces of infor- 
mation about them? And there are always 
those who betray—often it is our own name 
that is found there. 
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Erap conviction best 
for GMA, says Miriam 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Ji that year. 

Estrada’s conviction then 
would be in the best interest of 
the Arroyo administration? 

"Thats right,” Santiago said 
with alaugh. 

Santiago, who was formerly 
allied with Estrada but has 
since gone over to Ms Arroyo's 
side, said the latter could not 
afford to be perceived as trying 
to influence the Sandigan- 
bayan. 

If she meddles in the case 
considering all the crises she 
has lurched from from year to 
year ... she needs another con- 
troversy like she needs a hole 
inthe head," said Santiago. 

“So if I were her, no matter 
how strong the desire to sur- 
vive, I would keep а 10-foot 
pole between me and the 
Sandigan justices,” she said. 

The President had said she 
would exercise her prerogative 
to grant Estrada a pardon if he 
were convicted. 

Estrada, however, has insist- 
ed on his innocence and has 
been quoted as saying he 
‘would reject a pardon from Ms 
Arroyo. 

А conviction would mot 
mean the end of the matter, 
however, since Estrada could 
appeal the decision in the 
Supreme Court. 

Although the high court is 
dominated by appointees of Ms 
‘Arroyo, Santiago believes the 
tribunal would decide the case 
independently. 

She said her sense of the ju- 
diclary was that “it wants to get 
this over with.” 


GSIS sues 

press club for 
sale of mural 
by Manansala 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE 
System (GSIS) has filed criminal charges 
against the board of directors of the National 
Press Club (NPC) for selling a Manansala mu- 
ral allegedly owned by the state pension 
fund. 

In its complaint filed last June 27 at the 
Manila Prosecutor's Office, the GSIS accused 
the NPC directors of illegally selling the mural 
painted by National Artist Vicente Manansala 
which used to adorn the walls of the NPC office. 

Named respondents were Roy Mabasa, NPC 
president; Benny Antiporda, vice president; 
Louie Logarta, secretary; Jun Cobarrubias, au- 
ditor and Amor Virata, treasurer, Also accused 
were NPC directors Jerry Yap, Alvin Feliciano, 
Joey Venancio, William Dipasupil, Dennis Fetal- 
ino, Joel Sy Egco, Conrad Generoso, Rolly Gon- 
zalo and Samuel Julian. 


Anti-fencing 

‘The painting was reportedly sold by the NPC 
for P10 million to Heritage Arts and Antiques 
owned by Odette Alcantara, who was also 
charged with violation ofthe anti-fencing law. 

The GSIS, which claims ownership of the 
building that houses the NPC, said it was the 
rightful owner of the mural. The move of the 
NPC to sell the mural was therefore an act of 
theft, the GSIS said in a statement. 

"There was theft because respondents took 
the mural owned by GSIS without its consent, 
with the intent to gain. In fact, they profited 
from the sale of the property by P10 million," 
the GSIS said in its complaintaffidavt. 

‘The GSIS said it acquired the NPC building at 
an auction in 1975. 

But the NPC countered that GSIS neither 
owns the mural nor the building housing the 
МРС. 

NPC spokesperson Toto Causing said the mu- 
ral, with a theme on the influences of polities 
and society in general on journalists, was 
owned by the NPC prior to its sale to Heritage 
Ans. 

Causing said that Manansala was commis- 
sioned by the NPC sometime in the 1950s to do 
the mural, but it was the Lopezes who paid him 
his talent fee. 

Causing said the over 4,000 square meter 
land where the NPC building is located was do- 
nated by the Philippine government to the NPC 
inthe 19505. 

‘The NPC then borrowed from financial insti- 
tutions, including the GSIS, to fund the con- 
struction of the building. NPC's failure to settle 
its obligations prompted the GSIS to daim own- 
ership of the land, he said. 

He said the late strongman President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos ordered that the land be divided 
into two, so that half would go to the GSIS as 
payment for NPC's debts. 

"Thus, the NPC said the portion of the land 
where its building stands is theirs, and that only 
the other half is owned by the GSIS. 
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and put an end to political killings. 

She assured the political opposition that 
they would not be a target of the antiterror 
law, saying there was a difference between 
opposition and destabilization. 

Minutes after Ms Arroyo finished her 
speech at the Pryce Plaza, a brownout hit 
the hotel. Officials said the power outage, 
lasting an hour, was caused by a bolt oF 
lightning that caused power to trip. Anoth- 
er government source said the brownout 
was caused by an electrical overload be- 
cause there were too many guests at the ho- 
tel. 

Ms Arroyo has swept aside objections to 
the implementation of the controversial 
law and said it would take effect as sched- 
uled on Sunday. Among the groups that 
had expressed concern the law may be 
used to quell dissent is the influential 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines. 

“Peace and order will prevail over vio- 
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lence and chaos in the southern Philip- 
pines,” Ms Arroyo said. "I am hereby or- 
dering increased security in vital power 
and transportation facilities in Min- 
danao. 

"Let us begin implementation of the Hu- 
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vent all these multibillion-peso hydroelectric 
dams and power grids from being whacked by 
terrorists,” she added. 

Ms Arroyo said the people had a civic duty 
to protect essential infrastructure paid for by 
their taxes. 

“Our community assets are at stake in this 
fight against terrorism," she said. "When 
they knock down power plants or transmis- 
sion lines, they create blackouts. When they 
knock down cell sites, they create erratic 
cell phone signals. That is not mere incon- 
venience.” 

"When power blackouts occur due to attacks 
on vital installations, jobs are lost or disrupt- 
ed, Ms Arroyo said. 

"Therefore, the Human Security Act is 
about defending our way of life,” she said. 

She said the hard power of the military 
presence was “merely to isolate the violent 
terrorists while our soft power of seeing to the 
people's needs is expanding the peace every 
day" 


A national stain 

Arroyo also vowed to put an end to political 
killings that had given her administration a 
blackeye. 

"We: plan to introduce into the new 
Congress sweeping legislation that will trans- 
form our nation’s response to political vio- 
lence and remove this stain from our nation,” 
shesaid. 

"This would include measures that would 
give swift justice through more funding of 
special courts that prosecute human rights vi- 
olators, strengthen the rights of victims, pro- 
vide stiffer penalties for human rights, viola- 
tors especially those from the military and the 
police. 

“If you are armed and kill innocent civil- 
iens, you will be tracked down and prosecut- 
ed. If you are a communist terrorist, we will 
stop you. If you are a religious terrorist, we 
will stop you. If you are a rogue element of 
our own police and military, we will stop 
you," she said. 

Ms Arroyo reminded the military and po- 
lice that “fidelity to the Constitution is a sa- 
cred duty.” 

“These public servants have a moral obli- 
gation to uphold the Constitution and to 
protect the innocent. For this reason any vi- 
olent crime that a member of the law en- 
forcement ог military community may com- 
mit against innocent people is even more 
wrong and must be stopped. No one is 
above the law.” 

Ms Arroyo said the military must be profes- 


Love blooms 


residents and thousands of. 
volunteers—from Couples 
for Christ chapters, Filipino 
communities — abroad, 
schools and companies in 
the Philippines, and the 
ranks of the country's many 
professionals. 
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Two volunteers 

‘The younger Meloto and 
Kanapi confessed they 
‘would not have found each 
other if not for their work 
as volunteers with the GK 
program in Bicol. 

‘The two met while help- 
ing Bicolanos rebuild their 
lives and regain their digni- 
ty after a series of calami- 
ties devastated the region. 

Kanapi, 36, was born 
and raised in Tuguegarao, 
Cagayan. She lost her 
mother when she was 7 
years old and learned to be 
responsible at a young age. 
Later, in her adult life, she 
assumed the role of mother 
to her younger siblings. 

After graduating with 
an AB Political Science 
degree from the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines in 
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through 
ranks, she became Ogilvy's 
strategic planning director 
and was based in Los Ange- 
les, California. 
manding job took her to 
different countries 


Fast cars, women 
Meloto, 24, is the only 
boy among four siblings. 
He went to school at San 
Beda College and after a 
few false starts, finished a 
course in Computer Sci- 


Не was also preoccupied 
with fast cars, women and 
barkada (friends)—the ex- 
act opposite of his priorities 
in his present post as re- 
gional project coordinator Оп 
ofthe GK program in Bicol. 

After graduation, Meloto 
flew to the United States in 
search of better opportuni- 


He lived in a Filipino 

and 
members of the Couples 
for Christ who showed 
him videos about the GK 
program which sparked 
his interest in missionary 


Meloto admitted 
when he was living in the 
Philippines, he was never 
interested in the GK pro- 


sional in fighting terrorists 


Military reform 

“Our military must continue on its path to 
reform. Our military must become even more 
professional every day at the same time they 
fight the elements of armed terrorists (and) 
threats to the nation,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo said any ideology that under- 
mined stability must be defeated. 

"We must stop political violence. We must. 
build a strong system of justice that people 
can trust,” she said. 

She said that political violence, including 
election-related killings, were down this year 
but still: “Even one death is one death too 
many for a people fighting to be a part of our 
democratic society.” 

“This violence extends to the men and 
women in media, who have put their lives on 
the line to do their job,” Ms Arroyo said. “We 
must protect journalists from violence just as 
we must protect all innocent civilians. So we 
must all band together and as public servants 
to stop this violence once and for all.” 


Warning to communists 

Ms Arroyo also served strong warning on 
communist rebels. 

“No less important is to bring political sta- 
bility to every region so that our people can 
live in peace, free from fear of harassment, 
kidnapping and plunder that are so often part. 
of the communist terrorists who flog a failed 
ideology," she said. 

“We cannot stand idly by, however, and let 
the purveyors of violence cloak their agenda 
behind innocent men and women they hold 
hostage to their failed ideology. We will wres- 
tle with these failed terrorists to the ground 
and free the nation to live in peace and har- 
mony,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo pledged to uphold civil liberties. 


Liberation from poverty 

“There is a fundamental difference be- 
tween those who take up arms and those 
who take to the ballot box. Our govern- 
ment will protect the political rights of 
any person who wishes to participate in 
our democracy however we might dis- 
agree on philosophy and approach,” she 
said. 

“We are entering a new era of civil and hu- 
man rights. The frontline of this effort is built 
on lifting up our poor and liberating them 
from poverty. This is the most fundamental 
human right—to live in dignity free from fear 
of hunger and want,” Ms Arroyo said. 


Inspired by the video 
presentation, Meloto de- 
cided in 2004 to leave his 
job in the United States and 
return to the Philippines to 
become a full-time GK vol- 
unteer. 


the 


Incomplete 

Kanapi, who was also in 
the United States, enjoyed 
success in her job at Ogilvy 
but felt incomplete, She 
wanted to do something 
that would give a deeper 
meaning to her life and 
prayed to God to show her 
the way. 

Sometime before July 
2005, she received an invi- 
tation to a symposium on 
the GK program. She was 
convinced it was God’s an- 
swer to her prayers and de- 
cided to become a volun- 
teer. 


Her de- 


and 


July 1, 2005, 
Kanapi shocked her 
coworkers when she re- 
signed from her job at 
Ogilvy and announced 
that she would return to 
the Philippines. 

met 95 

New mission 

Kanapi contacted Anna 
Meloto, older sister of her 
future husband, who had 
also given up a lucrative ca- 
reer in Switzerland to work 
inthe GK program, 

Anna asked Kanapt if she 
‘would like to visit Bicol and 
help build houses for the 
poor. Kanapi said yes. 
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CAGAYAN DE ORO 
City—Heavy security 
yesterday kept 
demonstrators away 
from the Pryce Plaza 
Hotel here where Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо spoke at a peace 
summit to defend the 
antiterrorism law. 

Around 150 
protesters from youth, 
urban poor and work- 
ers’ organizations in- 
stead gathered at the 
‘Magsaysay Park away 
from the hotel, where 
they denounced the 
implementation of the. 
Human Security Act. 

Kristin Lim of Bayan 
Muna seid militants 
would hold protests 
around Mindanao be- 
fore the law takes ef- 
fecton Sunday. 

“The law gives pow- 
er to the Anti-Terror- 
ism Council to ban le- 
gitimate organizations 
that are critical of the 
‘Arroyo administration 
by branding them as 
terrorist she said. 

Lim said the HSA 
would also legitimize 
political repression. 

‘The National Union 
of Students of the 
Philippines (NUSP) 
regional chapter here 
announced it would 
hold campaigns to in- 
crease popular aware- 
ness about the impli- 
cations of the HSA. 

Defense Secretary 
Ricardo Blancaflor 
told reporters the law 
had enough safe- 
guards against human 
rights violations, con- 
trary to what the mili- 
tants were claiming. 


hile building GK homes 


1992, she landed a job at 
Ogilvy & Mather, a top 
advertising agency with 

in New 


Meloto fetched Kanapi in 
Magallanes Village, Makati, 
and together they drove 12 
hours to Bicol, where resi- 
dents had lost their homes 
after a series of typhoons. 
“We were forced to get to 
know each other in that 
long trip,” Meloto quipped. 


Best friends 
They 
friends while helping peo- 
ple in Bicol. One day, they 
realized 
love—with the work and 
yes, with each other 
“I find this life (doing 
voluntary work) exciting. 


became best 


they were in 


inspiring. This is 


where I found true peace 
and happiness. 
was just working for my- 
self, I wasn't completely 
happy because I saw many 
Filipinos in need," Kanapi 
said, describing her new 
career. 

Meloto has been credit- 
ей with establishing 43 GK 
villages in a period of two 
years in the Bicol provinces 
in partnership with the pri- 
vate sector, 
agencies, officials and indi- 
viduals. 

The two have been to- 
gether for almost three 
years, and have learned 
to love the people here. 
Following Bicol tradition, 
they participated in the 
required dance of pan- 
tomina during the mar- 
riage rites. 
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and Social Psychology Bulletin, suggests mus- 
cles on men is akin to elaborate tail feathers 
оп male peacocks: They attract females look- 
ing fora virile mate. 

"Women are predisposed to prefer muscu- 
Jarity in men,” study author David Frederick 
of UCLA said. 

“Most research is focused on what men find 
physically attractive in women and the career 
traits women find attractive in men," Freder- 
ick said by telephone. “Much less research is 
devoted to what women find attractive.” 

He said prior studies concluded a man’s de- 
sirability was influenced more by his earning 
potential and commitment. 

Frederick's study, however, found physical 
characteristics mattered more. 

‘Women were more physically attracted to 


brawny men, especially for a fling. But when it 
comes to finding a long-term partner, they tend to 
picka regular man over a mate with huge biceps. 

“On the one hand, it makes them more sexy 
to women. On the other hand, it makes wom- 
en more suspicious about their romantic in- 
tentions,” Frederick said. 

He and colleagues interviewed 99 male un- 
dergraduates about their sexual histories. The 
interviews indicated that muscular men were 
twice as likely to have had more than three 
sex partners than less-built types. 

Frederick and colleagues also asked 141 col- 
Jege women to look at six standardized silhou- 
епез of men ranging from brawny to slender. 

Most of the women preferred a toned man 
who was more likely to commit over a mus- 
cle-bound man they perceived as more 
volatile, aggressive and dominant. Reuters 
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Comelec revamp? Go for impeachment, CBCP told 


By Michael Lim Unbac 


REVAMPING THE COMMISSION 
on Elections at thís time would be. 
impossible, Malacafiang said yes- 
terday. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 


Sr and the other commissioners may 
be removed only by impeachment. 
“We accept the Catholic Bish- 
ops Conference of the Philip- 
pines’ recommendation regard- 
ing the Comelec in the construc- 
tive spirit it was given,” said Bun- 
ye in an interview with reporters. 


“But the tenure of Comelec of- 
ficials is provided for in the Con- 
stitution itself. For example, they 
are to serve for a specific period 
and cannot be removed except by 
impeachment," he said. 

Instead of revamping the elec- 
tion agency, Bunye said the people 


should support poll automation. 

“We concur with the recommen- 
dation that automation is the way to 
go and this should be done at the 
earliest opportunity" he said, 

“I think we have more than 
enough time ... to automate and I 
think that will eliminate all possi- 


bilities of irregularities and we 
will have a process that we can be 
truly proud of," he said. 

Bunye was reacing to the 
CBCP pastoral statement over the 
weekend that called for a revamp 
of the Comelec due to what the 
bishops said was widespread 


public distrust of Abalos and the 
other commissioners. 

‘The CBCP wanted a “full revamp 
of the Comelec, beginning with the 
appointment of а new chair and 
commissioners with unquestioned 
integrity and competence, especially 
insystemsand management.” 
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The President Diosdado Macapagal Scholarship Program 


“Teachers open the door, but you must 
enter by yourself"-Chinese Proverb 


Our objective was simple enough: send deserving 
students to college so that we could unburden their 
fermer-parents from tuition worries so that, in tum, they 
could focus on making their farms more productive, The 
resulls surprised us. The children, seeing clearly the 
golden opportunity to improve their lives, performed 
excellently in schools. 

One Magna cum laude and 40 cum laude made а 
mark in the 915 graduates for Batch 2007 under the 
President Diosdado Macapagal Agrarian Scholarship 
Program (PDMASP) or fondly known as Agraryo Iskolar. 

PDMASP is one of the special programs of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform that supports the man- 
date of Her Excellency President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo to combat poverty through the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program and finally free the country- 
side from decades of destitution. 


Initiated four years ago, the scholarship program drew 
inspiration from the true-to-life story of "Dadong" Macapa- 
gal, а farmers’ son who determinedly worked himself up 
from poverty to become one of the most patriotic visionary- 
leaders of the land. That, after being sent to school by a phi- 
lanthropistin his town, 

"То paraphrase John F. Kennedy, our nation's great 
leaders were also great scholars,” enthused DAR Secretary 
Nasser C. Pangandaman who credits President Diosdado 
Macapagal for having the vision and the courage to initiate 
lend reform in the Philippines. 

"The children of the CARP farmer-beneficiaries are 
enjoined to take up agriculture or agrarian-based courses to 
be able to help their parents with modem farm productivity 
viewpoints in particular and upift their communities in 
general" sald Director Teresita L. РапИю, PDMASP. 
National Project Director. 

Agraryo Iskolars are granted supplementary tuition, book 
allowance, and stipend. DAR salutes the graduates for their 
quest for new knowledge and new status in Ife. 
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Bachelor of Science in Education 
BS п Gooperanves Management 
BS in Busmoss Adminstration 
Bachelor о Elementary Education 
Bachelor of Elementary Education. 
Bachelor in Agricultura! Technology 
Bachelor m Agncultura Tachnology 
Bachelor ol Science in Fitheres 
Bachelor of Scence in Entrepreneurship 
Bachelor of Scenco in Agneunure 
BS im Agricultural Management 
вв тлото Management 

BS in Animal Husband 

BS In Agncurorat Ме 
Bachelor of Seance 

BS in Виипове 

‘AB Eeonomcs. 

Bachelor in Elementary Education. 
BS in Industrial Technology 
Bachelor of бовосо in Agricultura 
Bachelor in Secondary Education 
Bachelor of Sclonco in Agriculture. 
BS Agricultural Technology. 
Bachelor of Science п Agncuture. 
‘Bachelor in Socondary Education 
Bachelor in Secondary Education 
Bachelor of Sconce in Арисышго 
Bachelor of Science in Agncuture 
BS in Agncultural Technology 
Bachelor т Elementary Education 
Bachelor of Scenco in Agriculture 
Bachelor of Scence in Agriculture 
Bachelor in Elemontary Education 
Michele м isaga Bachelor in Secondary Education 
Cecile M. magurang Bacnecior of Science n Agriculture 
Nita Fe R. Tejada E 

Connie Mae У Velado 
писме Самап 
sh Canas 
Rytehel Sanglap 


Rickson T. Baldogo 
Ноне S. Amonio 
Raymond | Canoza 
Јону DC. Vilacaba 
Cynthia Р Nunez 
Аша бат 

Алпа Francine Roora 
Lots Tura 

‘Gerard Cone 

Ruth Ann Domoguin. 
Заги Нау 
Donys M. Aleontin 
Leah A Barredo 

"ose Amel E. Cordova 
Parc Honorar 
Virginia ©. Anas 
Cezar V. Mayong 
Hormio A Pajarito 
Carios парага 
©те Сат Ате 
Маота Amor C. Capanang 
"tene V. Legaspi 
Darwin 5 Viadumang 


ior in Secondary Education 
Bacnocior ot Science in Agnulture 
BS Food & Мной 

Bachelor o! Scence in Agricutura 
Bachelor т Elemontary Education 
Bachelor ol Sclence п Fiennes” 


School 


cum laudo 
Som laude 
um laudo 


Benguet Stao University 
Unversity ot Northem РАН 
University of Northem Phi 
Don Mariano М Marcos State U. 
Don Manono M Marcos state U. 
Cagayan State Unworsiy 

а State University 


Bicol University 
Bicol Unversity 
Catanduanes Siate College 
ОЕВЕБМБСАТ 
ОЕВЕВМБСАТ de 
Sorsogon Siate Cotege. Sim laude. 
Negros Stata College of Agriculture Sim lauda 
Northern Negros Siate College of Sciences. 
Negros Slate College of Aprcullure 

State Collage of Agneutura. 

College of Agree 

Negros State Colega ef Aoncullure 
Negros State College ot Agriculture 
Norneen Negros Sito College of Sciences, 
Concepcion Polyiechnic Солере 
Western Visayas Cavege of Science & Tech 
West Visayas Sito Univeraty 
поно Cotego of shonas 
Адап State Unversty 
Ашап Siate Univers 
‘Atlan Siate Unverety 
Capiz Sato University 
Samar State Сойер of Agriculture & Forestry eum laude 
Davao Опета Sisto Солоде of Science & Tach, cum aude 
Mindanao State University ‘um laudo 
Mindanao State Universtiy cum Inude 


Sum lade 
Sim laude 
eum aude 


Storm 
to bring 
rains 
today 


By T] Burgonio 


A SEVERE TROPICAL 
storm is expected to 
hit the Philippines to- 
day, bringing heavy 
rains to the westem 
section of Luzon and 
Visayas, weather bi 
reau officials s 
yesterday. 

The tropical storm 
(international пате 
"Man-yi") is expected 
to enter the Philippine. 
area of responsibility at 
around 8 a.m. or earli- 
er and dump heavy 
rains in Palawan, Min- 
doro, Panay island and 
Batangas, officials said. 

“By tomorrow, we 
expect heavy rains in 
the western section 
of Visayas and Lu- 
zon,” senior weather 
specialist Robert 
Sawi of the Philip- 
pine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and As- 
tronomical Services 
Administration seid 
їп an interview. "It 
will also rain here in 
Manila, but (it will] 
not be as intense as 
the rains ín western 
Visayas and Luzon.” 

Pagasa had earlier 
forecast the storm to 
hit the country at 
around noon today. 

As of yesterday 
morning, the storm 
(local name 
"Bebeng") was spot- 
ted 300 km away 
from the Philippine 
area of responsibility 
and less than 1,300 
km east of Samar. 

It was packing 
maximum winds of 
95 kph, up from 
Monday's 65 kph and 
intensified into a se- 
vere tropical storm. It 
might further intensi- 
fy into a typhoon be- 
fore it reaches land, 
according to Sawi. 

“Since it will pass 
through seas, it 
might intensify into a 
typhoon before it 
reaches the country" 
he said. 

Sawi advised fish- 
ermen in Mindoro, 
Palawan and Panay in. 
western Visayas, and 
Batangas in southern 
Luzon not to set out 
to sea starting today 
until the cyclone exits 
the country. 

‘And since there was 
no storm signal, Sawi 
said it was up to school. 
officials to cancel dass- 
esif necessary 

“There will be 
surges of the south- 
west monsoon and 
strong gusts of wind 
in those areas,” he 
said, pointing ош 
that the storm was 
moving at a speed of 
22 kph with gusti- 
ness of 120 kph. 

The storm, which 
was moving west- 
northwest, was fore- 
cast to exit the coun- 
try toward Taiwan by 
Friday. 

Northem Luzon will 
be spared but will ex- 
perience rains brought 
by southwesterly 
winds from the Indian 
Ocean afier the storm 
leaves the country ac- 
cording to Sawi. 

The storm is the 
second cyclone to hit 
the country after 
“Атап” in May this 
year. Pagasa expects 
13 cyclones between 
naw and September. 
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Reds target of terror law Gov't raps vs 6 militant 


1 kers 'politicall 
From page Al ш a statement issued on July 6, pine government has to follow the man rights and dignity" awmakers po itica y 


Sison said the implementation of requirement for proscription under He said he was not convinced . , 

courts that would handle the out- the апшепог law would lead to the HSA, according to Gonzalez about the merits of the HSA, motivated says IPU 

lawing of the CPP-NPA and the unbridled human rights violations. He said it was the special which he described as а “debat- , 

‘abu Sayyaf. ft effectively sets aside due pro- courts that can outlawa group. — able, if not very bad law" and an- 

+ Section 17 of the HSA provides cess and presumption of innocence e s. LL, _ other form of oppression. By Christian V. Esguerra the course ofits inquiry. 

Тиш оп the DOJS request, апу by houndingand pouncingonindi- ‘Criticism nowterrorism?” — In its report, the IPU said no 

group organized to commit terror- viduals on the basis of mere suspi- — In the Senate, Sen. Mar Roxas Killing of suspects AS THOUGH IT TIMED IT PER- less than the national security ad- 

fom, sow panic and coerce the gov- cion and raw intelligence, attacks questioned the ‘undue rush Бу Ме Saguisag also warned that the fectly, the Inter-Parliamentary viser had admitted to its delega- 

fam sow окне in ro an unlawful the freedom of thought and belief, Arroyo to implement the HSA on penalty imposed by the HSA оп Union ПРИ) has released its final tion that the governments Inter- 

шапа could be declared terorist expression, association, assembly, July 15 even without the imple- erring law enforcers, including a mission report concluding that Agency Legal Group took "nine 

$nd an outlawed organization by @ right to privacy and other funda- menting rules and regulations а fine of P500,000 а day, could the Philippine governments months" to prepare the rebellion 

fompetent regional на соци. mental rights," said Sison, chiefpo- (IRR) lead the custodians to decide to charges of rebellion against six charges against 50 people, in- 
litical consultant of the NDE “To proceed with the July 15 kill the person they had detained. militant lawmakers and their re- cluding the six lawmakers. 

US and EU terror tag The antiterrorism law is the deadline without a set of IRR de- “Мо one can afford that. What spective party-list groups were Quoting Gonzales, the IPU said 

Ermita said the government first in the Philippines specifically feats human rights because the we're afraid of is the custodian “politically motivated.” the government action was aimed 
would follow the US and Euro- to address terrorist offenses, line between national security willkilthe potential complainant. Тһе INgUiRER yesterday was fur- at obtaining a “judicial determina- 
fpean Union classification of the defining terrorism as a criminal imperatives and human freedom For every day of detention thereis nished a copy of the report—the tion” on the legality of the Com- 
"CPRNPA and the Abu Sayyaf as асі that “causes widespread and may not be clear to every lawen- afine, so he'll justsendhimtothe findings of a delegation from the munist Party of the Philippines un- 
kerrorist organizations. extraordinary fear and panic forcer I urge the government to promised and,” he said. 18-year-old international organi- der Philippine laws. 
| “Therefore, we have to go by among the populace.” go slow and do it right. Better to He also said the objectives of the zation of parliamentarians that The IPU recalled that during the 
‘that. We cannot unilaterally say The passage of the law was ет on the side of human rights HSA could be achieved by imple- looked into the plight of Represen- inquiry, the government officials 
еу are delisted because it’s not praised by the United States and than to breed tyranny," said Rox- menting existing laws. “АП the  tatives Satur Ocampo, Joel Virador interviewed "expressed the convic- 
"ће Philippine government (that Australia, the Philippines’ staunch- as, one ofthe few senators who things they want done can be done and Teodoro Casifio of Bayan Mu- tion” that the six lawmakers were 
‘classified them),” Ermita said. est antiterror allies. voted against the HSA's passage by zealous law enforcers,” Не said. па, Liza Maza of Gabriela, and СРР members. However, it noted, 
| The United States has classi- " in the Senate. But UP law professor Thedore Rafael Mariano and Crispin Beltran. the CPP had yet to be “outlawed.” 
‘fied the CPP-NPA as а foreign ter- Timetable “Рога law that allows wiretap: Те said there was no need for IRR of Anakpawis. The inquiry was con- "Тһе delegation wishes to 
тог organization since 2002, Ermita said he would convene ping, house arrests, prohibition for the HSA to be enforced, but ducted on April 18-21. place on record that Bayan Muna, 
faking it ilegal for people inthe the Anti-Terror Council tomorrow to travel and seizure Of proper- said the absence of the IRR would 5 Anakpawis and Gabriela are duly 
ушей States or subject to US ju- or Friday to discuss the procedures ties, a set of IRRs will shield the make the law “easier to void.” Tenacity constituted political parties un- 
Tisdicion to provide material and timetable for the outlawing or people against abuse,” he said. “A penal statute does not need "The sequence and tenacity of der the law of the Philippines," 
Support to the group. proscription of the terror groups. For his part, Rene Saguisag, of IRR (ог implementation. The fuss Фе authorities in filing sedition, re- the IPU said. 

‘The classification also requires He said there mightbenoneed the Movement of Attorneys for over IRR is that the law is so badly БеШоп and murder charges and, “The authorities have not men- 
105 financial institutions to block for the government to formally Brotherhood, Integrity and Na- written that government intends to тоге recently disqualification cas- tioned, nor has the delegation heard 
‘assets of the CPR which has waged declare the CPP-NPA or the Abu tionalism (Mabini), said the gov- remedy the flaws in the law by leg- ез, against Bayan Muna, Anakpaw- об any accusations of any unlawful 
а 38-year-long Maoist campaign Sayyaf terror groups. ernment should issue the IRR be- islating through the IRR,” Tesaid. is and Gabriela lends the impres- activities by these parties,” it said 
to seize power in the country. ‘We will find out from the РОЈ fore rushing to implement the an- He also said the HSA was open зіоп that everything is being done ко a 

The Abu Sayyaf, a group of if there is a need for us to make titerrorism law. to question before the courts, but to remove the parliamentarians Political persecution 
self-styled Islamic extremists further announcement consider- “They should draw up the rules somebody had to be arrested, concerned and their parties from The IPU also pointed out that 
ied Зат ааа ing they are already listed аз ог. of their game. There's too much placed under surveillance or la- the political proces; the ТРО said chere was по cour judgment au- 
tacks in the country and a pate of eign terrorist organizations, Er- discretion. Given the sorry record beled first under the law or itsim- in the 17-page report prepared Бу thorizing anyone to label these 
kidnappings, has been on the US mita told reporters on the plane of human tights, it’s really scary. plementing guidelines. its committee on the human rights parties as illegal organizations or 
list of active international terror- to Cagayan de Oro where Presi- Is our criticism now considered of parliamentarians. their members and leaders as 
istorganizations for several years dent Macapagal-Arroyo ad- terrorism?" Saguisag said. Safeguard "It is difficult to believe that rebels or murderers.” 
now. dressed а peace and order sum- Saguisag, among those at the Im Cagayan de Oro, Defense the cases were brought by pure “Apart from the fact that the very 

Partly because of the US and EU . miton the HSA. forefront in the fight against the Undersecretary Ric Blancaflor coincidence, as itwas claimed be- notion of ‘enemies of the state’ 
terror tag, the National Democratic Marcos regime, described the spokesperson ‘of the Anti-Terror fore the delegation with respect smacked of political persecution, 
Front, the political arm of the СРВ Long process HSA as a subtler buta moreinsid- Council, defended the HSA. to the disqualification case,” it the delegation fears that the atti- 
has pulled out of the peace talks National Security Adviser Nor- ious form of martial law. Blancaflor said apprehensions said. tude of the authorities reveals a 
‘with the Philippine government, berto Gonzales, the acting de- Не said it was disturbing that about the law were unfounded The delegation interviewed at strong presumption of guilt, which, 

5 fense secretary and a member of the government was rushing the considering that it has 22 provi- least 14 top government and hu- in turn, raises serious doubts as to 
Ћергеѕѕіме the council, said the proscription НЅАЗ implementation. sions against abuse by law en- man rights officials, including the motives underlying the pro- 

Јове Ма. Sison, founding chair process could start as soon the  “Where'sthe fire? Even in minor forcement agencies as against Speaker Jose de Venecia, Execu- ceedings in question,” it said. 
ој the CPP called the HSA “а re- law takes effect on Sunday. matters, we wait for the guidelines four against the terrorists. tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Established in 1889, the IPU is 
pressivetooloftheArroyoregime “But it is a long process,” Gon... What's the agenda? Is it to please "You can never have a better National Security Adviser Norber- an organization of 140 national 
for intimidating and suppressing zales said. the Americans?” he said. “They safeguard than that,” Blancaflor to Gonzales, former Defense Sec- parliaments, including those of 
Ше peoples democratic move Despite the US and EU classifi- rush the implementation without said at a press conference atthe retary Hermogenes Ebdane. and Canada, Japan, South Korea, 
ment and the broad range of op- cation of the СРРМРА as a foreign апу clear rules for something with Pyrce Hotel. With repor tsfrom Commission on Human Rights Germany, Switzerland and the 
position forces.” terrorist organization, the Philip far-reaching consequences on hu- Gil C. Cabacungan Л: and AFP Chair Purificacion Quisumbing, in United Kingdom. 
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4 killed in Bossi search operation, say Marines: 


By Julie S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
and Christine О, Avendaño in Manila 


ZAMBOANGA ; CITY-—PHILIPPINE 
‘Marines helping in the search for kid- 
mapped Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi 
reportedly suffered heavy casualties in 
а clash in Basilan yesterday with Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) forces, 
officials said. 

Marine spokesperson Lt. Col. Ariel 
Caculitan said sketchy reports reaching 
his office said four Marines were killed, 


nine others wounded and 10 were miss- 
ing in the encounter. But Albarka Mayor 
Jakilan Karam claimed the Marines suf- 
fered 27 dead and the MILF three fatali- 
ties in the clash in Barangay Ginanta in 
his town. 

‘Caculitan said the Marines, number- 
ing about 40 to 50, were returning to 
headquarters in the capital Isabela 
when they were ambushed by about 
300 lawless elements, including Abu 
Sayyaf bandits. 

The fighting started at around 9:30 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER , 


a.m. and ended at around 7 p.m. 

Karam said on the phone that a mili- 
tary truck and two dump trucks were 
torched by the rebels 

"The mayor said the encounter occurred 
during search and rescue operations for 
Bossi, (Related story on Page A2.) 

Karam said the Marines were initially 
pursuing Abu Sayyaf bandits, led by a 
certain Nurhassan Jamiri, who were re- 
portedly holding Bossi. 

The Abu Sayyaf eluded the Marines 
by running toward an area where the 


MILF forces were and it was there that 
the Marines and the MILF guerrillas 
clashed, Karam said. 


Regular operations 

Caculitan initially told the чотак 
the Marines were conducting regular 
security operations which, he said, in- 
cluded efforts to confirm reports that 
Bossi “is in the area.” 

Bossi was abducted by armed men 
оп June 10 in Payao, Zamboanga 
Sibugay. 


SC junks rebellion raps vs ‘Batasan 6’ with finality 


From page Al 
appeal “to warrant the reconsid- 
eration sought." It also noted Bel- 
tran's motion seeking his release. 

Judge Elmo Alameda of the 
Makati Regional Trial Court 
Branch 150 issued yesterday an or- 
der for the chief of the Philippine 
National Police Custodial Center in 
Camp Crame to "immediately re- 
lease” Beltran unless he was being 
held “for other lawful cause.” 

Beltran was released from the 
hospital at 9:30 p.m. 


‘Setback’ 

Malacafiang, through Presi- 
dential Legal Adviser Sergio 
Apostol, said the high court's de- 
cision was a “setback.” 

Apostol said it was up to the 
OSG to “evaluate the government 
position" on the issue. "Of course, 
this is a setback. We would like to 
geta copy of the decision through 
the [OSG]," he said. 

Tn its June 1 decision written 
by Justice Antonio Carpio, the 
high court ordered the Makati 
RTC to dismiss the rebellion case 
that the government had filed 
against the 10 respondents. 

It warned the Department of 
Justice not to allow “political con- 
siderations” to affect its actions, 
and also said the preliminary in- 
vestigation of the rebellion case 
against several of the respon- 
dents was fraught with irregulari- 
ties that “trivialized the investiga- 
tion” and lent credence to the 
contention that the proceedings 
were"a sham." 

“We cannot emphasize too 
strongly that prosecutors should 
not allow, and should avoid, giving 
the impression that their noble of- 
fice is being used or prostituted . 
for political ends or other purposes 
alien to, or subversive of, the basic. 
and fundamental objective of serv- 
ing the interest of justice evenhand- 
edly, without fear or favor to any all 
litigants alike, whether rich or poor, 
"weak or strong, powerless or 
mighty" the decision read in part. 

Beltran was taken into police 
custody shortly after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo declared a state 
of emergency in February 2006. Не 
had been under "hospital arrest” at 
the Philippine Heart Center since 
April 2006 for treatment of hyper- 
tension and other ailments, but re- 
mained Anakpawis chief nominee 
inthe May 14 elections. 

Yesterday moming, Belran's 
blood pressure was a relatively nor- 
mal 140/90. In the afternoon when 
he learned of Alameda’s release or- 
des, he said he felt well and did not 
believe that his blood pressure had 
risen because of excitement. 

^| am ready to return to 
Congress to continue the fight for 


Anakpawis. 1 am ready to start 
‘working, I can again file bills and 
resolutions,” he said. 


P1.3-M bill 

But there is one possible source 
of stress for Beltran—a hospital 
bill of P1.3 million. 

“We've been told by the hospi- 
tal that we should at least pay 
P100,000 up front. The hospital 
and [Anakpawis] are now dis 
cussing how the bill can be set- 
tled,” Beltran said. 

Tha Silverio, Beltran’s chief of 
staff, told the Inquiner that 
Anakpawis had guarantee letters 
and some "cash on hand" to ad- 
dress the problem of the bill. The 
Beltran family also signed а 
promissory note. 

“We don't see it as a hindrance 
to his release,” Silverio said. 

Beltran waited for word in his 
hospital room wit Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan chair Carol 
Araullo, aciivist-priest Fr. Joe Di- 
zon and Anakpawis members. 

His wife Rosario was at their 
Quezon City home preparing for 
his homecoming, and their chil- 
dren were with Romeo Capulong, 
chief legal counsel of the law- 
makers, in Camp Crame to secure 
his release from police custody. 

Capulong said later that crimi- 
nal and administrative charges 
would be filed against the per- 
sons and agencies responsible for 
Beltran’s long detention. 

“Many rights were violated. 
‘There was unlawful arrest and ar- 
bitrary detention. [Beltran's] rights 
were violated, particularly his im- 
munity from arrest as a member of 
Congress...” Capulong said. 


Political color 

In its motion seeking reconsid- 
eration of the high court's June 1 
decision, the OSG led by Agnes 
Devanadera warned against the 
glorification of rebels. 

The OSG also: 

© Contested the finding of po- 
litical color in the prosecution's ac- 
tions, and requested the high court 
en bane to rule on its motion, 

* Maintained there was 
enough evidence to back the rebel- 
lion charges against the respon- 
dents and questioned the dismissal 
of the cases without the lawmakers 
themselves asking for it, 

е Pointed out that Justice Sec- 
retary Raul Gonzalez's purported- 
ly political statement against the 
respondents—that the Depart- 
ment of Justice “will just declare 
probable cause, then it’s up to the 
court to decide"—was not used in 
the finding of probable cause to 
file the rebellion charges. 

* Said Gonzalezs statement 
only reflected the legal procedure. 


Anakpawis member ... 


From page Al 


officer of the Nagkahiusang Mag- 
чита sa Nabunturan. 

He was the 37th Anakpawis 
member to be killed since 2001, 
when President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo assumed office, and the 
304th murdered activist, accord- 
ing to an INQUIRER count. 

‘Alarmed by the seemingly un- 
ending spate of killings of ac- 
tivists, Chief Justice Reynato Puno 
has called for a July 16-17 multi- 
sectoral summit to tackle the 
problem and vowed to summon 
the Supreme Courts "expanded 
powers" under the Constitution as 
a guardian of civil liberties. 


Different versions 

Аз in most of the killings,\the 
military and Karapatan gave dif- 
Terent versions of the circum- 
stances behind the murder of 
Capiales. 

Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, 
spokesperson of the Eastern Min- 
danao Command, confirmed the. 
attack but added that the militant 
was actually a military informer. 
Delgado said that "state agents" 
were behind the labor leaders 
death, 


The human rights leader quot- 
ed an unidentified witness as say- 
ing one of the assassins, a certain 
Lucio, entered the victim's house 
and shot him. 

Three days before he was 
Xilled Delgado said Capiales was 
summoned by the military to the 
Magsaysay barangay hall on sus- 
picion that he was a member of 
the communist New People’s 
Army (NPA). Capiales turned 
down the “invitation,” he said 

‘The military, he said, "is hun 
ing down members of militant or- 
ganizations and farmers groups 
upon suspicion that they are 
members of the communist 
groups.” 


Military informer 

"Cabangbang said the allega- 
tion was unfounded. "lt is possi- 
ble that the NPA was behind the 
death of Capiales,” he said, 
adding: "It is their (rebels) doe- 
trine to kill military informers." 

Capiales "was a military asset 
who had been cooperating with 
our team in Nabunturan,” Ca- 
bangbang said. "He was giving vi- 
tal information to our forces re- 
garding the NPA activitiés in the 
aea before he was killed." 


to be followed in determining where there was 
basis to file the charges. 

Tn Beltran’s case, the OSG said witnesses 
testimony, plus his background as a leader of 
a labor group regularly criticizing the govern- 
ment and a Left-leaning lawmaker, were 
among the evidence used by the prosecution. 

Tt said there were witnesses who heard Bel- 
tran utter “flaming words” and call for Ms Ar- 
royo's ouster as he led followers in a demon- 
stration at the People Power Monument in 
Quezon City that later turned violent. 


Gratitude 

Beltran said he owed his freedom to “the 
thousands of Filipinos who campaigned on 
my behalf and against the political repression 
of the Arroyo administration.” 

He expressed gratitude to his lawyers, Romeo 
Capulong, Rachel Pastores and Amyln Sato who, 
һе said, "all worked very hard to assert my inno- 
cence and to gather support for my case." 

Beltran also thanked friends and allies 
among his colleagues in the House of Repre- 
sentatives "who crossed party lines and 
tended both moral and financial help." 

He expressed particular thanks to Sen. Jamby 
Madrigal who, he said, “made frequent visits and 
kept my spirits up,” as well as then Zamboanga 
del Sur Rep. Roseller Barinaga, “who fought for 
the P125 wage hike bill in Congress with the 
same fervor and energy as would have.” 

3 


Beltran was the principal author in the last 
Congress of the bill seeking an across-the- 
board increase of P125 in the minimum wage. 
The measure passed the House but was те: 
called by the chamber after a number of con- 
gressmen raised questions on its legality. 


Drop the cases 

Bayan Muna’s Ocampo called on the ad- 
ministration to drop “trumped-up cases" 
against progressive party-list groups and to 
"respect the renewed mandate” of the people 
who had voted for them. 

“Ies very evident that the cases filed against 
us were without basis of the law and also a vi- 
lation of our right to due process,” he told re- 
porters at the Commission on Elections fol- 
lowing a meeting with Comelec Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos Sr on Bayan Muna and 
Gabriela's protest against the First Party Rule. 

‘Among the cases that Ocampo mentioned 
were the multiple-murder charges filed against 
him in Leyte and against Сао, Maza, Mari- 
ano and himself in Nueva Ecija, which were 
used in the election disqualification case lodged 
against their party-list groups 

The disqualification case filed by two wom- 
еп claiming that their husbands had been or- 
dered killed by Ocampo and company was 
eventually dismissed by the Comelec. With 
reports from DJ Yap, Nikko Dizon, Jean- 
nette I. Andrade and Michael Lim Ubac 
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off cliffs in a kind of mass hysteria, our officialdom 
seems to have committed to the so-called Human 
Security Act unthinkingly, and want to rush itsimplemen- 
tation with a self-destructive firmness of purpose. The 
other day, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines appealed to the government to review the antiter- 
тог law. But President Macapagal-Ar- 
EDITORIAL — royo’s response was a firm no. With or 
without implementing rules and reg- 
ulations, she said, the law goes into effect on Sunday. 

Like lemmings, the President's leap of faith—leaping 
from the cliff straight into an ocean of public doubt—has 
been followed by mass acts of logical suicide. A public 
consultation was held in Cagayan de Oro City, but minus 
the public. 

To be fair, it isn’t just the Executive Branch that's dis- 
playing lemming-like behavior. Senators who voted for 
the law now seem to have second thoughts, because the 
bishops have spoken. “The law really needs to be re- 
viewed to make it more responsive to the security de- 
mands of the country as well as the entire region,” Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson was quoted as saying. So why then did he 
participate in rushing its passage? Sen. Aquilino РЁ 
mentel Jr. said, “It is a good move to enhance the protec- 
tion of the human rights of the people. But I will not 
shed a tear should the law be totally scrapped.” So then 
why didn't he just vote against it in the first place? Like 
lemmings, the Senate followed the administration's 
Jead, took a leap of faith—only to question their taking 
the plunge. 

Asitis, the United States has already given Ms Arroyo a 
paton the back for her administration's antiterrorism ef- 
forts. And since the Constitution forbids ex post facto 
laws, even administration officials have pointed out that 
every political organization, even those it has labelled as 
terrorist groups prior to the passage of the law, begins 
with a clean slate. So the law isn't really useful, immedi- 
ately, in fighting communists. Besides, because of inter- 
national pressure, both the government and the New 
People’s Army now seem more inclined to return to the 
bargaining table. 

Neither is it particularly useful for fighting terrorism in 
Mindanao. News from the Mindanao peace process is 
promising, with the thorny issue of territorial demands 
by Moro rebels having been worked out. And as for the 
captors of Fr, Giancarlo Bossi, the situation remains unre- 
solvéd, and so it’s premature to even start thinking of 
what kind of charges should be filed. (If it ends bloodily, 
for example, will there be anyone left alive to even hale to 
court?) 

It is actually a very good time to pause, take stock of 
the HSA, and subject it to a little more legal scrutiny and 
additional public discussion. That is, unless the real геа- 
son the President is so intent on having the law go into 
effect is that the administration has turned into a ner- 
vous wreck. Over what? How partisans of the disgraced 
former president, Joseph Estrada, will react to the 
Sandiganbayan's verdict on the plunder case he is fac- 
ing. 

But if our suspicion is correct, then it indicates that the 
law is less about terrorism, and more about expanding 
the administration's arsenal of legal powers that can be 
used to clamp down on the opposition. Something useful, 
incidentally, to strongmen-in-waiting, which is why a 
presidential aspirant like Lacson was willing to oblige the 
administration with regard to the HSA. He might find it 
useful to use one day. 

This is not the time for the country to be stampeded in- 
to adopting willy-nilly a law whose implementing regula- 
tions have yet to be finalized. Even assuming that the law, 
asitstands, might be beneficial, suspending it prior to ev- 
ery election is ridiculous. What Congress should have 
done, as other nations that have passed similar legisla- 
tion decided to do, is give the law a fixed duration, say, 
one year. After which, it must be passed, once more, by 
Congress, which then affords an opportunity for review 
and revision. As itis, the law's defenders grumble that the 
law lacks teeth while its opponents denounce it as too 
vague. 

This is too important a measure for the public to jump 
off the cliff on the President’s mere say-so. 
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BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS, THE COM- 
mission on Elections may have already pro- 
claimed Migz Zubiri as the 12th elected sena- 
tor. Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos told the 
Kapihan sa Manila last Monday that canvass- 
ing of the remaining certificates of canvass 
would be finished that very same day and since 
Zubiri was already leading Koko Pimentel and 
‘was expected to get more votes in the last 
CoCs, he might be proclaimed at the end of the 
day. That is, if Pimentel is not able to get a tem- 
porary restraining order. 

‘That does not mean the fight is over. Pi- 
mentel will surely file a protest with the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal. But judging from the previ- 
ous records of electoral tribunals, his protest 
will not be finished until a few days before the 
term ends and after he will have spent millions 
of pesos more. Pimentel will want the can- 
vvassers to go back to the election returns—and 
perhaps even to the ballots—since the munici- 
pal CoCs are unreliable. 

But since only the Maguindanao votes 
would be recounted, it should not take so long 
Still, Zubiris lawyers will try to delay the 
counting for as long as possible. Their client is 
siting in the saddle already, so the longer it 
takes, the better for him. 

The Election Code should be amended to 
make it difficult for cheaters. (This should not 
be interpreted as saying that Zubiri cheated. 
Still the possible manipulation—without his 
knowledge—of the CoCs benefited him. The 
provincial CoC had Chavit Singson as the top- 
notcher. When the municipal CoCs were count- 
ed, Zubiri topped the count. What happened?) 

‘At present, itis very difficult for those cheat- 
ed. Not only is a poll protest very expensive, 
the process is also very slow. By the time a case 
is finished, very little of the term is left. If a 
protester wins, usually it is only consuelo de 
bobo. The cheater has already cc'lected almost 
all of the salaries and allowances, and pork 
barrel, of the rightful winner. What he wins is 
an empty victory. That is why the battle is for a 
candidates’ proclamation. Once a cheater is 
proclaimed, it is almost impossible to get him 


ANTONIO CALIPJO GO HAD ONE HELL OF 
an ad in this newspaper the other day. Go, if 
you don't know it yet, is the guy who has been 
indefatigably (his enemies say relentlessly) 
pointing out the mistakes and inaccuracies 
that teem in what pass for elementary and high 
school textbooks in this country. A crusade that 
has gotten him not a load of praises from grate- 
ful countrymen but a load of bull—and libel 
suits—from irate textbook suppliers. 

Not entirely surprisingly. Gus Lagman, too, 
exposed the Comelec scam that would have 
awarded its computerization to a company 
that was пс fit to bid, and that company, Mega 
Pacific, has had the gall to file a libel suit 
against him. In this country, no good deed is 
left unpunished, 

I did know about, and applauded, Go's cru- 
sade. But until he published that ad, I didn’t re- 
alize the mind-boggling extent of the wrong he 
‘was trying to right, or the mistakes he was try- 
ing to correct. To say that these are errors is to 
say that George W. Bush is somewhat dimwit- 
ted. I was laughing my head off at some of the 
‘outrageous things he listed down, until I too 
began to wonder what kind of minds they 
‘would end up molding in the schools. Young 
minds are the most impressionable of all, fal- 
low ground for vice and virtue, enlightenment 
and benightedness. 

‘This one from English Book IV is absolutely 
precious: "Many Filipino men and women have 
brains." That should go with an exclamation 
point. Other classic displays of waywardness: 

“You should always address the envelope.’ 
"Kiosk: A structure open at one or more sides 
and used as a bandstand.” "He seemed to be 
‘waiting for someone, not a blood relation, 
much less a bad blood.” "It is very dangerous to 
face a bull that has been played with." "Here's 
for yout” the guard said while hitting Basilio. 1 
guess that’s a transliteration of "Eto'ng sa yol") 
"People are not made to float like а bird.” 
"Galileo invented a magnifying telescope." “He 
became the primetaker of his family’s land.” 
“The lakes widdled down.” “The hen walked 
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out of the stolen position. The present law fa- 
vors cheaters. 

think the law should be amended so that if, 
after a quick preliminary investigation of a poll 
protest, a prima facie case is found, the salary 
and allowances for the position should be 
frozen and then given to whoever wins the 
protest. That should discourage cheaters. 

‘The other guest at the Kapihan was Mani- 
la Mayor Alfredo Lim who told the audience 
that the rally at Mendiola by supporters of 
Joseph Estrada was, contrary to fears of the 
administration, peaceful. 

“That's what happens when you allow 
people to rally freely,” Lim said. "Trouble 
erupts only when the police try to stp 
them. Let them rally to their heart's content 
to let off steam. Give them an opportunity to 
air their grievances. How will you know 
their grievances and address them if you 
don’t allow them to talk? Preventing them 
(from airing their grievances) is like cover- 
ingak_ctle of boiling water. The steam can't 
escape and when there's too much, the ket- 
tle explodes.” 

Lim clarified, however, that Mendiola is 
open only on weekends so as not to disturb 
the students in nearby schools during 
school days. Plaza Miranda, Plaza Bonifacio 
and other parks, however, are open at all 
hours of the day or night, he said. 

Speaking of parks, the Arroceros forest 
park which the Winner Foundation used to 
treat like its own private property and 
closed to the general public, will be open to 
the public at all hours. Winner will rehabili- 
tate it but it belongs to the public. "What's 
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coquedy" "It makes him squirmish.” "The 
potato pursued a disapproving lip." 

Those Eraptions are almost forgivable 
What are not are these: From English Book I: 
Jose Garcia Villa wrote “The Woman Who Had 
Two Navels.” You don't know who did, you 
shouldn't have passed high school. Orthis one, 
from English Book VI: “Fort Santiago was the 
fortress used by Rajah Soliman as his protec- 
tion against the Spaniards.” Never mind that 
Filipinos grow up speaking English like Barok, 
mind only that Filipinos grow up thinking like, 
well, Borat is Go's own example. 

Go himself says these are an infinitesimal 
part of the errors, mistakes, inaccuracies, lacu- 
nae and inanities that riot in our textbooks. 1 
can believe him, if these examples are any- 
thing to go by. Go's own pet peeve is the inclu- 
sion of “tit,” defined as the male organ, and 
“шаша,” defined as pimp in a Grade V “Hiyas 
за Pagbasa” textbook. Though 1 myself have a 
high tolerance for these things, I am at pains to 
see how those words could possibly represent 
pearls of reading, not to speak of wisdom. 

Isthe theory to improve reading skills by sup- 
plying pupils with words that are closest to their 
cultural environment? Indeed, is the theory to 
give pupils an understanding that language is 
not static and that new words are constantly en- 
tering the vocabulary? If so, then I can suggest 
better words than “titi” or “шаша” to give 
pupils a better grasp of their milieu, while im- 
proving their reading capabilities. Examples 
"Воло! (not the Visayan or Bicol variety!): En- 
glish: vote: The cheapest commodity in the 
Philippines." “Filipino/Filipina: The number 
one export of the Philippines.” “Peke: English: 


the use of a park ifitis closed?” Lim said. 

The steel-and-conerete fence will be re- 
moved. А brook and pond with fish and wa- 
ter fowls will be added. Park benches and 
picnic tables will be scattered all over the 
park. There will be abundant lighting to 
make the place safe even at night and to dis- 
courage drug users and other criminals from 
using it. There may even be a petting 200 
with goats, sheep, pigs, ducks and chicken, 
and rabbits so that city children will be famil- 
iar with and be kind to farm animals. 

When the nearby Metropolitan Theater 15 
rehabilitated and reopened for perfor- 
mances, the audience can go to the park for 
cocktails and snacks during intermissions. 
Lim said the rehabilitation of the Metro will 
be finished within the year. It will be the 
venue for zarzuelas, stage shows, vaudeville, 
folk dances and other shows for the masa 
while the Cultural Center caters to the elite 
who prefer the highbrow stuff, he said. 

As for the rehabilitation of Avenida Rizal, 
Lim said the removal of the tiles and the as- 
phalting of the street are already two-thirds 
finished. Another week and it will be com- 
pletely restored and open to vehicular traf- 
fic. 

As for Baywalk, Lim said the shacks of 
restaurants lining it and hiding the famous 
Manila Bay sunset will be removed. He said 
he suspects many of them have no building 
permits anyway. And that they are built on 
the sidewalks which are beyond the com- 
merce of man. 

‘Those restaurants are like squatters, he 
said. They can have tables and chairs there 
but the shacks will have to go, the mayor 
said. And definitely no liquor, including 
beer, allowed. 

Lim added that he is allowing the restau- 
rant owners to dismantle their own shacks. 
“If they don't, City Hall will do it and charge 
them for it,” he sai 

“Those who get hungry can cross the 
street and eat at the numerous eateries 
there,” Lim added. 


fake: Filipino nurses, the Filipino president, the 
12th Filipino senator in the new Senate." 

Or maybe you can retain “tit and "titatita" 
and give them new meanings. Thus: "Titi": En- 
glish: Prick: See also congressman.” “Titatita”: 
Eng. Pimp: See also number one promoter of 
overseas work.” And so on. 

Less facetiously, Go truly deserves praise for 
the zeal with which he is advancing his cause, 
which almost unbelievably seems almost а 
lonely one. Its not hard to see why his pleas for 
the recall and/or correction of the textbooks 
have fallen on deaf ears at the Department of 
Education. The late Raul Roco told me when 
he was still education secretary that during his 
early months in office the DECS parking lot 
ws filled with Mercedes-Benzes. They were 
‘owned by people who either had contracts or 
were seeking contracts with the department 
for printing and/or supplying textbooks. 

‘Textbooks are big money. Filipino authors 
may be impoverished, which include the au- 
thors of the textbooks themselves, but the peo- 
ple who sell textbooks to the education depart- 
ment are not. Cheaper for their suppliers to get 
public officials to forget the three R's than to 
hire people who cost more than three G's to 
correct them. Or since some of them are near- 
uncorrectable, to go by Go's revelations, write 
new ones in their place. 

Go has every reason to give up on the DepEd 
and plead his case instead before the public. His 
cause is better served stoking the wrath of the 
parents of the kids than pricking the conscience 
of the king, or queen, to whom the DepEd offi- 
cials report. Malacafiang won't be bothered by 
benighted textbooks either: It wants only a pop- 
ulation that can obtain enough learnings to 
work abroad and benefit the glorious nation of 
Gloria. Or a population that is sufficiently kept 
in the dark the better to be divided and con- 
quered. Ignorance is bliss—for tyrants. 

Not for the tyrannized. As abundantly 
taught in show-and-tell lessons about fake- 
ness, reigns of error all too easily turn ‘nto 
reigns of terror. 
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A RECENT TRIP TO BANGKOK FOUND ME 
wondering how far behind we are now in build- 
ing our physical infrastructure, Bangkok's new 
airport, large and functional, is one of the best in 
the region, The sight of it made me dread the 
thought of returning home through the old and 
dilapidated Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
as well as the traffic snarled Tramo Street. 

Thailand and the Philippines used to be de- 
scribed as twin countries up to the 1960s, when 
they had roughly the same population and eco- 
nomic size. Curious to check how we now com- 
pare, I looked up the World Fact Book on the Inter- 
het. in 2006, our GDP per capita was $5,000, while 
it was $9,200 for the Thais People living below the 
poverty line made up 40 percent of our popula- 
tion, while it was only 10 percent in Thailand. 

Do we blame this on our large population? The 
World Fact Book says we now number 91 million, 
while there are 65 million Thais. This would ex- 

lain the difference in our per capita shares if we 
Раа the same GDP but Thailand's stood at $585.9 
billion while ours was $443.1 billion. Thai ex- 
ports also amounted to $123.5 billion, three 
times more than our $47.2 billion 

"This is the main reason why the unemploy- 
‘ment rate in Thailand was 2.1 percent, while ours 
‘was 7.9 percent. The Thais don't have to look be- 
yond their shores to find gainful employment 
While 8 million of our compatriots endure separa- 
tion from their families to work abroad 

"What accounts for Thailand's higher production? 
Production comes from a country's installed manu- 
facturing capacity, and its agriculture and services 
Sector, so Thailand's higher GDP would not have 
‘come about ifithad not done a better job of attract- 
ing investments. In fact its investment rate, at 28.7 
percent of GDR is nearly twice our 14.6 percent. 

‘We are thankful for small blessings, such as the 
reported 6.9 percent GDP growth during the first 
half of this year. While some people tend to be skep- 
tical about this figure, given how tax collections 
have fallen below target, our efforts in attracting 
call centers and business process outsourcing have 
‘obviously produced results. And given good infras- 
tructure, we can attrac big investments, such as the 
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16 Нол shipbuilding ойу of Hanjin in Subic, 
and the $ оп expansion plant of Texas пати. 
ments (TI) in Clark. Subic is fast becoming a mar- 
itime center with the new shipyard and container 
port, grains and fertilizer bulk facilities, and dry 
dock for ship repair. Philippine Airlines plans to ex- 
pand its operations to the Diosdado Macapagal Air- 
port in Clark. I am sure this piece of news, along 
With the anticipated completion of the Subic.Clark- 
Tarlac Expressway by yearend helped Texas Instru- 
ments choose Clark over China despite the more 
liberal terms the latter offered. 

‘But we have a long way to go before we can ever 
catch up with our old twin. Thailand has built 
57,403 km of paved roads while we have 19,804 
kan. Thailand's superiority in terms of railways is 
even more dramatic. Their trains run on 4,071 km 
of rails while we make do with 897 km of narrow 
gauge tracks, of which only 40 percent is opera- 
tional. If we have more airports (83 with paved and 
173 with unpaved runways compared to Thailand's 
63 and 42, respectively) is due to geography. We ei- 
ther fly or ride a boat to island destinations. 

But geography is also the reason the Thais have 
a more extensive irrigation system, They have irri 
gated close to 50,000 sq km of land while we have 
only 15,500 sq km. Of course, Thailand is served 
by the mighty Mekong River, but we could have 
built small water impounding systems which are 
better suited to our archipelagic geography. 

But where did Thailand get the resources 
needed to build all these infrastructures which in 
turn attracted investments? One likely source is 
tourism. Bangkok is the doorstep of travelers 
from Europe to Asia. And Thailand has a lot to of- 
fer than just its location, 

їп 2006, Thailand received about 15 million 
visitors who spent some $14 billion. The Philip- 
pines could not even bring in 3 million tourists to 


earn $2.5 billion, On the other hand, our OFWs 
remitted an estimated $14 billion last year, 
whereas Thailand does not even keep a record of 
remittances from its workers abroad. Thus, our 
combined earnings from visitors and OFW remit- 
tances of $16.5 billion is bigger than Thailand's 
comparable figure of $14 billion. 

50 why are we lagging behind? Because we 
have long failed to harness this remittance re- 
source. A Bangko Sentral survey showed that after 
providing for educational and medical expenses, 
and buying or improving their houses, only 40 per- 
cent of our OFWs save and most of their savings 
are kept in banks abroad. Only 10 percent invest, 
while they dissipate their earnings by spending on 
home appliances, gadgets and fast foods. 

"The challenge before us then is how to mobi- 
lize this huge and continuing resource for eco- 
nomic development. And this can be done by pro- 
viding OFWs investment alternatives other than 
buying tricycles for their relatives. 

Tn this regard, the decision of ING and PNB to 
create а $500-million mutual fund for OFWs is 
welcome. But how about creating Special Pur- 
pose Investment Vehicles for infrastructure, mi 
Crofinance or agribusiness for countryside devel- 
ортеп? For example, extending the Subic- 
Clark-Tarlac Expressway to Kennon Road would 
be viable under a BOT scheme. There already ex- 
ists mainstream traffic іп the north-south artery 
unlike in the missionary east-west Subic-Clark 
segment. There are other viable infrastructure 
projects awaiting funding but which local capital 
plus the $14-billion annual remittance from over- 
seas can fund. We can also put up Special Purpose 
Vehicles (SPVs) for infrastructures or business 
ventures that will provide livelihood in rural com- 
munities. 

‘Our compatriots overseas sincerely want to 
help. They just have to be shown how, Wouldn't it 
be wonderful if we could provide them good in- 
vestment opportunities even as they do their 
share in nation building? 


Felicito C. Payumo is a former congressman and 
chair of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority. 


A doctor in trouble 


PHILIPPINE MEDIA ARE CHOCK-FULL OF STO- 
ries about overseas workers who run afoul of the 
Jaw in countries where they work. Some are about. 
to be executed, while others languish in jail. Local 
media have a field day ferreting out the families of 
these beleaguered workers and one family mem- 
ber or two is sure to denounce the lack of support” 
by the government, either to provide legal assis- 
tance orto pay for the repatriation of the worker or 
the shipment home of the remains. 

‘But what of Filipinos who become naturalized 
citizens of their adopted countries? When they 
come in conflict with the law in their new home- 
ands, to whom can they turn for help, assistance 
and comfort? 

Рх. Noel Chua, a Filipino-American internist, has 
been jo jail for almost a year now on a charge of 
murder, but a trial has yet to commence. Edmund 
Silvestre of The Filipino Reporter, a New York-based 
newspaper for the Fil-Am community says “the Fil- 
ipino‘American community in Georgia as well as 
the mainstream community there are outraged” at 
Chua's plight. Many in the community are compar- 
ing the Chua case with that of the three Duke Uni- 
versity lacrosse players who were prosecuted for al- 
едед rape but subsequently cleared after more than 
a year, after the district attorney was found to have 
been “over-zealous” in his pursuit of the case. 

Tn a report published in the Reporter, Silvestre 
said “outraged community members are urging 
the US Attorney General's Office, as well as the at- 
torney general in Georgia, to look into what they 
claim was a grave injustice against a jailed Fil 
ipino-American physician." 

Silvestre reported that Chua, 47, a medical 
graduate of the Far Eastern University was 
charged with two counts of felony murder and 17 
counts of violation of Georgia's Controlled Sub- 
stance Act in the Dec. 15, 2005 death of James 
Carter Ш, a 20-year-old Caucasian college stu 
dent who was found dead on the bathroom floor 
of Chua's home in St. Mary's Georgia. 

CHUA was indicted on Sept. 13 last year and 
has been held in prison since then. His assets 
were also frozen. 
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Silvestre reports that Carter had been 
Chua's patient who became his employee. 
When police responded to a phone call from 
Chua who discovered Carter's body, they al- 
Jegedly found “medication, a hypodermic sy- 
ringe and a white-powder substance" in 
Carter's room. Police later said Chua pre- 
scribed the drugs that had killed Carter, 

But it has been 10 months since Chua's in- 
dictment, and 19 months after Carter's death, 
and the case has yet to go to trial. Silvestre re- 
ports that Stephen Kelley, the district attorney, 
is trying to get Chua to accept a two-year plea 
bargain, an offer Chua has repeatedly reject- 
ed, insisting on his innocence. 

‘What's puzzling to Chua’s friends and sup- 
porters is that almost a year after preparing 
what it called an "iron-clad" case against the. 
doctor, Kelley is now trying to get the state at- 
torney to take over the case, though he insists 
he has committed no injustice against Chua 
and everything was followed "by the bool." 


IN AN e-mail Chua wrote to Reporter columnist 
Dr Philip Chua (no relation), the doctor explained 
why he refused to take the plea. It would require 
him to give up his medical license and DEA regis- 
tration number. He said he'd rather rot in jail than 
admitto a crime he has not committed. 

"It is time for the truth to come out,” Chua 
said, "The last e-mail I received from my lawyer 
shows how weak (is) the case they have against 
me. For charging me with two murders and 17 
drug violations, they are now willing to just give 
me probation...” The doctor also noted that 
even if he is exonerated, his life has been taken 


away and his reputation ruined, 

‘Chua also told other journalists that he was 

treating Carter for his long history of severe mi- 
graines. What he wasn't told was that Carter had 
also been seeing a drug rehab doctor even before. 
his initial visit with Chua. Chua pointed out that. 
“the toxicology report shows that Carter had mul- 
tiple drugs in his system, even drugs that (Chua) 
never prescribed to him." The doctor also said he 
warned Carter never to mix his prescriptions with 
any other drugs. 
CHUA topped the Philippine medical technolo- 
gy board exam in 1987 and ranked 11th in the 
medical board exam after his graduation from. 
FEU, Silvestre also reports that Chua was a 
high school valedictorian and graduated 
magna cum laude from college. He also 
worked for six months as a missionary doctor 
in Palawan, He received the highest honors 
upon completing his master’s degree in health 
care policy and management at Carnegie Mel- 
lon University in Pittsburgh. 

Several community members in Georgia 
have reportedly written their congressmen and 
senators, urging them to investigate the alleged. 
injustice committed against the Fil-Am doctor. 

Silvestre says he has talked with Chua's el- 
derly parents who are “heartbroken” by what 
has befallen their son. Chua, says Silvestre, 
“wants to assure them that he's in high spirits 
and will win this battle to restore his and his 
family's reputation. He said he loves his par- 
ents more than they'll ever know and he will 
do his best to clear his name.” 

Chua, adds Silvestre, knows he cannot 
count on the Philippine Embassy for any form 
of support or assistance since he is now a natu- 
ralized US citizen. But surely, the embassy 
could at least show some interest in his case 
and inquire about the progress in the investi- 
gation while he is being held in a Georgia jail. 

Silvestre says the Reporter is following up 
the case. Let's hope he keeps local readers 
abreast of subsequent developments, too. 


Corrections on ‘history’ 


WHILE EVERYONE WAS TRYING TO CASH IN 
оп whatever good/bad luck was available for the. 
taking at 7:07 a.m. last July 7, 2007, the family of 
the late Ferdinand Marcos was preparing for the 
inauguration of the Mareos Presidential Library 
їп the National Library and the launch of seven 
books on the former president intended to bal- 
ance the generally negative image he has gotten 
these past two decades. 

17 there was any leader who had a clear sense 
of history and his place in history, it was Marcos. 
Thus, I am curious to see what primary sources 
are available in this new library that can give us a 
new perspective on the man and his legacy. Being 
а “martial law baby” I knew no other president 
but Marcos, and as tell my students these days, 1 
actually thought Marcos came with the tacky, 
gold-painted furniture in Malacafiang. In recent 
years, I have been thinking of the ways in which 
ће influenced not only the course of history dur- 
ing his time but also the way we look at history 
and understand it. 

On Jan. 24, 1973, four months after he de- 
clared martial law and began to rule by decree, 
Marcos issued Presidential Decree 105 declaring 
established national shrines as sacred or hal- 
Towed places and protected these and those that 
‘would be declared as shrines in the future from 
acts of desecration, Thus, it was forbidden to dis- 
turb the peace of these shrines by noise, excava- 
tion, or “unbecoming acts" (whatever that 
meant). Furthermore, Marcos set fines and 
prison terms for those who desecrated these 
shrines, Specific mention was made of the Rizal 
Shrines in Calamba, Fort Santiago and Dapitan; 
the Mabini shrines in Tanauan and Pandacan; the 
Aguinaldo Shrine in Kawit, and “Baran, Aklan, 
where the Code of Kalantiyaw was promulgated 
in 1433; ete.” The last shrine mentioned was a 
source of pride in 1956 when the Philippine His- 
torical Committee, at the request of the munici 
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pal council of Batan installed a bronze marker in 
the area with a text that read: 

“CODE OF KALANTIAW. DATU BENDAHARA 
KALANTIAW, THIRD CHIEF OF PANAY, BORN IN 
AKLAN, ESTABLISHED HIS GOVERNMENT IN 
THE PENINSULA OF BATANG, АКТАМ SAKUP' 
CONSIDERED THE FIRST FILIPINO LAWGIVER, 
HE PROMULGATED ABOUT 1433 A PENAL 
CODE NOW KNOWN AS CODE OF KALANTIAW 
CONTAINING 18 ARTICLES. DON MARCELINO 
ORILLA OF ZARAGOZA, SPAIN, OBTAINED THE 
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT FROM AN OLD CHIEF 
ОР PANAY WHICH WAS LATER TRANSLATED 
INTO SPANISH BY RAFAEL MURVIEDO YZA- 
MANEY." 

Kalantiaw was such a source of national pride 
that a Kalantiaw Shrine and Museum was estab- 
lished in Batan, numerous streets were named af- 
ter this legendary—or, should we say mythi- 
cal—figure, and a state decoration, the Order of 
Kalantiaw, was established and conferred on retir- 
ing Supreme Court justices. Then in 1968, William. 
Henry Scott proved that the Code of Kalantiaw 
wasa forgery made in the early 20th century. 

As a historiographical issue it was not а prob- 
lem, but the effect of the truth on the pride of Ak- 
lan, particularly of the municipality of Batan could 
be expected. It took over three decades for Kalanti- 
aw to be officially declared a forgery. When the 
National Historical Institute (NHI) Board did it in 
2002, there was a move to close the Kalantiaw 
Shrine, or ar least to re tool the museum into а 


Museum of Aklan History This was not taken light- 
ly by locals. And here we see how history crosses 
Over from the academic to the political. 

Recently, the Senate moved to include the Mus- 
lim South into the mainstream of Philippine histo- 
ту by declaring the Sheik Karimul Makhdum 
Mosque a national shrine. There are four ancient 
‘wooden pillars їп the mosque that are traditionally 
"believed to have been part of the original built in 
1380 A.D. Such would not be a problem if the car- 
bon-dating of the pillars supported the above date. 
Maybe the carbon-dating is wrong, but again, this 
is not a question of history but the intersection of 
history, politics, local and national pride. 

In 2003, the NHI authorized the transfer of a 
historical marker for the site of the first shot of the 
Philippine-American War from San Juan Bridge to 
а little-known street corner on Silencio and So- 
ciego Streets in Sta. Mesa, Manila. The city gov- 
ernment of San Juan resisted the change, which 
was welcomed by the capital city of Manila. Not 
only was historical “fact” changed, but it was un- 
fortunate that San Juan lost its part in national his- 
tory, as well as the excuse to have a special public 
holiday every Feb. 4. Because of vigorous opposi- 
tion to the move, the NHI staff had to remove the 
marker from the San Juan Bridge at dawn and 
transfer it to the new, corrected, site. 

For this act, Iwas told, there was a move to de- 
clare the NHI chair persona non grata in San Juan. 
and charge him with theft. Fortunately, San Juan 
Mayor JV Ejercito was not swayed to act on the 
latter because the marker was installed by the 
Philippines Historical Committee, the precursor 
of the NHI, so how could the NHI steal what was 
technically its property? 

Ifyou are misled into believing historians lead 
boring lives, think again; sometimes historians 
live quite dangerously. 


Comments are welcome at ancampo@atenen.edu 
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‘Sipsip, sulsul’ 


IVE BEEN ASKED TO PREPARE A PAPER FOR A CONFER- 
ence on management and culture, with a particular focus 
‘What are the main challenges that face leaders in the Philip- 
pines when it comes to organizational dynamics? When 1. 
was first asked that question, two words flashed immediate- 
lyin my head: “sipsip” and "sulsul. 

Sipsip and sulsul (imagine them as terrorist twins or a two- 
headed ^ monster) 
make по distinc- 
tions, feasting, on 
small, medium and 
large offices; govern- 
ment and private or- 
ganizations; busi- 
nesses, political par- р Li 
We "uM religous Michael L. Tan m Sj 
groups. They're also 
а plague in many families and clans, turning even the closest. 
siblings into the worst of enemies. 

‘The sipsip and sulsul certainly aren't specific to the Philip- 
pines. You find them everywhere, but in the Philippines, they 
seem to thrive particularly well because of a particular con- 
figuration of social and historical circumstances. 

‘Let me first describe the two creatures and their feeding 
habits, and then talk about the environment that allows 
them to do so well. 


Kasi 


‘Sipsip’ 

Sipsip is actually the younger of the twins, and the more 
visible and audacious. Literally translated as "to suck,” sipsip 
means sycophancy, an excessive and insincere flattering. An 
‘American slang term, "brownnose,"is particularly graphic in 
the way it describes how the sycophants stick to you, the 
brown nose the result of the way they follow you, from be- 
hind, to demonstrate their loyalty. 

Mauch of sisip is verbal, often conducted by several people 
who form a hallelujah chorus of sorts. In the Philippine set- 
ting, sipsip is also often acted out, the sipsips trying to outdo 
‘each other to do things for the big boss. 

Psychologists know that the exuberance one feels after 
getting praise is always fleeting, which is why leaders can de- 
velop an addiction to their sipsip brigade, constantly in need 
for additional and larger doses of adulation. 

Sipsips can be dangerous because they form a cordon sani- 
taire, shielding their master from any kind of bad news. The 
sipsip is there to assure the leader that he (ог she) can do no 
wrong. Often employed to do public relations as well, the 
sipsip takes care of assuring the public—whether con- 
stituents of a politician or clients of a corporation—that all is 
well under the helm of the Great Leader, Eventually, a leader 
surrounded by sycophants loses touch with reality, which is 
why the family, the corporation or even an entire nation, be- 
gins to fall apart. 

There are two kinds of sipsips. One is the underdog sipsip 
who is fairly low in the pecking order and simply needs to 
survive by licking the boots of whoever is higher up. He is 
usually the back-up voice in the hallelujah chorus and 
doesn’t do too much harm, except to his own self-esteem. 

The more dangerous sipsips are the ambitious ones, trying 
to worm their way into the power structures, They're usually 
not too competent in what they do, and therefore have to 
find other ways to get promotions. By currying favor with the. 
gods and goddesses, they often end up not as wielders of 
power themselves but as influence-peddlers. The organiza- 
tion then begins to fall apart because a premium is placed ott 
‘who you know within, rather than on job performance. 

‘Sulsul’ 

Sipsip’s twin is sulsul, a difficult term to translate. The" 
closest English translation is “to goad” but sulsul also has 
connotations of constant, incessant intrigue. Like sipsip, sul 
sul goes for the ego but beyond that ego, it feeds also on a 
leader or administrator's insecurities. Sulsul is an older twin 
of sipsip, tending to be more cunning in a vicious way. 

‘A sulsulero is usually already unpopular in the organiza- 
tional structure, so to survive, he ot she has to find ways to 
shield the boss (or in families, a patriarch or matriarch) from 
those enemies. And what better way to do this than to identi- 
fy the boss’ insecurities, and to paint a picture of the office 
under siege from particular enemies—the sulsulero's adver- 
saries of course? 

Like the sipsip, the sulsulero works on the boss day in and 
day out so that even a fairly smart administrator might even- 
tually wonder if perhaps there's some truth to what the sul- 
sulero is saying. Who was it who said that if lies are repeated 
often enough, people will believe them? 

"The character Golum in "Lord of the Rings" comes to mind. 
when one tries to picture a sulsulero, a pathetic, sneaky 
weakling of a character. To some extent, yes, many sulsuleros 
are that way, but the more dangerous ones are those who 
come through with a benevolent demeanor. First, the sul- 
sulero convinces the administrator that there are serious 
problems caused by certain people, and then he presents 
himself as the one and only reliable person to solve those 
problems, or to protect the leader from the enemies. In the 
end, the leader relies on a small cabal of sulsulero advisers, 
not knowing that they are the biggest scoundrels of them all. 

The irony is that often, the sulsulero works on the staff as 
well, using gossip to create more intrigues and discontent 
sometimes against the very leader for whom they proclaim 
their loyalty Like the sipsip, the sulsulero ingratiates himself 
with both the leader and co-workers as an intermediary who 
will bring the solution to all their problems. 

Twins father 

As I mentioned earlier, sipsip and sulsul are not unique to 
the Philippines, but they do become greater problems in our 
setting because the two trace their paternity back to our feu- 
dal structures. Our social structures—from the family to the 
most modern corporations—are rigid hierarchies that are 
mainly based on age, class. It is not easy to access superiors, 
and to be frank in bringing up problems so such hierarchies 
create spaces for sipsip and sulsul, 

How do we break that cycle? Leaders themselves, and that 
includes heads of clans, should be more discerning, learning 
to detect the empty praise of the sipsip and the vicious in- 
trigues of the sulsulero. Because our feudal structures are so 
built on age and seniority, an older administrator should be 
especially aware of his vulnerability to becoming surround- 
ed by the sipsip and sulsulero, and eventually becoming iso- 
lated from the world. 

Even more importantly, we need to move away from the 
transactional politics that characterizes our feudal politics. 
‘Transactional politics is based on an exchange of favors, 
which encourages the sipsip and the sulsulero. We need to 
move toward a meritocracy that rewards competence and 
performance rather than praise and intrigue. When that hap- 
pens, people will be motivated to be good at their work, 
rather than spending time on sipsip and шш. 

Sure, there will always be Golum-type sycophants and 
sowers of intrigue lurking around, but they will be hard 
pressed to find a sympathetic ear, from fellow workers, ог 
from the boss when everyone's too busy working. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association ol Philippine Newspapers 
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Give our children 
more 'green' spaces 


THE EFFORTS OF THE INQUIRER 
to draw attention to and promote 
the preservation of wildlife and 
critical habitats in the country are 
truly commendable. 

Оп Earth Day, the government 
took the opportunity to announce 
that it has pledged to set aside a 
section of wetland in Las Piñas and 
Parafiaque for a nature sanctuary. 

‘The site bordering the Coastal 
Road tollway plaza is an area that 
the people of Metro Manila should 
be proud of and care for. Its la- 
goon, adjacent mud flats and 
scrib provide а haven for the 
threatened Philippine Duck, a 
beautiful waterfowl found no- 
where else in the world, as well as 
thousands of migratory shore- 
birds from the Asian mainland. 

Preserving a section of the 
Metro Manila coastline where res- 
idents and visitors can enjoy, learn 


aboutand delight in natural green 
spaces and wildlife should be- 
come a public priority. Taiwan's 
Guandu Nature Park, the mixed- 
use development Mai Po and 
Hong Kong Wetlands Park, Singa- 
pore's-green corridors and the 
Bang Po Nature Education Center 
in Thailand are examples of how 
similar efforts can help improve 
urban design, increase aesthetic 
value and promote the livability of 
the metropólis. 

Now that the elections are over, 
1 look forward to seeing this 
promise become a reality. It's time 
wesetaboutreversing the trend of 
urban decay and environmental 
degradation in our lifetime. 

More parks for people. More 
green spaces for children. 

—MICHAEL C. LU, 
president, Wild Bird Club of the 
Philippines, wwwbirdwatch.ph 
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Meralco’s upward rate adjustment, pro-consumer? 
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Armed Forces 
not a total failure 


WE SHOULD NOT MISCONSTRUE 
the failures of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines in the past as an in- 
dicator that the institution is a com- 
plete failure. Our one and only 
Armed Forces is mandated to de- 
fend and protect us. 

In our common desire to do 
away with the communist insur- 
gency, we have called on the mili- 
tary to exhaust all means to defeat 
it. However, when they commit 
mistakes, many of us are quick to 
condemn them; but when they do 
good, they receive no praise; 
when they die fighting the insur- 
gents, nobody seems to mind. 
They have been fighting the insur- 
gents for many years, but they 
have never complained. They are 
still fighting the insurgents and 
risking their lives till this very mo- 
ment. 

Itis, therefore, so disheartening 
that the unexplained killings of 
activists are immediately attribut- 
ed to the military. This is unfair. 

‘The AFP's image has long been 
tainted by so many controversies. 
And some of its erring members 
have forgotten that they were 
once part of the organization; 
they have become vindictive to- 
ward their own organization—the 
organization they had pledged to 
serve unselfishly. Thank heavens 
there are only a very few of them. 

The AFP chief of staff should 
continue to do his job as expected 
of him. Critics may hurl invec- 
tives not only at his person but al- 
so at the whole AFP But he should 
not allow himself or how he does 
his job to be affected. He has 
proven himself worthy of the job; 
that's why he was chosen and giv- 
еп the responsibility to lead the 
ATP 

—MARINITO B. LAYUG, 
Congressional Village, 
Quezon City 1106 


THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER 
of Ері Cuna titled "Rate adjust- 
ment pro-consumer too." (INQum- 
вр 6/25/07) 

As the president of a homeown- 
ете federation which was a со-ре- 
titioner ín a case filed before the 
Supreme Court in 2004, question- 
ing the legality of the generation 
rate adjustment mechanism 
(GRAM) as an automatic recovery 
scheme, allow me to comment on 
the matter. 

This adjustment stems from 
the fact that Meralco, like the Na- 
tional Power Corp., has its con- 
tracts with IPPs (independent 


In Sunday best for 
* adore the Lord їп holy at- 
tire.” (Psalm 29:2, The New Amer- 
ican Bible) 

*^, . . worship the Lord in sacred 
garments” (Christian Community 
Bible) 


NOW, IF RINA JIMENEZ-DAVID 
does believe or has some doubts 
that the Bible is the “word of the 
Lord,” then she should read no fur- 
ther and just disregard this letter. 
If, however, she is open to other 
people's opinions, then she should 
consider this, with the white-col- 
lar workers in mind: They dress up 
nicely for work—many in compli 
ance with company rules, some to 
show they are employed in offices; 
but all because they want to be 
seen as presentable, etc., to their 
managers and upper manage 
ment. Come Sundays they go to 


power producers) that provide 
for these adjustments, thus mak- 
ing consumers within the fran- 
chise area of Meralco absorb two 
GRAMs—Napocor's and Meral- 
соз. 

After reading Cuna's letter, 1 
wondered how a rate adjustment 
could be pro-consumer especially 
when itis increasing. Cuna did not 
bother to explain how. 

Tbelieve the only way a rate ad- 
justment could be pro-consumer 
is if the consumers’ payments for 
these  undelivered/unconsumed 
electricity are credited as their eq- 
uity in the book of accounts of the 
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IPPs (after all, most IPPs built 
their facilities under a build, oper- 
ate and transfer contract); and if 
the adjustment results in a rate re- 
duction which will always be wel- 
come. 

Thope Cuna and the rest of the 
Meralco management, for once, 
see themselves as ordinary con- 
sumers. 

—DR. BONIFACIO C. DAZO, 
president, 
Federation of LasPifias 
Villages Association, 
Myrna Panlilio Street, 

BF Resort Village, 

Talon 2, Las Piñas City 


(one's) boss rather than for God 


Holy Mass in ordinary house at- 
tire, some of which look like they 
have been slept in? The question 
for the Catholic is: Who is more 
important—God or their boss? 
Who are they more afraid of? 

Protestants, especially the 
"born again" who were formerly 
practicing Catholics, dress a lot 
better when they go to Sunday 
services. Why? They read the 
Bible—something very seldom 
done by Catholics. Hence, they 
have a better appreciation of God. 

Tam 66 years old. In my youth, 
had the usual cavalier attitude to- 
ward God and religion. But even 
as a boy, going to Mass in one's 
Sunday best was etched in my 
memory And if one were dirt poor 
and one's best was a tattered "san- 
do," still he had to wear it, simply 
because it was his best. 


The Vatican has promulgated a 
dress code for all, repeat all, visitors 
to the Sistine Chapel and the ad- 
Joining cathedral—no short pants, 
no flimsy clothes, no bare shoul- 
ders, etc. Many visitors got upset 
and complained. Some of their 
comments sounded like David's. 
After reading David's column 
СА Sunday dress code,” INQUIRER, 
7/3/07), 1 thought to myself, let 
those who are complaining visit a 
mosque in that attire and let's see 
what happens. I bet my life, пог 
one of them will complain or 
protest, except to mutter that the 
shawl they ve been given to wrap 
themselves looked in dire need of 
washing. Why the double stan- 
dard? You tell me. 
—ROCKY B. DENOGA 
colonel PAF (Ret), 
rocden1Gyahoo.com 


Santiago's ‘precedent’ missed out essential point 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO SEN. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago's state- 
ment comparing the case of Sen. 
Antonio Trillanes IV to that of for- 
mer Rep. Romeo Jalosjos. (Ingi 
n, 6/22/07) Coming from some- 
one with impeccable legal creden- 
tials, Santiago's "precedent" 
would have been plausible except 
that she missed out on some very 
important details. 

Jalosjos’ case involves a criminal 
offense for which he had already 
been convicted and was serving 
time when he won another term as 


congressman. On the other hand, 
that of Trillanes involves a political 
offense which is still in the pre-trial 
stage. Thus, Trillanes still enjoys 
the legal presumption of inno- 
cence, while Jalosjos was already a 
convicted felon when he petitioned 
the Supreme Court for bail. No 
‘wonder, the Supreme Court denied 
Jalosjos petition precisely because 
his election into office could erase 
his conviction of a criminal of- 
Tense. 

Santiago should not forget that 
even though Jalosjos had already 


been convicted of a heinous crime 
by a regional trial court, he still 
continued to enjoy the privilege of 
being addressed “honorable.” His 
equally “honorable” colleagues in 
the House refused to heed calls to 
drop Jalosjos’ name from the offi- 
cial roll of House members. It was 
only when the Supreme Court up- 
held his conviction with finality 
that his name was dropped from 
the House roll. 

VIRGILIO R RAYO, 


Zapote, Las Piñas 
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Perennial 
flooding 
in T. Sora 


THIS 18 AN APPEAL 
to the Flood Control 
Division of the De- 
partment of Public 
Works and Highways. 
Flooding is а 
perennial problem in 
Barangay Tandang 
Sora, Quezon City 
and this affects so 
much the subdivi- 
sions adjacent to Du 
rio Creek Tt seems 
that the problem's 
main cause is the 
overflowing of water 
from the creek. 
Perhaps, the creek 
is too shallow and 
1 narrow, and there is 
= ў need to do some 
prise У dredging, widening 
2/000 Lumens, XGA and rip-rapping to ac- 
18Kg commodate the vol- 
ume of water during 
the rainy season. 
—RAMON B. 
ZAMUCOSR., 
18 Fercon St., 
Delta Village, 
Tandang Sora, QC 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 


INQUIRER Northern Luzon 22 
Former rice growers see promise in trees 


By Maurice Malanes 
Baguio City 


NTIL 1990, CLUSTERS OF 

| | ice terraces in an indige- 
nous village in Baguio City 

would turn lush green shortly after 
the planting season and golden 
yellow when the plants were heavy 
‘with ready-to-be-harvested grains. 


"We have been 
self-sufficient іп 
healthy traditional 
upland rice until 
1990, says An- 
gela Diano, 55, а 
mother of four and. 
grandmother of 
six in Barangay 
Happy Hallow in 
the city’s outskirts. 
"Now we miss our 
red-brown and vi- 
oletrice.” 

‘At 7 years old, 
Diano ' started 
helping her par- 
ents tend their 
two-hectare rice 
fields, mastering 
every chore that 
accompanied each 
cycle of rice cultivation from sowing and soil 
preparation to harvesting. 

But a magnitude 7.7 earthquake in July 
1990 shook the water tables of nearby 
springs, which used to irrigate the rice fields 
in Happy Hallow. This altered the village’s 
farming landscape. 

‘The earthquake and large-scale mining ac- 
tivities in the village's borders with Itogon 
town in Benguet dried up most of the water 
sources for the rice fields and for the villagers’ 
homes, says village chair Joseph Sacley. 

Although not widely promoted, the village 
of about 1,000 Ibaloi and Kankanaey families 
could have been Baguio's nearest substitute 
to the more renowned rice terraces in Ifugao, 
which is a more than 10-hour drive from the 
city. Happy Hallow is 10 km away or a 20- 
minute drive from Baguio's Session Road. 

"Until 1990, we were still brewing our own 
rice wine,” says Diano. "But with no more up- 
land rice to brew, people here can now easily 
buy beer and other commercial brews.” 

Many farmers have since shifted to plant- 
ing vegetables such as cauliflower, broccoli, 
beans, bell pepper and cut flowers like mums. 


Introducing trees 

Compared to the other 127 villages in 
Baguio, Happy Hallow remains green with 
mostly pine trees, which was apparently one 
reason no one ever thought of investing in 
planting trees. 

But when an oil company introduced its 
agro-forestry and livelihood program, "we 
immediately accepted it,” says Sacley. 

‘The idea of investing in trees to help pro- 
tect the environment and generating related 
livelihoods was broached by Prof. Ben Wal- 
lace, the director and pioneer of Caltex Philip- 
pines’ (now Chevron Philippines) Good Roots 
project. 

Wallace, together with a lean and commit- 
ted staff, began the project in 1991 in Pagud- 
pud, Ilocos Norte. 

Part of Chevron Philippines! social respon- 
sibility program, the Good Roots project is 
‘community-based and community-run to en- 
sure that residents will have “full ownership 
and control” over it, says Wallace, who, to- 
gether with his five staff members, maintains 
an office in Happy Hallow. 


“Through the projects nursery, we are now 
in the final stage of planting trees in ail vacant 
areas,” says Sacley. “We want to ensure that no 
space in our barangay (village) is denuded.” 

‘Only more than 2 years old, the Good Roots 
project in Happy Hallow already holds busi- 
ness promise. 

"From the leaves of trees mixed with chick- 
en dung from our community poultry house, 
we can produce organic fertilizer for sale,” 
says Sacley. 

"Since we also plant hardwood species, we 


GOOD Roots project director Dr. Ben Wallace inspects the fruit tree 
nursery in Barangay Happy Hallow in Baguio City. 


С 


can ensure that our children in the future сап 
have lumber to use in building their houses," 
he says. 

The promise of income also rests in various 
fruit trees such as citrus, jackfruit, coffee, 
durian, rambutan and others, which village 
folk have learned to propagate not only 
through seeds, but also through budding, 
grafting and marcoting techniques. 


Health 

Not only the potential income from fruit 
trees but the health they bring in terms of air 
quality and added supply of vitamins and 
minerals motivated Elizabeth Dacsig, a newly 
retired teacher, to join the Good Roots pro- 
ject. 

“Even ifTm already old, I was eager to join 
the project because, aside from the excite- 
ment of learning and succeeding in the tech- 
niques of grafting and budding, I know I can 
help give better health and nutrition to my 
family and community,” she says. 

“OF course, any surplus from our fruit tree 
production means added income for us,” she 
adds. 

Dacsig says Happy Hallow's pine stands 
and other trees may soon disappear as its pop- 
ulation grows. 

"So we need to replace whatever trees that 
would be felled and what better way to do this 
than to sow and produce seedlings in our 
community nursery" says Dacsig, 


Drawing inspiration 

To further inspire Happy Hallow villagers, 
Wallace invited Good Roots beneficiaries 
from other towns to share their "success sto- 
ries” during the launching on July 6 of a wider. 
regreening movement involving Baguios 
neighboring towns in Benguet. 

“As old as Tam Iwas able to plant more than 
200 trees—from rambutan and other fruit 
trees and mahogany—in my backyard, and 
now my efforts are bearing fruits,” says 
William Balabog, a farmer in his 70s from Pu- 
go, La Union. 

Balabog says he expects to harvest this year 
from his rambutan and other fruit trees only 
after three years of joining the Good Roots 
project. 

‘Also expecting returns on investments in 


the form of fruits from trees and lumber from. 
hardwood species, Roger Pulido, a farmer 
from Barangay Taloy Norte in Tuba, Benguet, 
tells proponents of Good Roots: “You helped 
us prepare the future of our children." 


Motorola Two-Way Radio Batteries 


ONLY MOTOROLA’ 
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For Happy Hallow villagers, who lost their 
age-old rice varieties, their hope, according to 
Sacley, now lies in the promise of trees that 
residents, including grade school children, 
have learned to plant and nurture. 
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President Arroyo, 
Speaker de Venecia 


Majority Coalition submits 


2-point economic action plan 


Now that the political campaign is won, our 
real work begins. For electoral victory means 
nothing unless it is put to the service of 
country and people. 

In the Thirteenth Congress, we 
accomplished а great deal. Through the 
expanded VAT and new revenue measures, 
we've placed State finances on a sound 
footing. In 2006, the public sector posted its 
first Budget surplus since the financial crisis 
of 1997. This has enabled our country to 
regain a measure of investor confidence. 

By conducting relatively peaceful mid- 
term elections, we've also begun to restore 
political stability. 

But there's much more we need to do. 
We must generate a new wave of reforms 
that will invigorate our economy and 
restructure our politics. 


OUR TASKS IN THESE NEXT 
THREE YEARS 


Toward this end, we've drawn up a 
Legislative Program for 2007-2010 that we 
believe responds to our most urgent needs. 
And we're determined to work in union to 
carry out this Program. We invite all our 
colleagues in the 14" Congress to join us. 
Our Legislative Program for these next 
three years has 12 thematic goals. These are: 


1. Sustain the economic and political gains 
the Administration of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has 
achieved for the nation. 

Speed up market opening to catch 
Asia's new wave of growth. 

Install the political, electoral and 
administrative reforms that will make 
the Philippines a “Strong Republic” 
and lead her to Second World, and 
eventually, First World status. 


Raise our country’s competitiveness by 
lowering the costs of doing business 
and improving workers’ productivity. 
Equip our youth to compete in the global 
Knoivledge Society by modernizing 
basic education and emphasizing 
Math, English and Science. 


“We must generate a 
new wave of reforms that 
will invigorate our 
economy and restructure 
our politics. 

Toward this end, we've 
drawn up a Legislative 
Program for 2007-2010 
that we believe responds 
to our most urgent needs. 

And we're determined 
to work in union to carry 
out this Program.^ 


Focus on our core strengths in 
industry and the service sector by 
striving to become a hub of global 
business-process outsourcing, 
information technology and 
logistics 
Emphasize tourism as a growth industry, 
in which our varied natural 
attractions and our gracious people 
give us a comparative advantage. 
Develop alternative fuels aud energy 
sources to avoid the coming crunch 
in the global oil supply. 

Bridge the gap between our urban 
and rural economies by 
modernizing agriculture and raising 


Give everyone a stake in our country’s 
development by sharing the benefits 
of growth. 

Reconcile the needs of development 
with our duty, as custodians of the 
Earth, to care for our environment. 
Ensure regional peace by building, 
with our ASEAN partners, one 
Southeast Asian economic and 
political community and an East Asian 
Economic Grouping. 


POLITICS MUST TRANSCEND 
PARTISAN INTERESTS 


If we are to achieve these large goals, 
our politics must transcend partisan 
interests. Our politics must begin to reflect 
our highest collective aspirations for the 
national community. 

We are pleased to join Rep. Jose de 
Venecia, Jr. of the Fourth District of 
Pangasinan as co-authors of this 
Declaration and ask him to offer himself 
for the Speakership—because we believe 
he is the best-equipped, by his track record 
and strong political will, by his 
understanding of the parliamentary process, 
his broad legislative experience, his 
standing in the Asian and international 
community, and his conciliatory spirit to 
steer these make-or-break Legislative 
Programs through the Fourteenth Congress. 

Finally, a new term for Speaker de 
Venecia will enable him to carry out in 
the next few months his program for 
electronic voting and the computerization 
of all the House’s law-making and 
ancillary programs. 

То Speaker de Venecia, we pledge our 
wholehearted and militant support. 

Done in the months of June and July, 
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MULTI-PARTY UNITY. Over a hundred members of the mul 
of office before President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo ii 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and the government's socio-economic and ро 
and re-elected members, were led by Speaker de Venecia, 

Leaders Prospero Nograles and Arthur Defensor. 


The beginnings of national unity: Representatives from Lakas CMD, Kampi, 
Nationalist People's Coalition, Liberal Party, Nacionalista Party, LDP, PDSP, 


PDP-Laban, Party-list organizations and Independents have joined forces 


Iti-party coalition in the House of Representatives take their oath 
Маћасаћапд last week in a show of solidarity behind the President, 
cal reform programs. The lawmakers, both new 
Deputy Speakers Raul del Mar and Eric Singson, and Majority 
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* Plus 14 more commitments 
from party-list congressmen 
not yet proclaimed and other 
Members who are abroad. 


** The case of Buhay party-list 
congressmen is still awaiting 
final resolution by the 
Comelec. 
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Across the 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-SMUGGLING 
Group (PASG) has started flexing its muscles to stop oil smuggling at 


the Subic Bay Freeport. 

Undersecretary Antonio Villar Jr, PASG 
head, said a case for economic sabotage, viola- 
tions of customs and tariff code, and falsifica- 
tion of documents has been readied against a 
company that has failed to liquidate at least 
138 million liters of oil, worth P3 billion, from 
out ofthe Subic freeport in the last six months. 

Villar said the case against the firm Tri-Sol- 
id willbe filed any time this week. 

“We are just awaiting some documents,” he 
told the Inquirer in a telephone interview on 
Tuesday. 

"The fact that it cannot liquidate (or make а 
proper accounting of ts stock) means that it sold 
its supply outside [the freeport]," Vilar said. 

Like three other oil importing companies 
based in the Subic freeport, Tr-Solid’s supply 
should only be sold to and consumed by com- 
panies doing business there, he said. 


Rampant smuggling 
‘An official of the Tri-Solid did not answer 
Inquinen’s calls and text messages on Tuesday. 
"The legal action against TH-Solid came after Vil- 
lars meeting with Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves, Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla, Subic- 
Clark Alliance Development Council Chair Edgardo 
Pamintuan and Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
‘Administrator Armand Arreza on Monday night. 
Villar described the smuggling of oil in 
Subicas rampant, saying an average 60 truck- 
loads of oil was being smuggled almost daily. 
То stop this irregularity, Villar ordered the 
establishment of checkpoints at all gates of 


New Multimedia Projector 


the freeport and the deployment there of 
PASG personnel and policemen from the Cen- 
tral Luzon police office starting Tuesday. 

Arreza is coordinating those efforts at the 
SBMA level, he said. 

молк sources said a top SBMA official has 
lifted the suspension order on Tri-Solid. An offi- 
cial of the Bureau of Customs at Subic has not 
also been removed despite the oil smuggling, 


No sacred cows 

Villar said the instruction of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo was to “leave no sacred cows” in 
the renewed anti-smuggling campaign. 

Smuggling, he said, should be stopped be- 
cause it destroys the economy. 

“It is one of the reasons for the shortfall in 
government revenues,” he said. 

Villar said the PASG has also confirmed the. 
smuggling of vehicles in Subic, Cebu and oth- 
er parts of the country on the complaints of 
car manufacturers Toyota and Ford. 

In Cebu, the anti-smuggling effort was be- 
ing met with quiet protests by importers and 
customs brokers 

The importers and customs brokers allegedly 
made the protest after the PASG withheld the re- 
lease of some cargo suspected to be smuggled. 
PASG reportedly issued alert orders on legitimate 
shipments, which embarrassed the owners. 

However, BOC-Cebu collection division 
chief Conrado Abarintos said he could not 
confirm nor deny the reports. With a report 
from Jhunnex Napallacan, Inquirer Visayas 
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Workers at a fishing boat take a break from their tasks to have breakfast while their boat is docked at a fishing 


area іп Tagbilaran City. 


Landslide in Diwalwal buries 5 people 
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1 been identified as landslide prone. 


DAVAO CITY—AT LEAST FIVE PEO- 
ple, induding a pregnant woman, 
were killed while three others were 
injured in a landslide in the gold-tich 
Mt. Diwata in Monkayo, Compostela 
Valley on Monday evening 

Franco Tito, Mt. Diwata village 
chair, yesterday said an avalanche 
of loose soil and boulders covered 
at least four houses in Purok 2 in 
Sitio Summit around 7:30 p.m. 

The victims, he said, were hav- 
ing dinner inside the house of an 
Indaman Jimlanie when the land- 
slide took place following a heavy 
downpour. 

Despite Mt. Diwata's reputation. 
as a landslide area, Tito said the 
Sitio Summit landslide was unex- 
pected because the area had not 


it has raised an alarm for landslides 
in the area because of the rains. 

"People living in Diwalwal 
must really be cautious and take 
extra care because their houses 
are built in the slopes and we 
know the dangers that come with 
this,” Minda Morante, director of 
the OCD in Southern Mindanao. 

In November 2005, at least 32 
miners were killed in a cave-in in 
Diwalwal. 

1n 1999, at least 14 miners were 
also killed in a landslide that was 
also triggered by heavy rains. 

In October last year, at least 13 
miners were trapped inside a tunnel 
following a cave-in, The miners were 
found alive more than a week after, 

Diwalwal, which became noto- 
tious for bloodshed over gold min- 
ing, had been identified as a land- 
slide-prone area by the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB). 

‘An MGB report on the geohaz- 
ards assessment of the area said 
some areas in Diwalwal were un- 
stable because of “poor ground 
conditions and unrestrained and 
unsystematic human interven- 
tion, mainly logging and mining." 

The report also classified cer- 
tain areas in Diwalwal as having 
low, moderate or high degrees of 
susceptibility to landslides. 

The same MGB report also rec- 
ommended the relocation of peo- 
ple living in the landslide prone 
areas to the mountain's southwest 
portion. Jeffrey Tupas and Dennis 
Jay Santos, Inquirer Mindanao 


Survivor key to puzzle 
of Batangas ‘salvagings’ 


By Marlon Ramos 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Tito said three of the dead had 
been found but the remains of the 
two other victims were still in the 
rubble. 

‘The three were identified as 
Ralph Sodia and Rosemarie Ma- 
maril, who was three months 
pregnant, and Marlito Burdeos. 

The bodies of Roderick Cabalu- 
ma and Tata Rosales have not 
been found. 

Efforts to retrieve the remains 
were tough because of the amount 
of soil and boulders that are on 
top of where they were believed 
buried was “enormous,” said Tito. 

“The amount of debris we should 
move away is equivalent to the haul 
of least 20 dump trucks,” he said. 

The Office of Civil Defense said 


City, police said yesterday. 

All had bullet wounds in the 
head, Ваћаз said. They were all 
discovered by villagers at dawn 
on Monday. 

Bafias said the cadaver found 
on a vacant lot in Barangay Tala- 
ga in Tanauan was that of Joseph 
Castro, 18, of Barangay Sam- 
piruhan, Calamba. 

The other bodies discovered 
along a narrow road in Barangay 
Ауа in Talisay were identified by 
friends and relatives as those of 
Deo Celada, 18, and Edison Barri- 
entos, 22, both of Barangay Sam- 
piruhan; and Jayvee Alvarez, 21, 
of Barangay Ваћадего, Calamba. 

Police have yet to determine 
the motive in the killings. 

While the killings of the Calam- 
һа residents could have been the 
handiwork of the same group of 
suspects, there were no indications 
that these were related to the slay 
attempt on Torribio and the killing 
ofthe other victim, Ваћаз said, 

“We suspect that the dumping 
of the bodies of the victims from 
Calamba and those of the two 
other victims were just a coinci- 
dence," he said. 


CAMP VICENTE LIM—POLICE АВЕ 
hoping to unravel the mystery of at 
least five gangland-style executions in 
Batangas from a survivor who is recu- 
perating in the hospital with bullet 
wounds in the head and chest. 
Winston Adrelin Torribio was 
still breathing when policemen ar- 
rived to check on a report that bod- 
ies were found in Barangay Balele 
in Tanauan City, Senior Supt. Pru- 
dencio Bafias, Batangas police di- 
rector, said. He was brought to a 
hospital somewhere in Batangas. 
“The victim is now in stable 
condition. He is slowly recovering. 
We're certain that he could give 
light to what really happened to 
them and identify who wanted 
them killed," Supt. Francisco Ro- 
driguez, Tanauan police chief, 
said in а mobile phone interview. 
A body found near Torribio re- 
mains unidentified, Rodriguez said. 
Four bodies—all bearing tat- 
toos and piercings were dumped 
separately in Tanauan and Talisay 
on Monday and identified as those 
of four young men from Calamba 
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Ermita to AFP: Produce six intelligence agents 


From page Al 


peace and order summit on the Human 
Security Act, otherwise known as the an- 
titerrorism law. (See story on Page A1). 

Ermita said the Intelligence Service of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(арр) should present the agents identi- 
fied by the informant of the Department 
of Justice, 

Concerned with the publicity the in- 
vestigation had generated, Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez said he had told Se- 
nior State Prosecutor Emmanuel Velasco 
to shut up until he had gathered enough 
evidence against the agents. 

It was Velasco who announced the 
other day that he had ordered the ques- 
tioning of the agents, including a wom- 
an, 

`I ordered him to stop talking because 
‘once you tall about these things this will be 
blown up in the media," Gonzalez said. 

He said it remained to be proved that the 
individuals were really military personnel. 

Ermita said the commanders of the 
agents identified by Velasco should pre- 
sent them for investigation so they could 
respond to charges that they were be- 
hind the abduction of Burgos on April 
28. 

“That's the only way we can get to the 
bottom of this,” Ermita said. 

‘Velasco's order to the National Bureau 
of Investigation to question six military 
personnel eased some of the anxieties of 
the Burgos family, which has been 
searching for nearly three months for the 
36-year-old son of the late press freedom 
advocate Jose (Joe) Burgos Jr. 

Jonas’ mother, Edita Burgos, said she 
had been praying "very hard" for some- 
thing to happen in her search for her son, 
who was forcibly taken by three men and а 
woman from a Quezon City mall. 

“I am very happy It answered my 
prayers," she said in a phone interview, 


NBI: Show biz celebs invested in Francswiss 


From page Al 


ties, basketball players, police and military of- 
ficers, office employees, medical representa- 
tives and retirees. 

‘The National Bureau of Investigation (МВТ) 
yesterday named some prominent personali- 
ties who were allegedly among the investors 
in-Francswiss, one of the pyramiding scams 
proliferating on the Internet. 

They included TV newsreader Korina 
Sanchez, actress Claudine Barretto-Santiago 
and husband Raymart, former PBA player 
Bonel Balingit, former Isabela Gov. Benjamin 
Dy and his brother, Victor. 

Ina statement, Sanchez denied investing in 
Francswiss. 

"It was irresponsible for the National Bu- 
teau of Investigation to make the reckless al- 
legation and destroy my reputation as a 
broadcast journalist, which 1 carefully built 
and protected through the years," she said. 

“n my profession, credibility is of 
paramount importance. My name is being 
used by scam artists to attract more investors. 
Т ат currently out of the country, but I am 
ready to face my accusers and answer all alle- 
gations when I return to Manila," she said. 

Manny Fayre, of the NBI National Capital 
Region, said the bureau had yet to verify if 
these personalities were indeed involved in 
the scam. "There is also the possibility that 
their names were used to entice prospective 
investors into joining the investment 
scheme," he said. 


Name-dropping 

Ara was first approached by a recruiter and 
agent to invest in Francswiss in May. 

She did not pay attention to the invitation 
despite the "dropping" of Korina Sanchez's 
name as one of those who invested in the 
scheme that promises a daily 4.5-percent in- 
terest for an initial investment of $1,000. 

Ага knows Sanchez but did not bother to 
call her because she said she had no interest. 
асай, 

The second time Ara heard about Franc- 
swiss, or FS Investment, was after she arrived 
from shows in the United States in June. 

This time, another "non-show biz" person 
approached her sister Christine Reyes, also an 
actress, and "dropped the name" of a popular 
drama actress and one of the main talents of a 
big network. 

‘Ara said actor Jay Manalo once called her 
on her cellular phone and tried to convince 
her to invest in an online scheme that would 
double and even triple her initial investment. 

“We did not get to see each other to discuss 
the investment,” she said. 

‘The third time Ara heard about Francswiss 
was from an actor belonging to a popular 
show biz clan, The actor, a comedian and 
host, texted her, "Super galing, kumita ang 
$1,000 ko makes $45 a day!” 


Instinct 

But still Ara refused to be lured into 
putting money in the scheme, saying that 
she relied on her instincts. "If I have a pre- 
monition, 1 don't enter into any transac- 
tion," she said. 

The fourth time Ara heard about Franc- 
swiss was from another colleague she de- 
scribed as a “matinee idol-type." 

‘This time, though, she was not being asked 
to invest. Instead, she was asked if she had in- 
deed invested in Francswiss. 

“Nol I don't go into that. That's what told. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


A DAY AFTER ORDERING THE INVES- 
tigation of six military personnel over 
the disappearance of peasant leader 
Jonas Burgos, Senior State Ргозесшог 
Emmanuel Velasco yesterday received 
a death threat through a text message, 
warning him that he was up against 
someone called "Emperor" 

Velasco claimed it was "common 
knowledge" that "Emperor" was 
the code name of Maj. Gen. Delfin 
Bangit of the Intelligence Service of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines. 

“Ут not accusing Bangit here,” Ve- 
lasco sald, “I'm not saying that it was 
Bangit's personnel who sent this, This 
might have been made to mislead,” 


Prosecutor claims getting 
death threat from ‘Emperor’ 


Bangit could not be immediately 
reached for comment. 

Velasco said the text message could 
have been sent to disrupt the investi- 
gation into the Burgos disappearance. 


0915-9973844 

‘The text message was sent to Velas- 
co around 1:30 p.m. and came from 
the number 0915-9973844. 

“Hayop ka Velasco. Hindi mo kaya si 
emperor, ihahabol ka namin kay Jonas. 
Bilang na oras mo, magtago ka na 
(Damn you, Velasco. You cannot take 
oh emperor, you'll suffer the same fate 
аё Jonas. Your hourf are numbered, ; 
you better hide),” thémessage read. ** 

Velasco said he had informed the 
police and the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation about the text. 


referring to the DOJ directive to the NBI. 

Edita said she went to church to pray 
and give thanks, 

Ermita reiterated the government and 
the military did not condone the abduc- 
tion and killing of militants. 

“Now, if there are people who did iton 
their own, for their own reasons, then let 
them face the music," he said. 


Velasco ordered to shut up 

National Security Adviser and acting 
Defense Secretary Norberto Gonzales 
said the names of the agents identified 
by Velasco were fictitious. He said he got 
this information from Isafp chief Maj. 
Gen. Delfin Bangit, 

Velasco identified five of the agents as 


the actor. But what's painful about it 
was thata fellow artist mentioned my 
name [as an investor]," Ara said. 

The number of times Ara was ap- 
proached about Francswiss made it 
seem as if the entertainment industry. 
had caught a bug. 

‘The actor-comedian, who sent an 
SMS message to Ara, would validate 
this in a separate interview. Не invest- 
ed money and so did other actors and 
actresses he knew in the industry. 

“Name it, journalists, respected and 
with very high reputations, politicians 
even are said to be investors,” he said 
оп the condition that his name not be 
printed to protect his family. 


Coded names 

But he said there was no list be- 
cause, according to him, code names 
could be used. 

He said the Francswiss website was 
still active days before it was exposed 
in the media and was only shut down 
in the “week” that one of the suspect- 
ed financial advisers of the scheme 
was arrested. 

“A lot of people were really making 
money from their daily interest even 
without recruiting, pyramiding or 
what you may call the Ponzi scheme,” 
the actor said. 

He noted that the only time in- 


M/Sgt. Aron Arroyo and Cpl. Maria Joana 
Francisco of the Air Force, who purportedly 
also are members of Military Intelligence 
Group 15 of the Isafp; T/Sgt. Jason Roxas 
of the Army; 1st Lt, Jaime Mendaro of the 
Army, who is also assigned to the 56th In- 
fantry Battalion, and Lt. Col. Noel Clement 
of the Army and assigned to the Escort and 
Security Battalion, 


‘Not ours’ 

The sixth was identified only as а cer- 
tain TL. or "team leader,” supposedly al- 
so with MIG 15 of the Isafp. 

The Isafp has said that none of the 
supposed Isafp men mentioned were on 
its roster. 

Yesterday, the Army said one of the 


vestors stopped making money was 
"when the website was closed." 

The site this actor-comedian was 
referring to was the website 
http://www.francswiss.biz and an al- 
ternate website, — http://deutch- 
francs.com. By the time the NBI ex- 
posed them to media, the two sites 
were no longer operational. 

When he first visited the website. 
and saw the names of actors and jour- 
nalists he knew, he called them to ask 
if they indeed placed money online 
and he got a "resounding and very ex- 
cited 'yes' for an answer." 

The motivation for him to put more 
money in Francswiss was the fact that 
he made money. 


Too good to be true 

His fianceé warned him about it, 
saying “the abnormally high promise 
of return on investment seemed too 
good to be true." He went on anyway, 
and “tripled his initial investment in 
just several days.” 

“In a sense, I did not lose, but nei- 
ther did I earn because I rolled the 
money before the site closed down. 
What was painful was that the people 
1 invited in and joined did not get 
their money back,” he said. 

After фе NBI arrested Eleazard 
"Ele" Castillo, allegedly the chief fi 


three Army personnel mentioned, 
‘T/Sgt. Jason Roxas, was not on its ros- 
ter, either, 

Army spokesperson Lt. Col. Ernesto 
Torres said the Army had no officer 
named Jaime Mendaro but it had one by 
the name of Jaime Mendaros Jr., also a 
first lieutenant, and he was in Singapore. 
formilitary training. 

Mendaros, formerly posted to the 
56th IB in Bulacan, has been in Singa- 
pore since early this month. 

The Burgos abduction is the most 
prominent of recent attacks on leftist 
militants in the country. Since Ms Arroyo 
took office in 2001, more than 800 ac- 
tivists have been killed allegedly by secu- 
rity forces, according to the human 
rights group Karapatan. 

Edita said that of the names released 
by Velasco, two were names she had also 
come across. 


Similar names 
У She said that “through friends" she 
was given some names of people who 
might have had something to do with 
Jonas abduction. 

But Edita said she had not yet done 
any verification of the names given her. 

She said she had not released the 
names because it would have been 
unfair to have done so without veri- 
fication, 

sBangit insisted his command had 
побила to do with Jonas’ disappear- 
ince as he expressed frustration 
with the reports linking Isafp agents 
tothe case. 

Bangit vowed to clear his com- 
mand's name by intensifying its own. 
investigation. He reiterated that a 
check of the names of the Isafp 
agents mentioned showed they “do 
not exist as per our official record is 
concerned.” 

"Now, the only way to check is for 


nancial adviser of Franeswiss, a lot of 
people in the entertainment industry 
“got scared,” the actor-comedian said. 

At the NBI, Fayre said Castillo re- 
portedly admitted that he recruited 
the Dys and the Santiagos. 

Fayre said Castillo, along with oth- 
er “financial advisers" of Francswiss, 
used to hold meetings at the house of 
the Santiagos. 

Sanchez was allegedly recruited by 
acertain Jay Heredia, a “downline” of 
Castillo. She reportedly invested P15 
million. 

‘The NBI said that the prominent 
personalities, particularly Sanchez, 
were being used by those behind the 
seam to pacify irate victims. 


Text message on Korina 

The NBI was referring to the text mes- 
sage reportedly circulating among Franc- 
‘swiss investors. The message reads: “FS 
advisory: To all investors, remain calm. 
‘The server will resume anytime, Korina 
will fix bad publicity as soon as she gets 
back from the States. We are not violat 
ing any law, we are not pyramiding scam 
because even if we are not recruiting we 
can get our interests, Francswiss is doing 
its part for the people. 

Fayre said that the NBI might invite 
the prominent personalities to shed 
light on the pyramiding scheme. 


WORLD-CLASS EQUIPMENT 
TO MATCH YOUR BUDGET! 


the witness to really come out and tell us 
why this isso,” Bangit said in a phone in- 
terview. 


More denials from Bangit 

He reiterated that Isafp had done an 
internal investigation and that none of 
its units was found to have been in- 
volved. 

He said he “could still look (Ms Bur- 
gos) in the eye (and say) Isafp had noth- 
ing to do with the disappearance of 
Jonas.” 

‘Asked if he had looked into the possi- 
ble involvement of other military units, 
Bangit merely disclosed what he said he 
told the Commission on Human Rights. 

He said CHR officials had asked 
whether he was discounting any military 
involvement, 

“My answer is there are two theories 
that are very possible. One theory is a 
group outside the Armed Forces [may 
have done it] and maybe the (other) the- 
ory is that it's possible within the Armed 
Forces." 

“In due time, we will make our report 
to the proper authorities... but as of now, 
what is very evident is... that Isafp is not 
in any way connected with this disappear- 
ance" With areport from Tina Santos 
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MARKET LINKAGE PROGRAM 


Tinatawagan po namin ang mga prodyuser ng mga produktong bukid! 

Dalhin lamang ang inyong mga produkto sa mga Barangay Food Terminals (BFT) dito sa Metro Manlia. 
Рага за ating mga mamamayan, makabibili kayo ng mga produktong займа за presyong abot kaya. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


“Kasaganaang Abot-Kaya” 


LIST OF OPERATIONAL BARANGAY FOOD TERMINALS 


QUEZON CITY 


TAGUIG Bgy. Signal 


Boy, 198 


Ву. Batasan 


Boy. Pansol 
Bay. Kristong Hari 


Boy. Tuktukan 


Bay. 649 (BASECO) 
Bay. 630 (PUP Sta. Mesa) 
Bay. 129 (Smokey Mountain) 


Linda Ludovica 


Angelina Abril 


Village Corazon Rillera 


Nelia Balauro 


Ranulfo Ludovica. 


Narciso Cuntapay 


Elizabeth Ramos 
Teresita Lumactud 
Dorotea Mabanan 
Danilo Mendoza 


Laudemer del Carmen 


Boy. Captain 
Operations Manager 


Operations Manager 
Bay. Captain 


Operations Manager 
Operations Manager 


Chairwoman 
Bay. Captain 

Program Coordinator 
Operations Manager 


Kagawad/Operations Manager 


(0927)5296245 


433-2866 | (0915)5719701 
416-0113 / (09217435895. 


528-4527 | (0918)6006816 / 838-2404 
(0916)4249180 / 6281999 loc. 618 


536-3827 / (09184878957 
(0906)2131432 
(0919)8442371 / 497-4561 


(0917)5025060 / (0921)4488502 


Рата за karagdagang impormasyon, tumawag sa: 
Department of Agriculture: 920-4073; 920-4072 
Makipag-ugnayan kina Joyce, Leonor at Leny 
Mag-email: framos@da govph; lenski_phil@yahoo.com 
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Textus your feedback: inquirer met name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr. metroGinquirercom.ph 


ANTI-RED DRIVE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
Ё “Dib YOU KNOW . : 


Websites ба тада PASIG River, which stretches 25 kilometers from Laguna de Bay to 

Manila Bay, has been the scene of many historic events, like the re- 
placement of the native rajahs by Spanish conquistadors in the 16th 
Century, an attack by a Chinese pirate in 1574, and the British Invasion 
0f 1762. The river was also used as a transport route by Katipuneros 
led by Andres Bonifacio on their way to attend secret meetings, 

But the river, treated as a waste basin by communities lining its banks, has 
deteriorated through the years. The Pasig River started to emit a bad smell in 
the 1960s. In 1985, all types of fishing came to ап end. According to a 2006 
report by the United Nations Human Development Program, Pasig River is one 
ofthe world’s most polluted rivers. Cyri L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Soldiers | 


return 
to QC, 
Taguig 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


THE SOLDIERS ARE BACK IN 
Metro Manila, with the military 
leadership ordering their rede- 
ployment to nine barangays in 
Quezon City and Taguig City 
yesterday. 


‘Next week, more soldiers, this time accompa- 
nied by two policemen in each military squad, 
‘would be sent to Manila and Caloocan, accord- 
ing to Col. Ricardo Visaya, chief of the Army's 

SOLDIERS/A22 


victims of the Payatas trash slide seven years 
ago. Amemorial service was held yesterday by 
relatives and friends of the victims. маст овлстша 


Biogas project 
at Payatas dump 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


‘THE QUEZON CITY GOVERNMENT YESTER- 
day held a groundbreaking ceremony at the 
Payatas dump for its biogas emission reduc- 
tion project, which it described as its contri- 
bution toward reducing the harmful effects of 
global warming. 

Louie Sabater, Environmental Protection 
and Waste Management Department plan- 
ning officer, said the ceremony signaled the 
start of the project, which aims to convert 
methane gas harvested from the dump and 
tur itinto a source of energy. 

“The Department of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources has given us a letter of ap- 
proval to finally begin the project,” Sabater 
told the Inquinen. 

According to the official, the biogas emis- 
sion reduction project has qualified as a Clean 
Development Mechanism, in accordance with 
the United Nations Framework on Climate 
Change Convention. 

"As Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. said, our 
priority is to keep our environment safe,” 
Sabater said. 

He added, "We are also doing this to im- 
prove the air quality of nearby communities.” 

Sabater said that in harvesting methane—a 
greenhouse gas 21 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide—and converting it into elec- 
tricity, the city government is doing its share 
in lessening the effects of global warming, 
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PhilAm 


Savings Bank 


Php1,000,000,000.00 


LoNc-TERM NEGOTIABLE CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
Due 2012 


Interest Rate 7.25% p.a. 


Minimum Investment 


Php100,000.00 


Term 5 years & 1 month 


Offer Period July 6-12, 2007 


Maturity Date August 20, 2012 


ARRANGER 

Standard & 

Chartered & 
SELLING AGENTS 
Standard 
Chartered 


> 


For inquiries, please call AIG PhilAm Savings Bank: Main Office 813-9740 to 4tePreferred 885-0691 locals 8550/8552«Tower 885-0691 locals 
8565/8571 .МаБапа 850-8092 to 95eOrtigas 637-5572«West Avenue 374-8850 to 51«UN Ave 524-7753«Batangas (043) 723-5669«Cebu (032) 
254-5928«5an Fernando (045) 961-6125 Citicorp Financial Services & Insurance Brokerage Phils., Inc: 423-6355/423-6558 Standard Chartered 
Bank: Makati 878-2916«Alabang 850-8474sOrtigas 910-5621«Quezon City 929-3589 or 929-3519sCaloocan 362-7265«Cebu (032)416-1888 
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PhlAm 


Savings Bank 


Member of he Phiippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial services: 
Maximum Deposit Insurance far Each Depositor P250,000 


inceeProperty and Casualty Insurance@Health Care 
Mortgage and Credit Cards 
ty Development. 
lancassurannce 


Savings Bank 


IG PhilAm 


Business Process Outsourcing’ 


A Subsidiary of American International Group, Inc. (AIG) 


A landmark development 
of Sta. Lucia Realty 


Call: (02) 634-8112 

(02) 634-2262 

(02) 631-7389 

T MARKETING NETWORK: 


Fil-Estate Grouj 


of Marketing Companii 


SUMMIT POINT 


GOLF & RESIDENTIAL ESTATE 
Lipa City, Batangas 
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E-jeep test run г 


Borgy files counteraffidavit 
on mauling complaint 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


COMMERCIAL MODEL FERNAN- 
do Martin "Borgy" Manotoc went 
to the Taguig City Prosecutors’ 
Office yesterday to answer the 
charges of serious physical in- 
juries filed against him. 

Manotoc, the grandson of for- 
mer President Ferdinand Marcos 
and the son of former Ilocos 
Norte Rep. Imee Marcos, was 
tight-lipped when he presented 
himself to Prosecutor Ricardo Es- 
trabo at around 11 a.m. 

Manotocs lawyer, Abraham Es- 
pejo, refused to discuss the contents 
of his clients counteraffidavit. 

"But basically, the gist of it is that 
my client is innocent and that he is 
notin anyway involved in the maul- 
ing incident," Espejo told reporters. 

Manotoc, and several others, 
have been accused by Carlo 
Brown, 22, of beating him up at 
the parking lot of the Embassy 


Wounded guard foils attempt 
to rob Caloocan company 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


EIGHT MEN WHO BROKE 
into the warehouse office of a 
forwarding company in 
Caloocan City at dawn the 
other day were stopped by a 
guard who shot and killed 
one of the suspects. 

Police said the watchman, 
Marvin Sarip, 28, was 
stabbed by the suspects and 
was taken to the Manila Cen- 
tral University hospital for 
treatment. 

PO1 Ronwaldo Bermudez, 


officer on the case, said Sarip 
was patrolling the premises 
of Trans Ocean Terminal lo- 
cated on Tawilis St, Dagat- 
dagatan Extension, Caloocan 
City, at 1 p.m. Monday when 
he saw several men entering 
the warehouse through a side 
door. 

Sarip accosted the suspects 
who attacked him before he 
could call for help from the 
other 
added. 

"They ganged up on the 
victim and managed to stab- 


Bar in Taguig City on April 9. 

Espejo expressed confidence 
that the case against his client 
would not prosper, as he claimed 
to have two witnesses testifying 
that Brown's injuries were caused 
by pieces of broken glass from a 
‘window which he punched, 

However, Brown's lawyer, Her- 
minio Banico, maintained that 
the physical evidence—the in- 
juries Brown — sustained—is 
stronger than any statement is- 
sued by witnesses. 

“The physical evidence speaks 
for itself. it is unquestionable. 
Carlo has wounds on his head. 
And he does not have cuts on his 
hands to prove the witness’ claim 
that Carlo punched a glass pan- 
el," Banico told the INQUIRER. 

Brown's camp is set to file its 
reply to Manotoc's counteraffi- 
davit on July 24. Espejo said they 
would submit a rejoinder affi- 
davit, if necessary, on Aug. 14. 


guards, Bermudez 
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esults awaited | 


ByD] Yap 


IF THE TEST RUN PROVES TO BE 
а success, "e-jeepneys” can poten- 
tially triple the income of drivers 
of passenger jeeps, the leader of a 
transport group said on Monday. 

‘Asa sign that they are warming 
up to the earth-friendly vehicles 
that run on electricity, Makati 
City jeepney drivers have ex- 
pressed support for the test run. 

“This project will be a big help 
to us jeepney drivers, and we 
hope it becomes successful,” said 
Biminindo Jose, president of the 
Unified ‘Transport Federation of 
Makati (UTFM). At present, а 
substantial portion of a driver's 
daily earnings is spent on diesel 
alone, he noted. 


THE E-JEEPNEY, 
the Earth-friendly 
vehicle, runs side. 
by side with 
the traditional 
passenger jeepney 
which runs on gas, 7 
The e-jeepney, on 
the other hand, is 
fueled by electrici 
Jeepney drivers 
Makati say the e- 
jeep could mean 
more income for 
them since they 
‘would no longer 
have to spend 
money on gas. 
CCoNTHBUTED PHOTO 
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"Since the e-jeepneys run pure- 
ly on electricity, jeepney drivers 
willno longer be burdened by the 
high price of gasoline,” Jose 
added 

Makati City public affairs chief 
Joey Salgado said the two vehi- 
cles the city leased from Green 
Renewable Independent Power 
Producer (GRIPP) would start its 


He said the city was still for- 
malizing talks with the Land 
‘Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board for guidelines 
on the operation of the vehicles. 
The city is eyeing the stretch of 
Ayala Avenue from Edsa to the 


Makati Fire Station as the ejeep- 


route. Salgado said the matter of 
‘who would drive the two e-jeep- 
neys is still up for discussion. 


According to Jose, ifthe e-jeep- 
neys prove to be feasible in the 
long run, Makati jeepney drivers 
could look forward to a three-fold 
increase in their daily income. 
Since the ејеерпеуз do not 
emit smoke, health risks for 
drivers are also substantially less- 
ened, added Jose after a recent 
meeting with officials and engi- 
neers from the Solar Electric Co. 


(Solarco), Greenpeace and GRIPR 

Solarco and GRIPP engineers 
fielded technical questions from 
24 leaders of jeepney operators’ 
associations. The drivers also 
took turns driving the e-jeepneys. 

‘The UTFM, the largest federa- 
tion of jeepney drivers and opera- 
tors in Makati, is composed of as- 
sociations of drivers and opera- 


him," the police investigator 
said. Sarip, 
able to pull out his service 
firearm and fire on his attack- 
ers, killing one of the suspects 
on the spot. 

The fatality was identified 
through 
card found in his pocket as 
Rene Bawag, 2220 Landaska 
St. Torsillo, 

"rhe police are now looking 
for the seven other suspects 
who were able to escape 
without taking anything with 
them, Bermudez said. 


regular run next week. 


By Allison W. Lopez 


EXPECT MORE DRUG RAIDS IN MANI- 
la after Mayor Alfredo Lim authorized 
the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agen- 
cy (PDEA) yesterday to conduct as 
many operations in the city as possible. 
“Walang red tape sa akin. Basta gusto 
ko maka-score kayo ng maka-score,” (1 
don't believe in red tape. All Imm con- 
сетей with is results), Lim told PDEA 
operatives in a meeting with PDEA di- 
rector general Dionisio Santiago and 
other anti-illegal drugs groups in the city- 
he mayor commended the drug 
agency's recent raids on shabu laborato- 


however, was 


an identification 


lloocan City. 


Civil Military Operations Battalion. 

Visaya said the redeployment of 
the troops was ordered the other day 
by Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. 

Apart from carrying out civil work in 
the communities, “more vigorous actions 
will be undertaken to educate the people 
about the deceptions of the Communist 


Soldiers return to QC, Taguig 


ries, particularly on Soler Street, where 
the PDEA confiscated millions of chemi- 
cals used for making the illegal drug. 

"The demolition of "Little Vietnam" 
in Quiapo on Friday, added Lim, was 
part of his administration's стас 
down on alleged drug dens. He earli- 
er vowed to rid the city of prohibited 
drugs in six months. 

Santiago, a former general, said Ве 
shared Lim's advocacy against drugs 
and crime in general. 

"We want to do the same things. 
we're both law-enforcement persons, 
Kapag ganyan ang chief executive 
niyo, gagalaw talaga ang pulis (The 


Party of the Philippines,” Visaya added. 

“They will be taught how to 
counter the recruitment of the CPR” 
the official said in a text message 

‘According to Visaya, soldiers will 
stay in the metropolis until “we are 
sure that the residents can already 
defend themselves.” 

The return of military troops to 


tors plying 34 routes in the city. 


More drug raids to follow—Lim 


cops will do their job if they have a 
chief executive like him),” said Santi- 
ago of the former Manila police chief. 

Policemen who protect drug syndi- 
cates, said Lim, will receive по mercy. 

Members of the Dangerous Drugs 
Board, Philippine Coast Guard and 
Gitizen’s Crime Watch, also attended 
the conference and pledged their sup- 
port for Lim's campaign. 

"There is no room for failure. If 
there is anyone who can do this, itis 
each and everyone of us," said Lim, 
‘who told the groups to be unafraid in 
using “unorthodox methods” as long 
as these are within the law. 


From page A21 


Metro Manila came two months after 
they were pulled out before the May 
14 elections. 

The Armed Forces deployed its 
men to poor barangays in the 
metropolis last year to train them on 
civil military operations and to stop 
an alleged recruitment program car- 
ried out by communists. 


[С MeTROBRIEFS 
Japanese trader arrested 

A JAPANESE businessman was arrested for al- 
берей mauling his 3-year-old stepdaughter to 
death inside а condominium unit in Manila last 
Sunday. Shiozawa Toshiyuki, 39, was arrested at- 
ter Harrold Dua, his live-in partner and the 0115 
mother, filed a complaint with the police. Chiet In- 
Sp. Alex Yanquiling, head of the Manila Police Dis- 
tiot homicide division, said the victim, Kate Julia, 
Was rushed to the Manila Doctors Hospital with 
Several bruises all over her body at 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Toshiyuki, however, claimed the victim was injured 
when she fell down the stairs in their unit at the 
Legaspi Towers on Vito Cruz St., Malate, Manila. 
The victim, however, died of injuries the following. 
day. According to the victim's mother, har lve-in 
parinr otten beat up her daughter, punching her 
End beating her with а stick. Yanquiling said mur- 
дег charges would be fled against the suspect 
Whois now detained at the MPD headquarters 
“The suspect said he only wanted to discipline the 
victim because they were preparing to move to 
арап," the police oficial sid 


the Ayala Malls Cinemas 
BOOSTER BUDDY . 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bidg. 265, Barryman St, 


Ө = Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Philippines 2222 


та, Nos. (6347) 252-4214/429014282 Fax (6347) 252-42844251 


мл ВАС 
Various Supplies/Equipment 
SOMA, вва. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The SUBIC BAY METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY (SBMA), through its Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (ВАС), invites suppliersimanufacturersidistributors! 
‘contractors to apply for еду and to bid for the hereunder tems: 
lott | йет to Bid TApproved Budget 

Cost (ABC) 
P 816225082 
1,607,695 00 
712800000 


provides height ор 


тот! 
tor 
TOTI 


Various Office Supplies. 
Engine Oils and Lubricants 
Various Battery Packs and 
Antennas for Motorola Handheld Radios 
Two (2) units Rigid Infatable Boats 
Three (3) Passenger Van. 

1) Two (2) unis Patrol Motorcycle 
(400сс-600сс) 

2) Two (2) units Dirty Bike Р 
type Motorcycle (125 co) 


Prospective bidders must be manufacturers or authorized distributors of the 
above-mentioned supplies and equipments for bidding, must have proof of 
completion for the delivery ofthe same and related project within the last two (2) 
years with an amount of atleast йу percent (50%) of пе proposed project for 
bidding. The Еу Check/Screening as ией as the Preliminary Examination 
‘of Bids shall use non-dsoreionary “pass/fail” criteria. Post-qualiication ofthe 
Jowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
Al particulars relative to the Egit Statement and Screening, Bid Secu, 
Performance Security, Pe-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualficaton and Award of Contract shall be govemed by ће pertinent provisions 
of RA, 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 
The complete schedule of activities is listed as folows: 
Activities Schedule 

T. issuance of Bid | July 18 lo 25, 2007 

Documents — | 80am. 0500 pm 


тоту 
ТОТУ 
tor vi 


р 150000000 
Р 130000000 
P 1,400,000.00 


120,000.00 


Tina G. Santos 


Police question 49 persons 
POLICE rounded up and questioned 49 persons 
when they raided a compound in Pasig City on 
Monday night. Led by Pasig City police chief, Se- 
nior Supt. Frank Uyami, the operation was con- 
ducted at about 9:20 p.m. at Vioper compound in 
Barangay Malinao. In a report, Uyami said two of 
those rounded up were detained after they were 
discovered to have standing arrest warrants. 
Uyami identified the two as Alexander Eugenio. 
and Edgar Цело, both of whom have pending 
Warrants for charges of frustrated homicide and 
illegal gambling operations, respectively, Three 
other men were also arrested after police caught 
them using drugs in one of the houses in the 
compound. Uyami identified the. alleged marijua- 
na users as Bernardo Aboy, Limuel Марш! and 
Frederick Herrera who was caught with two plas- 
tic sachets of marijuana leaves. Police immedi- 
ately released those who did not have police 
records. Two weeks ago, the Pasig City police 
eld a similar raid in Mapayapa Compound in 
Barangay Sto. Tomas, rounding up 45 people and 
detaining two persons. 


Venue 
ВАС Secretariat 
Procurement and Property 
‘Managemen! Dept. (РМО) 
Rm. 201, Bldg. 285, 
Вапутап Road, SBFZ. 
PPMD Conference Room 
Procurement and Property 
Management Dept. (PPMO) 
Rm. 201, Bldg. 255, 
Barryman Road, SBFZ 
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2 Pre-Bid 
Conference. 


Tot Wand И 
‘uly 25, 2007. 
2:00 pm. 
Wednesday 


Ayala 


LOT IV, V and VI 
July 26, 2007 
200 p.m. 
Thursday 
TOT 1, W and И 
‘August 8, 2007 
2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 
LOT IV, V and V 
‘August 9, 2007 
2:00 p.m. 
Thursday 


3, Submission 7 


Procurement and Properly 
Opening of Bids 


Management Dept. (PMD) 
Rm. 201, Bldg, 255, 
Barryman Road, SBFZ 


Kristine L. Alave. 


Voice-as-asset seminar 

AWARE of the significant role a professional's 
speaking voice plays in achieving his transaction- 
al objectives, voice therapy/rehabllittion special- 
ist and classical singer Joscephine Gomez, ear, 
nose and throat specialist Dr. Gil М. Vicente, and 
Carlos Perion will hold a Voice-as-Asset seminar- 
workshop today until July 13, from брт.109 
p.m. and on July 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m, 
D The Corporate Mind Training Room, City and 
Land Mega Plaza, ADB Ave. cor Garnet Rd., Orti- 
gas Center, Pasig City. They wili talk about the 
Scientific and aesthetic aspects of voice produc- 
tion and lead participants in discovering their 
"best voice; 


Bid Documents wil be avilable to prospectivo bidders only upon payment fa 
Fon-elundebie amount of PS 000.00{orLot and P §00.00each for Lots o VI 
tothe SBMA Treasury Dept, Bldg. 229, Вапутал Road, SBFZ. 

The SBMA assumes no responsiblity whatsoever to compensate indemnify 
Bidders for any expenses incuredin ће preparation ofthe bid. 


(Sgd.) ATTY. JOCELYN G. ALVARADO 
ВАС Chairman 


Yos bookings, ple. call Lows st 752-7862 
‘or Lite at 757-3861 to 62 


у. ay 11.2007) 
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58 killed in Pakistan mosque siege 


ISLAMABAD—PAKISTANI TROOPS STORMED A 
pro-Taliban mosque in the heart of Islamabad оп 
Tuesday in a bid to free hundreds of women and 


,SC to hear Red Mosque siege 


Toll increasing as militants resist 


corruption government forces _ 


children, sparking fierce gun battles which left at 
least 58 people dead. 


ISLAMABAD || Female seminary 


AFGHANISTAN 


BANGKOK-—THAILANDS SUPREME 
Court agreed on Tuesday to hear 
corruption charges against top- 
pled Premier Thaksin Shinawa- 
tra, in the first graft case against 
the billionaire to reach court 
since last year's coup. 

‘Thaksin and his wife Pojaman 
have been charged over a contro- 
versial land purchase in 2003, and 
the former prime minister must 
now return to Thailand from exile 
abroad or face а possible arrest war- 
rant. 

“The judges have agreed to ac- 
cept the case put forward by prose- 
cutors. The first hearing will be on 
‘Aug. 14," said Tonglor Chomngarm, 
head of a panel of nine Supreme 
Court judges who will hear the case. 

‘A court summons was expected 
to be delivered to the couple within 
three days, and prosecutors said 
that the pair, who are currently in 
London, must appear at the first 
hearing to enter a plea. 


PAKISTAN 


Karachi 
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Militants believed to be 


hiding in basement, 
according to the 


amome ie 


es 


ENT ise" 
a ^N Militants firing 


says military 


military 


from the minarets, 


Massive blasts and intense gun- 
fire rocked the Red Mosque while 
thick plumes of smoke rose above 
the complex. Dozens of ambulances 
raced casualties to hospital as wit- 
nesses said many bodies were in- 
side the compound. 

‘After nine hours of heavy fight- 
ing, the mosque's main cleric was 
barricaded in the basement with 
some women and children, the 
Алту said. Militants armed with 
rocket launchers and machineguns 
"were firing at troops from the 
minarets. 

Several women in burgas and 
around 30 children escaped from 
the fortified mosque when the 
dawn attack began but hundreds 
remained inside as soldiers went 
through the compound's 75 rooms 
one at a time, facing bitter resis- 
tance. 

It is a final push to dear the 
mosque of armed militants,” mili- 
tary spokesperson Maj. Gen. Wa- 
heed Arshad told AFP He said 
around 50 militants and eight sol- 


"The defendants have to come to 


Iraqis warn of catastrophe 


diers were confirmed dead and at 
east 15 soldiers were wounded. 

"We are taking a step-by-step ap- 
proach, a very deliberate approach, 
to make sure there is no collateral 
damage unnecessarily” he told re- 
porters 

The militants "have tumed the 
mosque into a trench for them, they 
have violated the sanctity of the 
mosque," Arshad said. 

Tt was not dear how many mili- 
tants or civilians were inside. The gov- 
'emment has spoken of 100 militants 
and 300400 women and children 
hostages, but mosque leaders have 
denied holding civilians as human 
shields and insisted all those in the 
compound were there voluntarily. 

Fifty militants surrendered after 
they were given a final chance dur- 
inga break in fighting. 

A man who picked up one of the 
mobile phones belonging to Abdul 
Rashid Ghazi, the firebrand cleric 
leading the militants, said those in- 
side were under massive bombing 
and gunfire. AFP 


the court on the first day—after 


if US withdraws troops 


that, they can ask the court to pro- 
ceed without them,” prosecutor 
Nanthasak Poonsuk said, adding 
that if they failed to appear, arrest 
warrants could be issued. 

‘Thaksin and Pojaman are each 
charged with two violations of anti- 
corruption laws. Thaksin is accused 
of illegally influencing a deal to al- 
low Pojaman to buy land from a 
government agency at a bargain 
price. 

‘The couple could be jailed for up 
to 13 years and each face a fine of 
up to 200,000 baht ($6,250) if con- 
victed. 


BAGHDAD—SPOOKED BY A SUD- 
деп increase in calls in Washington. 
fora rapid withdrawal of US troops 
from Iraq, Iraqi leaders on Monday 
scrambled to warn of catastrophe. 
iftheir forces are left alone. 

Foreign Minister Hoshyar Ze- 
bari led the charge, warning US 
lawmakers that their calls for a 
timetable for the departure of the 
155,000 American troops could 
lead to the collapse of the lragi 
state and to yet more bloodshed. 

"We held discussions with con- 
gressional delegations and ex- 


AFP plained to them the dangers of a 


rapid withdrawal, which would 
leave a security vacuum. It might 
lead to civil war, partition, collapse 
ora regional war,” he said. 

"There are some people who 
disagree with this assessment, but 
it's the responsibility of the United 
States and other countries to stand 
with the Iraqi government and the 
Iraqi people,” he insisted. 

While leaders from the Iraq's ri- 
val Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish 
camps disagree bitterly about 
many of the issues Fueling the con- 
flict, most are clear on one thing: 
‘The Iraqi security forces are not 


ready to fight on alone. 

Most begin their responses to 
the question of the troops" US pres- 
ence with an obligatory nod to 
Iraqi national pride; no one here 
wants the “occupier” to stay on 
forever. Nevertheless, it’s far too 
soon for them to leave. 

“Most of those in the Iraqi 
House of Representatives would 
like to see the presence of the US 
forces over for good,” said Amira 
al-Baldawi, а Shiite member of 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s 
ruling coalition. 

"Everybody wishes them to 


leave, even the US forces them- 
selves, but this initiative would be 
catastrophic if carried out before 
Хад manages to set up its security 
forces,” she told AFP. 

"We need some time to com- 
plete our Army. Gradual and pro- 
grammed withdrawal is very im- 
portant," she insisted. 

On the other side of the secta: 
an divide, leading Sunni lawmak- 
‘ег Nasser al-Ani, agreed with his 
Shiite colleague, 

As is usual, he blamed the cur- 
rent violence on Washington's 
2003 decision to dissolve ousted 


China’s 
ex-food and 
drug chief 
executed 


BEUING—CHINA EXECUT- 
ed the former chief of its food 
and drug watchdog on Tues. 
day, following a sensational 
downfall that saw him be- 
come a symbol of the ruling 
Communist Partys struggle 
against corruption. 

The unusually swift execu- 
tion of Zheng Xiaoyu, 62, an- 
nounced by the offical Xinhua 
news agency, also came rising 
international concern about the 
quality of the foods, drugs and 
many other products that Chi- 
na exports. 

Zheng was sentenced io 
death in late May after being 
found guilty of accepting 6.5 
million yuan ($850,000) in 
bribes in exchange for granting 
approvals for hundreds of 
medicines, some of which 
proved dangerous. 

‘The former director of Chi- 
паз ministry-level State Food 
and Drug Administration, who 
served in the post until 2005, is 
believed to be the highest-rank- 
ing Chinese official put to death 
for seven years. 

Other administration off- 
cials have also been implicated 
in the scandal and authorities 
said following Zhengs death. 
that China was serious in want- 
ing to protect the integrity of 
the nation's food and drug pro- 
cedures, AFP 


More oppose Iraq 
war, Bush ratings dip 


WASHINGTON—OPPOSITION 
to the Iraq war in the United 
States is mounting and Presi- 
dent George W. Bush's ap- 
proval ratings have plunged 
to a new low, according to a 
poll released on Tuesday. 

The poll results came as 
Congress renewed debate on 
war policy in Iraq with Bush 
facing unprecedented pressure 
from within his own Republi- 
can party to change course. 

‘The USA Today/Gallup poll 
showed that seven in 10 Ameri- 
cans favor removing nearly all 
US troops from Iraq by April. 

Only one in five said an in- 
crease in US forces in Iraq start- 
ing in January had improved 
the situation while half said 
Bush's "surge" strategy had 
made no difference, USA Today 
reported on Tuesday. 

However, 55 percent said 
Congress should wait to formu- 


late a new policy on Iraq until 
the commander of US forces 
there, Gen. David Petraeus, de- 
livers an assessment in Septem. 
ber. 

Sixty-two percent of those 
surveyed said the United States 
had made a mistake in deploy- 
ing troops to Iraq, ће first time 
that figure exceeded 60 per- 
cent, the paper said. 

The poll, conducted Friday 
through Sunday, also showed 
Bush's approval rating had de- 
dined to 29 percent, compared 
to 33 percent in June and 38 
percent in April 

Bush's standing among fel- 
low Republicans is also deterio- 
rating, the poll said, with 68 
percent of Republicans saying 
they approve of his perfor- 
mance, down from an average 
(of 82 percent in his second term 
following his reelection in 
2004. AFP 


White House defies 
Congress in probe 


WASHINGTON—THE WHITE 
House on Monday dared the 
Democratic-led Congress to 
fight it in court by refusing to 
provide information and testi- 
mony demanded in an investi- 
gation into the firing of feder- 
al prosecutors. 

White House counsel Fred 
Fielding, in a letter to two 
congressional chairs, called 
their demands “unreasonable 
because it represents a sub- 
stantial incursion into presi- 
dential prerogatives.” 

Congressional — leaders 
disagreed and made it clear 
they were prepared for a 
court battle unless they 
reach a compromise with 
the White House on access 
to documents and witness- 
es. 

1 hope the White House 


stops this stonewalling and 
accepts my offer to negotiate 
а workable solution,” said 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chair Patrick Leahy, a Ver- 
mont Democrat. 

Democrats have sought 
compromise because a fight 
over whether Congress or the 
White House is right could 
take years to weave its way 
through the court system and 
still be undecided when Pres- 
ident George W. Bush's sec- 
ond term ends in January 
2009. 

Bush is relying on a legal 
doctrine known as executive 
privilege, which has been in- 
voked with mixed success to 
shield presidents and their 
aides from having to answer 
questions or turn over infor- 
mation to Congress. Reuters 


dictator Saddam Hussein's Army, 
but then went on to ask that US 
troops not be in a hurry to leave. 
"The security apparatus could 
not yet take control of the situa- 
tion," he said. "There was a liqui- 
dation of the best security forces 
and their top leaders, so a sudden 
American exodus would constitute 
а problem. Both US President 
George W. Bush and Iraq's Maliki, 
unlikely allies united by their tum- 
bling domestic support and oppo- 
sition to rapid troop withdrawal, 
had hoped.to postpone this debate 
until September. AFP 
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ВР Express Credit Classic now has a lower monthly interest rate of 2.9%: 
ў This year, it will drop even lower every quarter 
10 2.8% then 2.75% to help you cope with inflation. 


Let us protect your interest. 
‘switch to ВР) Express Credit Classic. Call 89-100 today. 


SO THE PUBLIC MAY KNOW AND APPRECIATE 
THE COVERAGE OF THE NATIONAL BROADBAND NETWORK 
(NBN) PROJECT OF DOTC 


1. Background 


The NBN Project was conceptualized. to address the needs of the 
Government in delivering services directly to the people, which can 
be greatly improved with the use of Information and Communications 
Technology. It is in line with the Government's Cyber Corridor Initiatives 
aimed at linking ICT sites all over the country and connect it to the 
outside world in order to develop the business processing capability in 
the country and sustain the creation of additional jobs for the Filipinos. 


2. Coverage 


The project intends to connect 2,295 major Government agencies/ 
offices and 23,549 Barangay/Municipal/Provincial LGU Offices up to the 
5^ class municipalities throughout the country. 


3. Components 


NBN Infrastructure — composed of Network Transmission Backbone, 
WiMax Network Cluster, IP Core Network, Integrated Data Center (IDC) 
and Network Support & Management Subsystems; and, 


Network Application System/Services — composed of: 1. centralized 
network management system to manage the whole network remotely 
and efficiently; 2. VoIP System to provide telephone services; 3. Internet 
Access; 4. Video Conferencing System; and Intranet Services for 
efficient sharing of information. 


4. Benefits 


The projectis favorable to the Government in terms of economic benefits 
due to an improved access to information which will result in fast delivery 
of services, savings in communication expenses, internet access, 
intranet capacity, O&M and optimum utilization of existing Government 
telecom facilities. 


It will build a fully integrated Next Generation Network (i.e. network 
technology expected to be deployed within the next ten years in 
place of old technologies) that will allow voice and data services 
among the Government agencies. 


{twill fast track implementation of e-Government and e-Governance 
projects that will enable the people to have free access various 
services without traveling to the central offices of Government 
agencies (e.g. for NSO certificates, DFA Passports and etc.). 


It will rationalize utilization of Government resources for ICT and 
avoid individual subscription by different Government Offices, 
thus will result in a reduction of Government expenses in 
communications. 


И will optimize the utilization of existing government's 
telecommunication infrastructure while reducing its corresponding 
operating expenses. 


It will make Government communications more accessible and 
more secure. 


5. Concerns in the Telecommunication Industry 


The NBN Project will be a Government network which will be purely 
utilized to improve delivery of services as allowed by Republic Act 7925. 


8. Other Project Proponents 


Amsterdam Holdings Inc. 


It will not be competing with existing private telecom carriers in the private 
arena. The transition of the Government to NBN will allow it to pursue 
privatization requirements of RA 7925 by forcing it to spin off its existing 
subscribers to the private sectors. 


The NBN is not designed for cellphone service as this is already offered by 
existing carriers. On the other hand, the proposal of Amsterdam Holdings 
Inc. to offer cellphone services (i.e. 3G) but requiring direct support from 
the Government by way of guaranteed subscription by all Government 
Offices is deemed against the Government's policy. 


It is anticipated that after the Government has provided e-Government 
services, the demand for ICT services will create tremendous opportunities 
for the private carriers. 


6. Proper and Legal Procedures 


a. The ZTE NBN project was first submitted last July 2007 in line 
with the Government's policy to develop ICT in the Country. It is in 
accordance with the Medium Term Philippine Development Program 
(MTPDP). 


The project was endorsed to NEDA after the appropriate review and 
evaluation by the CICT and DOTC based on its feasibility to address 
the requirement of the Government to interconnect all its Offices up 
to the 6^ class municipalities. 


The NEDA Investment Coordination Committee and the NEDA 
Board reviewed and approved the implementation of the project on 
March 29 2007. 


The project will be implemented through a Government to 
Government Agreement with funding coming from the Eximbank of 
China 


Being a Government to Government undertaking and a tied loan, 
the Chinese Government by its own processes has designated ZTE 
Corporation which is a state owned company, to be the contractor of 
the project. 


The Contract was signed by the DOTC and ZTE last 21 April 2007 
but shall take effect only upon compliance to certain conditions 
incorporated in the contract to ensure compliance to processes. 


The project is not a BOT project subject to BOT law as it is, among 
other reasons, a Government to Government agreement. 


7. Cost and Deliverables 


The project, which will cost US$329M, will provide a nationwide coverage 
with 300 WiMax base stations capable of reaching Government offices 
within a 30km distance, 120 microwave backbone stations, 180 microwave 
spur link that will backhaul traffic from the WiMax base stations, 30 IP 
MPLSVPN Network Nodes, 25,844 Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) 
with 25,844 VoIP terminals, 1 redundant integrated data center/network 
operation center. 


In addition, the project include among other applications and other non 
infrastructure deliverables such as: 1. Voice Over Internet Protocol 
System; 2. Video Conferencing System; 3. Intranet Applications; 4. 
Unified Network Management System; 5. Transfer of Technology through 
classroom and on-the-job trainings; and 6. 18 months manage services. 


ARRESCOM 


Objectives 


The objective of their project is to build a privately owned 
network aimed at providing cellphone services in areas 
mostly covered by existing private carriers. Its main market 


The objective of the project is to connect all the Regional 
Offices of the Department of Interior and Local Government 
(DILG). This is already covered under the NBN Project. 


is targeted at the Government which will be required to issue 
an Executive Performance Undertaking that will ensure 


subscription of all Government agencies for cellphone 


and data services. The DOTC believed that this will be 
unfair to existing carriers and will violate existing policies. 


Cost and Deliverables 


under the project. 


Proper 

and legal procedures 
project and operating telecommunications network. 
It is not a holder of a franchise to operate a 
telecommunications system, much more offer a 


The project cost is US$240M to provide cellphone coverage 
up to З" class municipalities with 87 base stations and 
500 cell sites. The VoIP terminals will not be provided 


No information was presented on the company's organization. 
It has not shown technical competence in doing similar 


The project cost is US$135M to cover all the regional offices 
of the DILG with 21 Base stations all using satellite system 
for backhaul. In total, the project will be able to serve 

only 83 offices. 


No information was submitted as to the company's profile. 
Technical capability to undertake the project is not documented. 
Likewise, no financial records were presented to support capability 
to undertake the project. 


cellular phone service. It has not provided financial records 


except that its paid up capital is only P650, 000.00. 


See ———————————————M——À—MÀ—À Á——— 


By: Department of Transportation and Communications 
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San Mig-RP five falls to Kazakhs 


Filipinos absorb 
worst of 4 losses 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


TAIPEI—AFTER MASTERFULLY 
hurdling the silver and bronze 
medalists of the 2006 Asian 
Games, the San Miguel-Pilip- 
inas national team stumbled 
against an extra sharp Kaza- 
khstan, 107-90, Tuesday at 
the close of the 29th William 
Jones Cup International bas- 
ketball tournament here. 


What had looked like a great buildup for the 
Filipinos for the coming Fiba Asia championship 
ended in a big disappointment for coach Chot 
Reyes, who said his boys didn't make any effort to 
avoid what became the worst oftheir four losses 
in nine games. 

“Kazakhstan is a very strong team and 1 don't 
mind losing to them— but not this way” fumed 
Reyes, who came into the game inspired by an 88- 
80 win over Asiad runner-up Qatar Monday. "We. 
didn't have any effort at all. This is unacceptable." 

He said he saw this one coming in the second 
half of their game against Qatar and tried to keep. 
the Filipinos’ competitive juice flowing by order- 
ing practice early ín the day. 

"But mentally they had already checked out of 
this toumament," said Reyes, who went straight 
to the team bus after the game, then cancelled a 
team dinner. He confined his boys to quarters, 
banned visitors and ordered lights out at 10 p.m. 

The Filipinos—who are leaving for home to- 
day, then play another series with Fiba Asia de- 
fending champion China, Lebenon and Syria 
starting Thursday—traled by only four at 72-76 
at the end of the third quarter behind Mark 
Caguioa, Jimmy Alapag and Kelly Williams. 

But the Kazakhs, who have now beaten the Fil: "| 
ipinos in all their four meetings, opened the fourth 
quarter with a 13-2 blitz to pull ahead at 89-74. 

After Caguioa scored RP’ second basket in the 
period with 6:20 left, the Kazakhs dropped a 15.6 
bomb that pushed the advantage to 104-80. 

"Let's pray that we don't meet the Kazakhs in 
the Fiba Asia because when you lose a game this. 
‘way, they will have this in mind when we meet 
again,” Reyes sai. 

Gone with the last-game debacle was КРУ 
scant hopes of placing second in a tiebreak with 
Lebanon, фе United States and Chinese Taipei. 

With two games still to be played, the Filipinos 
are in fifth at 5-4. 

Jordan won the championship despite a 102- 
101 loss to Japan. The Jordanians, who also own 
274-70 win over the Filipinos, finished at 7-2. 

Aside from dominating the offensive boards, 
Kazakhstan burned the hoops with 16 triples out 
of36 attempts. The Filipinos made 9 of 25. 

А casualty for RP was James Yap, who 
sprained his left ankle in the second period and 
had to be carried by Asi Taulava го the bench. 

The scores: 

KAZAKHSTAN 107-—Rusam 28, Anton 23, Alexandr 12, 
sakov 11, Mikal 10, Andrey 10, Di 7, Yegor 6, van 0, Any- 
ото, Voyekov 0, б. бту. 

PHILIPPINES 00—Сауйоа 24, Alapag 21, Hontiveros 14, 
увале 13, Helterbrand 5, Tautava 3, Yap 3, ішо 3, Mark 2, 
Raymundo 2, De Ocampo 0, Pennisi 0. 

Quarters: 21-22, 4-43, 76-72, 107-80 
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The new АТС PhilAm MasterCard. . 


Because a lot rests on your shoulders. 


The most important people in your life rely on your strength. 
And because the Good Provider in you wants to secure 
their future, we at AIG PhilAm Bank are right behind you 
with superior health & protection benefits so you can 
take better care of your family: 


27 
И 


Plus, enjoy greater value for all your spending with our 
enhanced and more exciting Limitless Rewards Program. 


All these and more can be yours. Because we know a lot 
rests on your shoulders. 


FREE Family Accident Protection of up to Php300,000 

FREE Life Insurance Protection of Php50,000 

т FREE Travel Accident & Inconvenience Insurance of up 
to Php20 Million (for Gold Cardholders) 

+ FREE Hospitalization Reimbursement Benefit of up to 

Php10,000** 


~ Subject to tho respoct 
procedures of Priami 
End such cher program terms and conditions as 


Subject to minimum sponding roquirement of Php 


rms and eondilons of tho Insurance Policies and the guide 
nd Pham Insurance, AIGPASE's Agreement with Phllamcar 
‘be deemed appropriate by AIGPAS 

{000 within опе membership yo 


APPLY NOW and take advantage of Balance Transfer rates as low as 0.79%""" add-on rate per month over 24 months. 
Call us now at 683-8888 for more details. 


per month lor ho 24-montn Inaalimert. Salaca Transtar terms and conditions apply. Per OT-NOÉ 


т-дин to 1.44% ойо Interest п А Рота No, 1858, Sates of 2007. 


IG 


‘The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial service 

Life and General Insurance - Property and Casually Insurance » Health Care Management - Pre 

Savings, Mortgage and Credit Cards - Миша! Fund Investments : Property Dovelopmen » Business Process 
Outsourcing • Bancassurance. 


А Subsidiary of American International Group, Inc. (AIG) 


PhilAm 


Takethe . 
shortcut to 
beinga 
millionaire! 


Geta chance to Без of 12 millionaires. With every P300 purchase of Petron fuels, lubes, Gasul 
or Treats items, For Petron-BPI Mastercard holders: 

To register, text РЕТКОМ «space» REG «space» last four digits of the Petron-BPI Mastercard 
«slash» name «slash» complete address to 2366. 

To send entries, text PETRON «space» receipt number «slash» amount purch: 
«slash» service station ID to 2366. 
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Aces in vital 
tussle today 


‘TALK ‘N TEXT HOPES IT CAN USE MOMEN- 
tum asa weapon when it tries to break a se- 
ries deadlock with Alaska in Game 3 of a 
PBA Fiesta Cup finals that Aces coach Tim 
Cone said has become “unattractive” be- 
cause of the whistle-happy referees. 

The Phone Pals go into the 7 p.m. contest to- 
day at the Araneta Coliseum riding the wave of a 
120-113 victory in Sunday's second game of the 
best-of-seven series. 

‘And whether the rest of the series becomes а 
"free-throw shooting contest” or not, the bottom 
line is that the Aces will be the ones coming into 
the match needing to make adjustments 

After showing so much class in controlling the 
series opener, the Aces trailed all the way Sunday 
night, shocked at how aggressive the Phone Pals 
came out. 

"To be fair, they kicked our butts out there,” 
Cone said. 

Mac Cardona reprised his role as the top Talk 
“N Text local, making а mockery of all defenses 
thrown at him to shoot 30 points. 

“We have to find a way to stop him (Car- 
dona)," Cone said. "His energy has gotten the en- 
tire team involved.” 

‘While Cone conceded defeat in Game 2—de- 
spite Talk N Text missing 22 of its 49 charities — 
he still wished that officiating were more relaxed. 


"T wish that the ref- 
erees let the players 
decide this series,” he 
said. “The problem is 
the referees are grand- 
standing out there. 
‘They might as well let the players play because 
this series has become unattractive.” 

There were а total of 69 fouls called Sunday 
night, 41 of them on the Aces. And Alaska would 
have been blown off the court early if not for Talk 
‘NV Texts erratic free-throw shooting 

“We will continue to do what we are doing 
right," Talk "N Text coach Derrick Pumaren said. 
“They (Aces) will make the adjustments and we 
should be able to anticipate those." 

‘Among the things the Aces are expected to 
work on: The Phone Pals started out hot in each 
ofthe first two games, building double-digit leads 
as early as the second quarter. 

Alaska managed fo overcome one of those hot 
starts, pouncing on a Talk N Text squad that sur- 
rendered at the first sign of adversity. The Aces 
overcame а 17-point deficit to win 113-86. 

Jeffrey Cariaso, out for the first two games be- 
cause of a knee injury is still listed as doubtful, 
leaving the local load mostly on the shoulders of 
MVP candidate Willie Miller and the comeback- 
ing Mike Cortez Musong R. Castillo 


GAME TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
7 pam.—Alaska 
ve Talk'N Text 


UAAP PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 


2 big men underachievers no more 


lar.dwellers on top early with power- 
houses La Salle, Ateneo and University 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


TWO BIG MEN ARE AMAZINGLY SHA- 

‘king off the underachiever tag that had 
hung over them for several seasons in 
the UAAP ments basketball competition. 

Long consigned to the background, 
“Ford Arao of the Ateneo Blue Eagles and 
‘Joseph Linga-Lingao of the National U 
"Bulldogs came out of their shells over 
‘the weekend and took charge in their 

team's first-day victories. 

“He really wants to make a big impact 
zthis season,” NU coach Manny Dandan 
‘said after his starting center powered the. 
‘Bulldogs to а 73-70 overtime victory 


— 


JULY 27, 2007 
d 9:00AM - 11: 
J^, ARANETA COLL 


CUBAO 


A Junior PMA Event incorporating STRATMARK 


(For SMEs and Students) 


* Succeed in your new business the Guerrilla way 


* Traits of a Guerrilla Entrepreneur 


TRANSFORM YOURSELF INTO A MARKETING GUERRILLA! 


For ticket inquiries, reservations and 
contact us at 6302191, 8132732 or 


For tickets to the Araneta event, call the PMA office at 6345722. 


RAVE REVIEWS FOR JAY LEVINSON! 


‘Slam Dunk! Without exception every person 
who attended our диета marketing 
‘seminar said it was well worth their time.” 
-Julie Lopresti, Pacific Bell 

“Jay is one of the foremost 
marketing experts in the world.” 
-Entrepreneur Magazine 


LEARN FROM THE BEST! 

"JAY LEVINSON is the author of the best- 

Selling marketing series in history, “Guerrilla " 
fy, Marketing’ wih over 14 milion copies sold 
Í^iworidwide. His books appear in 41 
Í* languages and are required reading in 

МВА programs worldwide 


business 
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against Far Eastern in Saturday's opener 

"The next day, Arao scattered 10 of his 
20 points in the extra period of the Ea- 
gles’ 69-63 come-from-behind triumph 
against the Adamson Falcons. 

‘We lost our three main men (to 
graduation), so I plan to keep on playing 
hard,” the 6-foot-5 Arao said. 

With their breakthrough perfor- 
mances, Arao and Lingao-Lingao shared 
the Player of the Week citation awarded 
by the UAAP Press Corps. 

Lingao-Lingao, a wide bodied 6-foot- 
5 Cebu native, unloaded 17 points, 13 
rebounds, two assists and ай of his 
team's five blocks to put the former cel- 
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EU 


30AM 


ofthe East. 


: GUERRILLA 


Discover an innovative, 


take no-prisoners approach to marketing! 


Arao, who normed 4.4 points last 
year, also exploded with a double-dou- 
ble effort of 20 points and 15 boards. 

“Т give my best every game because 
this is my last playing year, said Arao, a 
former San Beda Red Cub standout. 

Other nominees for the weekly honor 
include NU leader Edwin Asoro (17 
points and 16 rebounds), University of 
the East's Mark Borboran (13 points, 
four boards, three assists) and La Salle's 
Cholo Villanueva (19 points, six re- 
bounds, four assists). 
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as spitfire Mark Caguioa pops a one-handed 
shot off a Kazakhstan defender during their game yesterday in 
the Jones Cup in Taipei. The Kazakhs won. Story on A25. 


By June Navarro 


LOCAL SPORTS LEADERS MAY BE ASKING 
for the impossible: P40 million for their athletes 
preparation for the Thailand Southeast Asian 
Games in December. 

Deputy chief of mission Richie Garcia said re- 
‘quests for equipment by various national sports 
associations (NSAs) have amounted to P40 mil- 
lion, something which the Philippine Sports 
Commission "cannot afford." 

Garcia said the PSC could only set aside P20 
million for the training gear of the 40 NSAs which 
have athletes competing in the SEA Games. 

NSAs would be asked "to reduce the list (of 
equipment)" and to “prioritize and include only 
the essential items.” 
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H SPORTSWATCH 


*Hatawan' finals at RMC today 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF "HATAWAN SA 
Tag-ulan” G-cock derby sizes starting at 10am. to- 
day with 90 competitors wing for the coveted tile at 
Roligon Mega Cockpit in Parafaque City 

Today's 4-cock finale will have 180 fights. 
Defending champion Cesar Marquez, a back- 
yard breeder from Quezon City, heads 57 par- 
ticipants with two wins each. According to 
host Rolly Ligon, the fastest win champion 
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GUERRILLA MARKETING CONFERENCE 


(For Managers and Executives) 


* Successful Guerrilla Marketing Strategies 
* 100 Weapons of Guerrilla Marketing 
* 46 Secrets of Guerrilla Marketing 


* Guerrilla Marketing Attack 


‘sponsorship opportunities, 
at nicole@saltandlight.ph. 
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Event Sponsors: 


f Eu MARKETING 
ASSOCIATION 


JULY 27, 2007 


ONSTAGE THEATER 
24 GREENBELT, MAKATI 


@ WW SALTANDLIGHT.PH 
WAW-TICKETWORLO,CON.PH 


For the benefit of: _ 


Co-presented by: 


will get the bonus prize of P500,000. 


Pasay derby stakes P2 million 
APRIZE POT OF P2 MILLION IS AT STAKE IN THE 
PCC 21st Anniversary 6-Cock Derby stated July 16, 
18 and 20 at the Pasay City Cockpit. Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000 s backing the event. Just ike in previous 
РСС anniversary соев, each participant wil re- 

4 ceive giveaways from the РСС management, sad pit 
managers Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy Olano. Partici- 
pants wing in Monday's opening round must submit 
their entries on Sunday. Meanwhile, the venue's 
“Fastest Win One Cock Ulutan" unfolds today with 
P100,000 in guaranteed prize at stake. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 11,2007 


Ekwe returns 
as Lions seek 
No. 4; Knights 
take on Altas 


WHAT AN OMINOUS 
day to get back into the 
groove for St. Benilde. 
Sam Ekwe is back in 
San Вейа fold. 

Still strong enough 
to win convincingly 
without Ekwe, the Red 
Lions will once again 
parade their 61008 
Nigerian standout 
when they battle the 
Blazers at 2 p.m. today 
in NCAA meris basket- 
ball at The Arena in 
San Juan. 

Codeader Letran tries to keep pace when it 
tackles Perpetual Help in the 4 p.m. encounter. 

Ekwe served a one-game suspension for kick- 
ing Perpetual Helps Korean player Lee Sang, And 
his return could only mean trouble for the Blazers, 
who are still reeling from back-to-back losses. 

"The Lions demolished the Мариа Cardinals, 
87-77, last Wednesday, banking on its other 
mainstays led by veterans Ogie Menor and Yousif 
Аата! and newcomers led by David Marcelo. 

St. Benilde bowed to Perpetual Help, 62-52, 
and Letran, 92-81, after winning its first game 
‘over Mapua, 74-68. 

Blazers coach Caloy Garcia had hoped that his 
four veterans would bring grit to the inexperi- 
enced crew, But after that first-game win, the 
guns of Paolo Orbeta, Christian Сарат, Harvey 
Porras and Jeffrey Мона largely fell silent. Mare 
Anthony Reyes 


STANDINGS 
San Beda 
Letran 
Jose Rizal 
S. Sebastian 
Perpetual 
St. Benilde 
Mapua 1 
GAMES TODAY (The 
‘Arena, San Juan) 
2p.n.—San Beda vs 
91. Benilde (Srs) 
4p.m.—Porpetual vs 
Latran (Srs) 


w 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
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NSAs asking for the moon 


Garcia said PSC procurement officals would 
canvas the prices of equipment and purchase the 
brand requested by the NSAs. 

"The money will not go to the NSAs," he said. 
“They will tell us their preferred brand and pro- 
ccurement will coordinate with the suppliers.” 

‘According to Garcia, what some NSAs аге ask- 
ing for are more than what is necessary. 

“NSA officials would sometimes ask for the 
equipment needs of 10 athletes, including those in 
the training pool, when only one or two athletes 
are qualified (to compete in the SEAG),” he rued. 

Garcia said the PSCs P50-million budget for 
the SEAG stint could only shoulder the expenses 
of no more than 400 athletes and 200 officals. 

Commissioner Joey Mundo said the PSC would 
spend P80,000 for each delegation member 


Enriquez seeks 
another sweep 


JOHNLERY ENRIQUEZ OF SUZUKI TRIES TO 
zero in on the overall tide when he guns for a 
third straight sweep in the 2007 San Mig Coffee 
Philippine Underbone King Championship this 
Sunday at the Batangas Racing Circuit. 

Enriquez. won all four races in the first two legs 
fora perfect 100 points in the 150cc Open class. 

Sharing second place with 62 points are veter- 
an Benjo Mendoza and Rizaldy Canare. 

Leading the way in the 110cc Petron Super 
Stock Class fight is 13-year-old FilJapanese 
Dashi Watanabe with 75 points while Paul Mark 
Doblada and Raymund Santos are in second and 
third places with 71 and 69, respectively. 

In the 125cc Sports Production Class, Maico 
Buncio of Yamaha is way ahead with 90, fol- 
lowed by Reuben Tan (62), Herbert Lopez (60) 
and Jeffrey Chan (56). 

Listing is ongoing for the races in the third leg. 


"ерине of me Prappines 
PROVINCE OF ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR 
Regon IX. 

Munccipsity of Tgbao. 

7043, 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Mindanzo Rural Development Project И 
"Rehabilitation of Lima 
Farm to Market Поза, 


"Guinin 
1G-208-07 


Loan No. 7740-PH 


The Government of ihe Philippines (GOP) 
Mindanao Rura! Development Project И. and 


Farm lo Marko! Roas/07-TIG-208-07. 


"has apphad for a Loan from the World Bank toward the cost of 
"intends to apply pat of he proceeds of tms Loan, together wih 
{he GOP counterpart funds, to payments under the contract for Rehabiaton/mprovement of Limas-Guinin 


‘The Молсраму of Tigbso, mplementing partner of the Department of Agriculture, now inves sealed Bids кот 


Поље cers for Rénatütalon Improvement of Linas-Gunin Farm fo Markel Road" Completon of the Works 


S tequred by 120 calendar days 


мот, Act. Subject to exceptions e 
igiy check wi be opened. The Bidder мі 
sshcaton маде in order to finaly dei 

Ж те projec The contact shall men be анал 
Getermnes as such during post-quaiieation. 


‘The documents required in the Eigibity Documents shali be submited эз рэп of the Technical Documents of 


the Воде as provides In the inevuctons to Biers. 
inarestes емуые esere may cbian further formation trom the Bids and Awards Committee and inspect the 
Borg Documents at the address given below from 9:00 am. lo 4:00 p.m. Mondays io 

A complete set o Bidding Documents in English пы 

Below and upon payment of a nonrefundabie fee of Р2 000 00. The Bidding Documents shall be recewed 
personaly by the mader or Na auoned representative on or 


days 


ay be purchased by interested Bidders кот the address 


еше 800 ал of August 09, 2007 


Те Mancpaky of ово а hold в Pre-Bid Conference open to ай ойе Bidders on July 23, 2007 a! #00 am. 
э һе folowng soares Muncipe! Hal, Tigboo. Zamboanga del Sur 


ирме Bidders must suomi thew Bids atthe address below on or betore August 10. 2007 at 

Oi be accompanied by a Bid secunty in the form of cash, cerlfied (managers or ca 
"m the bid documents 

‘ho Ойсо of ne Muniopal Mayor, дрво, Zamboanga del Sur. Bids wil 

Be opened in the presence of fne Bidders’ representaines who choose 1o send at he address below on August 


(guarantee and ryan amount spectied 
Seon August 10. 2007 at 900 am. in 


10 2007 at $00 am. 
© обо 


Me Alex Т. Cuajotor 
Саптап, Sie and Awards Commies 


Patiscen, Tignes, Zamboanga cel Sur 7042 


The Municoslty of Tigao reserves the right to acceptor reject any ВИ. 
Tecta Bids at any me porto contract award, черо thereby ncuring any пару to the affected Bidder 


800 am. Al Bids 
ers check. bank 
aie ts sal not be accepted. 8d opening shall 


to annul the bidding process, and to 


(Sod ) Signature ofthe BAC Chairman or 


‘Auihonzed Representative of me 
BAC Charman 
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Top Pinoy 


cue stars 


in earners’ top five 


FILIPINO CUE MAS- 
ters, led by Dennis Or- 
collo, are again raking 
in big money from in- 
ternational touma- 
ments this year. 

Not counting the 
still ongoing Predator 
World Straight Pool 
Championships, Or- 
collo already ranks 
third in the 2007 play- 
ег money list, leading 
renowned country- 
men Efren “Bata” Reyes and Ronato 
Alcano. 

Boosted by his victory in the Bill 
Staton Memorial at the Q-Master 
Billiards in Virginia Beach on June. 
24, Orcollo raised his earnings to 
$41,500 (about P1.9M). Reyes, а 
many-time top eaer, was at fourth 
with $39,350 and Alcano, the 
reigning world pool 9-ball and 8- 
"ball titlist, fifth with $35,900. 

Reigning women's world cham- 
pion Xiao Ting-pan of China is the. 
top grosser thus far with $54,600, 
followed closely by American John: 
ny Archer with $54,600. 

Orcollo, the 2007 BCA Enjoy- 


ORCOLLO 


pool.com 9-ball win- 
mer, can gain on the 
pacesetters if he can 
sustain his hot start in 
the World 141 
Straight Pool Champi- 
onship at the Hilton 
Hotel in East 
Brunswick, New Jer- 
sey. 

"The 28-year-old Or- 
сойо, a former fisher- 
man in Bislig, Surigao 
del Sur dobbered 

Americans Tony Rodriguez, 100- 
17, and Peter Burrows, 100-21, in 
Group 2 being lorded by Nick Van 
den Berg of the Netherlands with 
three straight wins. 

Cebuano Warren Kiamco, on the 
other hand, trounced American 
Max Eberle, 100-70, and subdued 
German Nico Otterman, 100-96, to 
share the Group 5 lead with Ameri- 
can Joey Kong, winner over Otter- 
man, 100-57, and American Ed 
Deska, 100-87. 

The 64-player field has been 
drawn into eight round-robin 
groups. Marlon Bernardino, Con- 
tributor 


Four squads share 
WGAP Circuit lead 


‘THE BATTLE FOR THE OVERALL 
title in the WGAP (Women's Golf 
Association of the Philippines) Cir- 
‘cuit tightens up with four teams tied 
for the lead after the first three legs 
played at various venues. 

Defending champion Manila 
Southwoods, Alabang, Valley and 
‘Tagaytay Highlands have accumu- 
lated 10 points each to forge the log- 
jam at the top. Sta. Elena is not far 
behind at 7 points with Forest Hills 
in fourth with five. 

Southwoods was the top point- 
getter in the first two legs played at 
Alabang and Forest Hills. At Ala- 
bang, Southwoods ladies took the 
Class B title and placed third in Class. 
А while at Forest, the Carmona, 
Cavite, bets won Class A and wound 
up second in Class B. 

Highlands, meanwhile, had a 


measly four points in the first two 
legs but dominated the third leg at 
Valley with 6 points—the highest by 
a team so far in the series. 

Highlands topped Class C, placed 
second in Class A and notched a 
runner-up finish in Class B. 

Valley, which lost to Southwoods 
in the WGAP Cup last year, is out to 
make а retum trip to the season- 
ending finale. It has two Class A wins 
зо far and two runner-up finishes. 

‘The WGAP Circuit resumed with 
the fourth leg yesterday at the Riv- 
iera in Silang, Cavite. 

Individual champs for each leg 
were Beachie Abiera, Mabec Kawsek 
and Ma. Ymir Oliquino at Alabang, 
Beth Menchavez, Florence Okiyama 
and Renee Francisco at Forest Hills 
and Loida Arnold, Rosalie Heo and 
Sherry Yambao at Valley. 
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NOTICE OF DISPOSITION 
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102485280 062-4862086 
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Bagong Siang 
Project 


Бру Ramon Roses 
Prose Manager 


ошобу Evalyn V. Ramos 


NAA rot Опсе 1417, Bock 8, 
Phasel Ara Варо Siang, Са. Cty 
[1] 

‘2nd Foo, NHA Main fee 
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Belgians take charge 
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GERT Steegmans of Belgium (top) and compatriot and teammate Tom 


Boonen help rebuild Quickstep's team spirit with the 1-2 finish. 


калас 


GHENT, BELGIUM—THE TOUR 
de France veered into Belgium 
on Monday, and Gert Steegmans 
responded with a victory before 
his home fans in a country pas- 
sionate about its cycling. 

“What an explosion of emotion it 
was after the finish,” he said, “It was 
really important for the team. You 
could feel this enormous pressure 
because we're a Belgian team.” 

Steegmans avoided a late crash 
that slowed many riders and left 
them with scrapes and bruises. He 
led a 1-2 Belgian finish with Tom 
Boonen in winning a Tour stage for 
the first time 

* think it was a perfect picture, 
the two of us next to each other” 
Steegmans said. 

He covered the 168.5-kilometer 
(104.7-mile) course on rain- 
drenched roads from Dunkirk, 
France, to Ghent in three hours, 48 
minutes, 22 seconds. Switzerland's 
Fabian Cancellara kept the leaders 
yellow jersey 

Steegmans hoped his victory 
would help rebuild spirits at Quick- 
Step, a team under pressure amid 
speculation about doping 


“There was a big attack from one 
newspaper on our team,” Steeg- 
mans said. "It was a hard time for 
us—especially when you take а 
train, people see you as a gang 
member and not as a team rider" 

 Cyclings credibility clearly is on 
the line amid doping scandals and 
investigations. Floyd Landis, the 
2006 Tour champion, could be 
stripped of his victory. 

Belgian police temporarily de- 
tained 13 people for questioning 
last month after seizing banned 
substances in raids on homes of cy- 
lists and their associates, including 
a Quick Step team staffer: The team 
denies any wrongdoing 

Steegmans, Boonen and third- 
place finisher Filippo Pozzato of 
Italy were among about 20 cyclists 
‘who were ahead of a crash that de- 
layed all other riders in the main 
pack with about two kilometers 
(L2 miles) left. 

‘American George Hincapie was 
cut and bruised, and Discovery 
Channel teammate Tomas Vaitkus 
of Lithuania dropped out of his de- 
but Tour after breaking his right 
thumb in five places. AP 
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Republic of he Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Region 


DY int! Bldg.. 1650 San Marcelino cor. General Malvar St., Маше, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby give that the folowing eompaniestemployers have Hed wi 


‘Name and address ót 
‘CompanylEmployer 

HSBC ELECTRONIC DATA 

PROCESSING (PHILIPPINES) INC. 

5150 North Bridgeway, 

Northgate Cyberzone, Alabang, 

Muntinupa City 


YOUNG GALAXY RESIDENCE 
INN & RESTAURANT INC. 
558 Gen, Malar SL, Malo, Manila 


YOUNG GALAXY RESIDENCE 
INN & RESTAURANT INC. 
558 Gen. Malar St, Маме, Мапа 


FILACE MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY CORP. 

Т Amber Square Рыба Drive, 
San Amonio, Ortigas, Pasig City 


FILACE MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY CORP. 

7 Amber Square Esriba Drive, 
San Anionia, Опа, Pasig Сау 


FOOTZONE HEALTH CENTER, INC. 
17 Annapolis SL, Greenhils, 
San Juan, MM. 


SCANOCEAN SERVICE, INC. 
AIF Rm. 403 Мапосо Bid. 
1945 М. Adriatico 51, Мало, Manila 


JINDALLE RESTAURANTIKTV 
110 Real St, Pamplona. 
Las Pinas Clty 


MASAN GARDEN RESTAURANT 
COMPANY 
29 Polaris SL, Воді 1, Makati City 


BILKISH LOANS AND CREDITS 
OUTSOURCE SERVICES 
Uni 317 Gateway Соте, 
Paseo de Magallanes, Makati Ciy 


EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNICATIONS 
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
(EXCEL) INC. 

ЖЕ Papas Bldg. Sta, Teresta, 
Alabang, Munlinupa СНУ 


3 LOGIX PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Unit 92, 9 Legaspi Sues, 
178 Salcedo SL, Legaspi Vilage, 
Makati Chy 


MDS CIRCUIT TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
Units 9-1 & 9-4, Net One Center, 
Fort Bonifacio, Global Ciy, Taguig 


INTELLIRISK PHILIPPINES, INC. 
ТИЕ Tomor 2, RCBC Plaza, 

6619 Ayala Ave., co. Gi Puyat Ave. 
Makati City 


KEPCO PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
18iF Ciubank Tower 

Paseo do Roxas, 

Makat City 


KEPCO PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
18/F Citibank Tower, 

Pasea de Roxas, 

Makati Ciy 


MEGA INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL BANK CO. LTD. 
ЗЕ Paciic Sur Bg. 

Sen. Gi Puyat Ave, Makati Ciy 


PILLKORS METAL INC. 
FTI Complex, Taguig City 


MAWOOSAN TRADING 
CORPORATION 

Plaza 2 A Салто Shopping Center, 
Tah Ave., Pasay Cl 


Name of 
foreign National 


Stat David 
Townsend 


Hyung Suk Kim 


Sa Nye Kim 


Koo Ho You 


Sung Shin Noh 


Yuanyuan Shi 


Кей Bernhard 
Sundberg 


Hoachang Yang 


Hyoung Ja Kim 
(мо Lee) 


Rishi Mahadev 
Chandnani 


Juhee Park 


Hartmut Ernst Runge 


Selichi Naya 


Varun Malik 


Young Kyoon Rha 


Hee Young Park 


Shu-Ming Chen 


Seung Jin Park 


Too Ok Kim 


Vice President 
Editorial and Design 
Group 


General Manager 


Operations Manager 


President 


Vice President 


Consutant 


President 


Corporate 
Communications 
ManagerKorean 
Consultant 


General Manager 


Regional Manager 


Managing Director 


Chairman of the 
Board of Doctors 


President 


Assistant Vice 
President, Operations 


Manager, Personne! 
а General Afairs 
Deparment 


General Manager, 
Operation Group 


Assistant Vice 
President 


Operations Manager 


President 


Name and address of 
"CompanylEmployer 


#17 Annaptis St, Groonhils 
San Juan, Metro Мапа 


HANKOOK VIDEO Jung 


GIF 34 Gon. Luna St, 
Poblacion, Макай Ciy 


SEVEN GEUM YUNG MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY 

TC T тоно Bldg, 

5040 Burgos SL. 

Poblacion, Makati Chy 


ЗАЕСНАНС CORPORATION 
19-A Tower |, Excelsior Cond. 
Eastwood Citwalk, Quezon Cily 


ЗАЕСНАНС CORPORATION 
19-A Tower |, Excelsior Cond. 
Eastwood Ciiiwalk, Quezon Ciy 


GAMINGWEB,INC. 
TTIF Yuchongco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave.. 
Makati Ciy 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 

ТІР Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Су 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makali Слу 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
THF Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Ciy 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Су 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Ciy 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave.. 
Макай Cily 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 


Kyungah Kim 


Youn Ja Kim 
(io Jang) 


Jiwan Jang 


Chin Keong Kong 


жег! Chew Tan 


Kim Chuan Tan 


Эп Guan Bong 


Guan Kiet Yeo 


Sze Yaw Loe 


Kang Sang Leau 


Lam Wai Kwan 


itn tus Regional Office applications fr Allen Employment Permis 


Name of Position 


Foreign National 
FOOTZONE HEALTH CENTER, INC. Lain Lu 


Consultant 


Ok Kim Manager 


ме Kang) 


Assistant Manager 


General Manager 


Sales and Marketing 
Officer 


MandariniCantonese. 
‘Speaking-Executve 
(Operatons)Unt 3 


‘MandarinvCantonese 
Speaking Senior 
Executive 
(Орогот) тй 2 


МапдануСамопеве. 
Speaking-Assisiant 
Operations Manager 
(Operatons) Unà 2 


MandariniCantonese. 
Speaking Assistan 
Manager 
(Operatons)Uni 3 


MandarinvCantonese 
Speaking Assistant 
Manager 
{Operations)-Un 3 


Mandarinantonese 
‘Speaking Senior 
Executive 
(Operatons) Uni 2 


Mandarin/Cantonese. 


Speaking лесине 
(Operatons) - Unt 2 


MandariniCantonese. 


TIIF Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


Speaking Customer 
Service Manager 
(Operatons) nk 1 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave.. 
Makati Chy 


Mandarin/Cantoneso 
Speaking Executive 
(Operatons)-Unit 3 


Wong King Meng Louis 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 

TIIF Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Cily 


MandarinfCantonese 
Speaking-Executve 
(Operatons)-Uni 3 


Mel Mei Tseng 


 GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Cy 


LamWaikuen  Mandarin/Cantonese 
Speaking- Customer 
Service Executive 


Operations) Uni 1 


 GAMINGUEB, INC. 
THIF Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Cy 


Chin Wen Lim MandarinCantonese. 
Speaking Executive. 


Oporatns) Unt 2 


WHITEHOUSE "K2 CORPORATION 
621 Remedios 51, Malate, Manda 


PIRUS MUSIC LOUNGE 
2021 SIF Ambassador Hote, 
Mabini, Malate, Manila 


Насои Hong Supervisor 
(wo Yang) 


Jong Goon Nam Manager 


I you have any information/objection to the above mentioned applications please communicate with the Regional Director. 


‘The DOLE conducts free seminar on Labor-Human Relations and Productivity. 


DwstonMarager Darman, Quezon iy 
02522 302 02828481 ec. 28201288 

The NHA reserves Во ight rjc any or al ti обыз ond application or negotiated залав. 
a any рап hereof or o wave апу fequred formales and accep llers/appiealons mosi 


For more information, please call 339-2013 & 303-5920. 


avatagecus oie tret of NHA 


ЕЛ 


(808) FROILANR. KAMPITAN 
‘Charparson,CONBAC 


‘sat General Мали 


ISABEL б. PANGANIBAH-ORTIGUERRA 
‘Acting Regional Dupctor. 


WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 11,2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPERTS 


AFTER CONDES, DONAIRE 


ORTHVIE 
УАЗ 


Quezon cy 
Building Closer Family Ties At Home- 


"SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN SOFIA HOUSE MODEL 


184 som. usable Noor aroa 3 BR: 2TAB-Reoldock Carport 
‘ng area Ding & Килеп Зегисе area 


GRAND OPEN HOUSE 


on July 21, 2007 from 9am-5pm 
at Serra Monte Villas Clubhouse 


932-1205 • 951-5674 
FILINVEST 


ww linvast.com ph 


DON'T BE FOOLED BY UNKNOWN BRANDS. 
BUY ORIGINAL, BRANDED а ЗАМЕТ 


AIRCONDITIONED. DUST FREE TINT ROOM 
3M, SOLARGARD, SUNGARD, RIKECOOL, PLATINUM, et, 
7280 Морарь cor. Malugay St, San Antonio Vl, Makati Cy 


Tel. nos: 817-8647 «813.2338 » Cel. no.: 0916-5167085 
Website: www.LAcaraccessories com 


Pits ALL VEHICLES 
IBÍMONTHS WARRANTY 


x RP рис$ eye titles 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


MANNY PACQUIAO'S LOOMING FIGHT AGAINST MEXICAN RIVAL MARCO 
Antonio Barrera has been overshadowed by recent world title conquests by 


a pair of unheralded Filipino boxers. 
‘And if plans don't miscarry, five more 
Pinoy pugs will show that there is more 
to Philippine boxing than just Pacquiao, 
the top-grossing pound-for-pound king. 

Bohol’s Czar Amonsot is scheduled to 
face Michael Katsidis on July 21 at the 
Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas. Amonsot 
will be trying to unseat Katsidis as WBA 
interim lightweight king. 

‘Amonsot, the Ceburbased fighter 
from the ALA stable, holds the WBO Asia 
Pacific crown. He has been working out 
at Freddie Roadhs Wild Card Gym in 
preparation for Katsidis 

On Aug. 4, another Cebu-based fight- 
ег, Rodel Mayol, takes a crack at IBF ju- 
nior flyweight champion Ulises Solis at 
the All-State Arena in Chicago. The May- 


olversus-Solis bout will be in the under- 
card of the Erik Morales-David Diaz 
WBC lightweight showdown. 

‘Two popular names will gun for 
world titles on Aug. 11 at the Arco Arena. 
in Sacramento, California. 

Rey "Boom Boom” Bautista will ty to 
wrest the WBO super bantamweight ti- 
tle from champion Daniel Ponce De 
Leon. Peñalosa, on the other hand, takes 
on WBO bantamweight titleholder 
Jhonny Gonzalez. 

Yet another Cebu fighter, Eriberto 
“Yuka” Gejon, will go up against WBA 
minimumweight kingpin Yutaka Niida 
оп Sept. 1 at the Korakuen Hall in Tokyo. 

This will be a rematch of their 2005 
showdown won by Niida via a highly- 


FLORANTE Condes shows his belt upon 
arrival in Manila yesterday, 


JESSYUSON 


disputed 10-round technical decision in 
Yokohama, Japan. 

The fights come on the heels of victo- 
ries by Florante Condes and Nonito 
Donaire, who won world crowns less 
than 24 hours apart. 

Condes, nicknamed "The Little Pac- 
quiao" due to his southpaw stance and 
tremendous punching power, was the 
first to become a world champion when 
he decisioned Muhammad Rachman in 
Jakarta last Saturday to take the latter 
IBF minimumweight crown, 

Less than 24 hours later Donaire, 
bom in Gen. Santos City but now based 
in the US, shocked the world with a fifth- 
round knockout of the erstwhile unbeat- 
en Vic Darchinyan to take the latter's IBF 
and IBO flyweight crowns. 

“T know they can also make us all 
proud,” Condes said in Filipino of is five 
countrymen who will seek world cham- 


OVERCOMING BALDNESS 


THINK-A-HEAD 


No man likes being bald. He may try to 
ignore it, but deep inside, there's a nagging 
feeling that life has been unfair. Why me? Why 
have I gone bald when my friends haven't? 
Many men sadly accept looking older, being 
called "Baldie," feeling not so attractive to the 
opposite sex and putting up with the other 
handicaps baldness brings — both socially and 
career wise. 

Other men refuse to accept baldness and 
look for a way out — this is when a wrong 
decision can lead to an even worse state of 
frustration and despair. Before you do anything 
about baldness, read the answers to these most 
asked questions. 

Q. | DON'T LIKE BEING BALD — WHAT CAN 1 DO? 
A. There are basically two ways to go. Some 
men opt for a surgical hair transplant. Others 
for the non-surgical alternative. When making 
the decision there's one essential rule: THINK- 
A-HEAD! - it's not only the immediate results 
that are so important, it's what your head is 
going to look like in a few years. 

Q. OK,SO WHAT ABOUT SURGICAL TRANSPLANTS? 
A. Some say transplants have come a long way 
since the early days, others say they haven't 
come far enough. Basically, the surgical process 
involves taking donor hair from elsewhere on 
the recipient's head and transplanting it to the 
balding areas. 

Q. DOES TRANSPLANTED HAIR CONTINUE TO 

GROW? 

А. If the surgery has been performed well, the 
transplanted hair will continue to grow, as it 
did before it was moved. 

Q. CAN ANY BALD MAN HAVE A TRANSPLANT? 

A. It's not really possible for a man with 
advanced baldness because he simply would 


not have sufficient donor hair to cover his large 
bald area. Transplants do not increase the 
number of hairs on a man's head, it's just a case 
of redistributing them. Transplants are excellent 
for filling in smaller areas or adding extra hair 
to thinning parts where there is not expected to 
be further hairloss. 

0. ARE THERE ANY PROBLEMS WITH TRANSPLANTS? 
A. For men whose baldness will not advance 
further, there seems little downside to having a 
transplant. 

Q. BUT WHAT HAPPENS IF I CONTINUE ТО GO 

BALD? 

А. For those whose hairloss continues to 
advance, there can be significant problems. 
While the transplanted hair will carry on 
growing, his other hair becomes thin in contrast 
as he progressively goes bald. He can have 
further transplants, but it's likely donor hair 
will become insufficient as the donor areas do 
not re-grow hair. The result might be patches 
of thicker-growing hair among thinning and 
sparser hair — and this won't take long to happen. 
The ensuing odd appearance of the man's head 
can cause him further embarrassment and stress. 
Speed of hairloss varies, but for most it takes 
just a few short years from thinning to full- 
blown baldness. 

Ifa man suffers from Male Pattern Baldness, 
which usually strikes when he's in his early 
twenties or thirties, his hairloss will likely 
continue until he's bald. ‘This is where the catch- 
phrase THINK-A-HEAD! comes into play. Think 
what your head will look like in a few years 
after surgical transplanting – will you want to 
go out in public? 

0. 1 DON'T WANT THAT RISK, SO WHAT'S THE 

ALTERNATIVE? 

A. The non-surgical alternative is TCR or 
‘Transdermal Cosmetic Reconstruction. It's а 


super-fine synthetic skin with hair seen to be 
actually growing from it, which is then bonded 
to your scalp. 
Q. ISTCR FOR ANYONE, NO MATTER HOW BALD 
HE MIGHT BE? 
А. Yes, this advanced system is ideal for any 
state of hairloss and baldness, even for those 
with only a small amount of hair at the back 
and sides — the sort of baldness which is really 
not suitable for a transplant. 
Q. HOW REAL IS TCR, WILL IT LOOK GENUINE? 
A. TCR is real, natural hair, which looks and 
feels as if it's growing from your scalp. TCR 
cannot be distinguished from your own hair, 
even by touching. You are not "wearing" it, it's 
part of you. 
Q. DOES TCR REQUIRE SPECIAL CARE? 
A. To keep TCR perfect, you need only visits 
to the stylist every two or three weeks, just as 
any man does for the cutting and styling of his 
hair. As you get older, your TCR can be subtly 
aged and grayed, just as your full head of hair 
would have looked had you not lost any. 
Q. IT SEEMS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE – WHAT ARE 
THE PROBLEMS? 
A. Thereare no problems. You can do anything 
with TCR, it's your new full head of hair 
It feels totally natural on your head — you're not 
aware of it. The only times you'll be reminded 
that you're no longer bald is when you look in 
the mirror and how others react to you — 
remember, you're going to look years younger! 
Q. 15 TCR AVAILABLE IN MANILA? 
А. Yes, it’s available in Manila at Svenson, the 
hair replacement specialists. 
Q. IS TCR SUITABLE FOR ME? 
А. To find out if your scalp condition and skin 
type are suitable for the TCR procedure, book 
ano-cost TCR fact-finding consultation by calling 
892-4247. 
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Local shuttlers 
under the gun 
in RP Open 


TOP LOCAL SHUTTLERS ARE EXPECTED. 
to be put through the wringer again when" 
they vie against some of the world’s top 
players in the second Bingo Bonanza Philip- 
pine Open Badminton Championships from 
July 18-22 at the PhilSports Arena in Pasig. 

A total of 35 Filipinos headed by the 
brother-sister tandem of Kennevic and Ken- 
nie Asuncion, last years losing finalists in 
the mixed doubles, are on the roster of en- 
tries in the $121,000 event that has lured 31 
countries and 319 players. 

Indonesia is sending the biggest number 
with 42, followed by Malaysia's 37. 

Five of the world’s top 10 are seeing ac- 
tion in the men’s singles, headed by No. 2. 
Chen Hong of China, No.3 Lee Chong Wei of 
Malaysia, No. 6 Bao Chunlai, also of China, 
No. 8 Kenneth Jonassen of Denmark and 
No. 9 Taufik Hidayat of Indonesia, the reign- 
ing Olympic and Asian Games champion. 

Heading the ladies singles field are world 
No. 2 Xu Huaiwen of Germany and No. 6 Pi 
Hongyan of France, while Malaysia's world 
No. 9 pair of Koo Kien Keat and Tan Boon 
Heong and the №. 6 Indonesian tandem of 
Candra Wijaya and Tony Gunawan are the 
teams to beat in the men's doubles. 

Other world-ranked teams in the fold are 
No. 4 Chien Yu-chin and Cheng Wen-hsing 
of Chinese Taipei in women's doubles and 
the No. 4 pair of Nova Widianto and Lilyana 
Natsir of Indonesia in the mixed doubles. 

Philippine Badminton Association vice 
president Edgar Aglipay said world-caliber 
events like the RP Open leave a big impact 
оп Filipinos and the local sport. 

"This event will further boost the devel- 
‘opment of badminton in our country and 
take it to a higher level,” said Aglipay, also 
the chair of the organizing committee. 

‘The RP Open is organized by IMG. 
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Join the country's modern-day heroes, 
our beloved Overseas Filipino Workers, !; псе. 
and start exploring career opportunities abroad," 


with the Inquirer Job Market Overseas Career Expo 20071 
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CDM Website: wwwinguirernetusiness 
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Enjoy the Best First Class Service 
in the World 


KOREAN Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Textus your foedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph Calf Svenson at 892-HAIR (4247) 


Exports rose 6.1% in May to $4.12B 


æo Electronics rebound with 11.8% growth 


CURRENCIES 


AIR 25) 
Reseration Center, Manila: 893-4909 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


| {Pasos = © 1 


| 
As of pm. July 10,2007 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


MERCHANDISE EXPORTS 
GREW 6.1 percent to $4.12 
billion in May from a year 
ago, boosted by the double- 


digit growth in export earnings by the 
electronics sector, the National Statis- 
tics Office reported yesterday. 

While the exports growth in May 
was much faster than the 5.1 percent 
in April, it was not enough to bring 
the average for the first five months 
to the desired double-digit growth. 


NSO figures showed that from Jan- 
wary to May, the average growth in ex- 
ports stood at 7.7 percent. The govern- 
‘ment had set an official exports growth 
target of 11 percent for the full year, 
banking on the anticipated rise in glob 
al demand for consumer electronics. 
EXPORTS/83 


Strengthened by 
280$ crisis, RP spared 
from full effects of 
financial tsunami /B2 


WHERE САМ | GET 
А NEW CAR 
AT LOWER MONTHLY 


PAYMENTS 2 
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Just go to any of the more than 800 BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branches 
or Express Banking Centers, to apply for a DRIVE YOUR DREAM Auto Loan. 


~ = es a 


Have you been wanting a new car? Now it's so easy to get one. Just apply for a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan at any BPI, ВР! Family Savings Bank branch or 
Express Banking Center. Discover for yourself how affordable your monthly payments can be. Pay only P1,994* for every P100,000 loan amount for 72 months. 
To top it off, we even give you a FREE Emergency Car Care Package from the Ibero Asistencia Group. 


For more information, call Auto Loans Direct Marketing at 845-6777 or text 
AUTO<space>GD<space>namecspace>landline number<space>city or province and send it to 
0917-89-10000 or 0918-89-10000. Or call 89-100, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


Drive you D inr А ВРІ FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


UIO LOAN Get started on tomorrow. 
* base on add-on rate computed in arance % 
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RP spared from full effects of financial tsunami 


Toshiba recommends 
Windows Vista™ Home Premium. 


TOSHIBA 


Leading Innovation >>> 


how will 
You notebook 


"xt! Satellite M100 


Widescreen Mobility in Style 


Equipped wilh the lates иной Centrino® Duo Processor Technology. 
the Satele M100 is а delightiul blend of sophisticated 
‘mulimedia and compacty-stysh ness. 


No, 1 Consumer Portable PO Vendor In unit shipments 
“in tho Asia Pace (ncuding Japan) region far tul! year 20004, 


Satellite M100-2421E 
Model No.: PSMADL-00N008 
Siylish widescreen mobility with system protection. 


P5,832.50 | 


+ па Cantino? Duo Processor Technology 
Int Союл“2 Duo Procossor 15200 
(расна, 2MB L2 Cacho, 5302 FSB) 
Лей PRONIGoss 304596 Network Connection (02.1t/blg 
nte 945M Express Chipsat 
+ белого Windows Vista™ Homo Basic Elon 
$ 512MB 0092 SDRAM 
* 12068 SATA HDD 
7 DVD вором Double Layer Driva УЗЛА 
+ 25.Btem (M. 1) WXGA 200NIT Coar Supe: View TFT spay 
“ATI Мамун Radeon? X1400 256MB HyperMemory" 
‘hanranardon® speakers ih SAS TSuound Sound 
© термеп Bivatooin™ V2.0 
185971 card reacer, Gigabit Бритај EEE 1304 port 
* посед Finger Reader 
{Toshiba 5р! Резец Kyboord 
учи ровсоск biua chasse. 
S Nene comin iarnaiona Limited Warranty ars and labor) 


‘per month for 12 
months at 0% inlerest 
SRP: P69,990.00 


poesie 


890-6525 
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Talk-2-Toshiba 


www.pc.toshiba-asia.com A Toshiba Authorized Retailers 
ЕН : Visit aa 
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performance. 
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Technology in your NEO 
Empriva delivers revolutionary 
performance, 


sia 


i cad este 
Г] 


23,41 6:56, ы» 
meteo 


"IB 12 Caena, Vols SSB 
наноси Crest 
b Potes 3985 ab 
coe Yona бш" Hon Prion 
E ам COR Memory 
E в SH Mad sk Do 
S Vas VAGA TE Deo 


5—1 
Парана Comers 


BE сонан Sho out 
Б : 
4 


73,4165, „ны 


"40999 


ший 


1 wid Go 2000 Pre 1580 
3 cute На Gm FS 
itt Se Copa 


[PERFORMANCE 


a 


wep coum тй Pence T20 | [SLIM & LIGHT. 
"RIBLI coe, 52001 SEN FE =. 
е 
ast Poin 346 ay 
т conan Nod Va Hana Premism 
E огум: COR ano 
E оов SEA Hara Dak Oe 
Г Veen NAGA Ty 
coro Bua [DH 
gtd eh Соте 
ant Cui nt, Sh et 
2m 


199 SAM D бте, 

RI Mer WAGA TFT Dagi 
e CODD Bener (NOH 
Vogue ко Camera 

R tart Cod festo динов, 

eee Er 

09955,90 

73,833-25. or simonte 


E 


оо 


24,6665. a. 


тебе аз! 


For mote information . ] 
3 (632)633-NEO2(633-6362) tfimktg()neo.COm.pli van suw showroom отм. PLAYGROUND mi ia AL 


Ask for your 0% interest 
for 12 months and 


BIG BIG Discounts! 


‘on selected НЕО Q-Note Models! 


„нов: Cre Cord accord for 0% aen 
i репа upon йе вином mecha 
пал end dealer's acredtatontppor fom 
‘tle banis Col you nearest Authorized 
Deal for о 0% eres program. 


+ 0% ers 12 months con bo ved 
proved ibt obl Ы aro рий in fa. 


Fy tero dels 
For HNC Pema 216 Saras o 20. 


има сеш» Bag в вы rt 
www.neo.com.ph № 


By Doris С. Dumlao, Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson and Daxim L. Lucas 


(First ofa series) 


HANDICRAFT EXPORTER LOIDA RAPAL 
could not believe her luck a decade ago when 
the peso suddenly broke past 26 to $1—div- 
ing to nearly 30—and continuing to falter af- 
ter that. 
For her, it was like manna from heaven. 
“We were overwhelmed,” said Rapal, 


whose Las Piñas- 
eset based company RH 
ЕРОВТ 


Excelcrafts makes 

handicraft for Ameri- 

can retailers such as Wal-Mart, MarMaxx and 

‘Target. “Because of the dollars depreciation, 

we were able to acquire additional working 
capital.” 

But what was a boon to exporters and 
households with relatives working abroad 
was devastating for big corporations saddled 
with dollar-denominated debts while relying 
on peso earnings. In the years before that, the 
foreign exchange stability emboldened a lot 
of companies to tap foreign currency-denomi- 
nated loans—even without the natural hedge 
that exporters enjoy. 

As local interest rates were also much high- 
er then, they found it less expensive to borrow 
in dollars to finance capital-intensive pro- 
jects, such as building upscale condominium 
buildings and leisure estates. 

When the peso's value plummeted, these 
companies’ debt servicing soared. When the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) raised in- 
terest rates to defend the local currency, com- 
panies that were heavily indebted in pesos 
were choked as well. 

These big borrowers, in turn, accounted for 
the bulk of banks loan portfolios. This over- 
reliance on banks, in part due to the country's 
underdeveloped capital market, thus pushed 
many banks to the breaking point, accumulat- 
ing more than P300 billion in bad loans and 
foreclosed assets over the last decade. 

As a result, the country's economic growth 
slowed down, its foreign exchange transac- 
tions with the rest of the world or balance of 
payments turned into a deficit and the infla- 
tion rate—or the pace of increase in average 
prices of goods consumed by a typical house- 
hold—shot up to a high of 9.3 percent. 

This cataclysmic phenomenon became 
what is now referred to as the 1997 East Asian 
financial crisis—a financial tsunami that 
swept across Southeast Asia, rippling out- 
‘ward from Thailand in a few short weeks. 


RP ‘insulated’ 

BSP Governor Amando M. Tetangco Jr. be- 
lieves that the country was spared from the 
full effects of the financial crisis. This was 
due, in part, to the fact that the country 
hopped onto the economic boom bandwagon 
much later than its more affluent neighbors. 

"We were late-comers to the party, so asset 
prices in the country did not have the chance 
to appreciate as much,” he said. 

At the time the crisis erupted, Tetangco was 
managing director at the central bank. He 
says the country’s experience with another 
debilitating crisis in the previous decade 
helped regulators and market players keep 
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(Chronology) March to December 1997 


March -June - Sixty-five Thai finance compa- 
niles secretly receive substantial liquidity sup- 
port from the Bank of Thalland. Significant 
capital outfiows followed, 


June 29 - Thailand suspends 
operation of 16 finance com- 
panies and announces a 
‘guarantee of depositors’ and. 
creditors’ funds.in remaining 
finance companies. 


July 2- Thal baht is floated and depreciates by 
15-20 percent. 


Early July - Pressure on the indonesian rupiah 
develops. 


July 8-14 - Malaysia Bank Negara Malaysia In- 
Tervenes agres- 
sively to defend 

О theringgitbut 
S] eventually te 
ДВ пойт. 
M. owed to float, 


July 11 - Indonesia widens the горам trading 
band. 


July 11 - The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas de- 
Values the peso as demand for US dollars es- 
саз. 


duly 13 - Several Korean banks are placed оп 
‘negative credit outlook by rating agencies. 


July 24 - "All currency meltdown"-Massive 
зећбо of the rupiah, baht, ringgit and peso. 


August 5 - Thailand adopts measures to 
strengthen financial sector. Operations of 42 fi 
nance companies suspended. 


‘August 14 - Indonesian authorities abolish 
band for rupiah, which plunges immediately. 


August 20 - Thailand enters into а three-year 
standby arrangement with the International 
Monetary Fund. 


August 25 - Korean 
‘government guar- 
antees banks’ ex- 
ternal liabilities; 
withdrawal of 
credit fines 
continues. 


October 14 - Thailand financial sector restruc- 
turing strategy announced; Financial Sector 
Restructuring Agency and Asset Management 
Company established; blanket guarantee 
strengthened and new powers given to inter- 
vene in banks. 


October 24 - Thailand issues emergency de- 
Crees to facilitate financial sector restructuring. 


October 31 - Indonesia 
Bank resolution package 
announced; 16 commer- 
cial banks closed; limit- 
ed deposit insurance 
tor depositors in oth- 
er banks; other bank 
closures to follow. 


November 5 - Indonesia's three-year standby 
arrangement with IMF approved. 


November 19 - Korean exchange rate band 
widened, Won falls sharply. 


Mid-November - Change in government in 
‘Thailand. Significant strengthening of econom- 
ic reform program. 


November - Korea Asset Management Corp. 
(Kamco) nonperforming asset fund is estab- 
lished. 


December 4 - IMF approves three-year stand- 
by arrangement with Thailand, Indonessia and 
Korea, but rollover of short-term debt contin- 
ues to decline. 
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Crisis changed 
IMF as well 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ASIAN CURRENCY CRISIS 
а decade ago has prompted re- 
only within 
economies in the region but 
within the multilateral system аз 


forms not 


| Core’2 Duo 


{ inside" 


well 


Many criticized the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
for acting too little and too 
late during the crisis. It was 
even censured for imposing 
traditional remedies to a dif- 
ferent ailment, exacerbating 
the negative impact of the cr 
sis on the growth of the afflic 


ed economies. 


Former Finance Secretary 
Roberto de Ocampo said the 
IMF was nagged with ques- 
tions on whether it had ade- 
quate resources to dispatch in 
the event of a similar crisis or 
sufficient 
on non-borrowing 
countries to orchestrate the 
prevention of similar crises in 
such an extensive scale. 
Recently, the IMF asserted 
its role as the guardian of glob- 
al financial stability, 
memorating the Asian crisis’ 
‘anniversary 


whether it 
leverage 


had 


10-year 


launching a new 


will assist 


surveillance mechanism that 
aims to be an early warning 
device. It has also prepared a 
new emergency facility that 
well-managed 
emerging economies 
sponding to future external 
crises by giving faster access 
IMF financing, 


menting the Chiang Mai initia- 
tive. 

For the Philippines, this 
means about $4 billion in 
fresh buffer fund ifand whena 
crisis strikes. 

IMF resident representative 
to the Philippines Reza Baqir 
said the Fund has moved on 
and introduced many changes 
to its practices and that it 
would still be difficult to imag- 
ine a world withoutit. 

Contrary to what some peo- 
ple think that it was caught 
flatfooted by the crisis, Baqir 
said the IMF had warned coun- 
tries like Thailand about the 
very factors that led to the cri- 
sis a few years before the tur- 
moil erupted. Once the crisis 
struck, the IMF moved quickly 
to provide large financial sup- 
port at that time other in- 
vestors had pulled out of the 
region, he said. 

Baqir added that many of 
the policies backed by the IMF 
at the height of the crisis start- 
ing with the temporary tight 
monetary policy had proven to 
be appropriate and curbed the 
free fall of the Thai baht and 
the Korean won 

He noted that the Philip- 
pines had weathered the crisis 
better due to structural re- 
forms supported by the IMF in 
the early 1990s, such as the 
creation of an independent 
central bank as well as 
strengthening of regulations 
on related lending, audit and 
real estate exposure. 
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Exports ... «uu 


Electronics is the Philippines’ major export 
ватег accounting for 62 percent of total eam- 
ings in May Electronics exported by the Philip- 
pines are made up largely of intermediate mate- 
rials used for the production of personal com- 
puters, iPODs, MP3 players and cellular phones. 

Electronics exports teached $2.56 billion in 
May, rising by 11.8 percent from a year earli- 
er. In April, electronics exports rose by only 
1.2 percent year-on-year. 

Dennis Arroyo, director for policy and plan- 
ning at the National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority (Neda), said the government. 
was still sticking to the exports growth target of 
11 percent for the year despite the lower-than- 
expected performance in the first five months. 

Quoting the US-based Semiconductor Industry 
Association (SIA), Arroyo said growth in global 
demand for electronics would be faster in the sec- 
ond half with the launching of new consumer 
electronics products and cellular phone models 

But Victor Abola, an economist from the 
University of Asia and the Pacific, said the 11- 
percent growth target for the year might be. 
too optimistic 

Abola said the country was still expected to 
posta decent exports growth for this year, but 
only at around 7 percent. 

Other top exports for May were articles of 
apparel and clothing accessories ($182.32 
million), cathodes and sections of cathodes of 
refined copper ($133.52 million), wooderaft 
and furniture ($91.47 million), petroleum 
products ($85.97 million), coconut oil 
($64.51 million), ignition wiring set and oth- 
er wiring sets used in vehicles, aircraft and 
ships ($56.92 million), metal components 
($41.16 million), and gold ($36.10 million). 

"The United States accounted for $706.29 
million of total Philippine exports in May. It 
was followed by Japan with $544.25 million. 
and Hong Kong, $514.63 million. 
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ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


Six Entrepreneurial Lessons in Six Hours 


Developing the Entrepreneurial Mindframe 
Opportunity Seeking, Screening and Seizing 
Understanding and Delighting Customers 


Enterprise Operations and Delivery Systems 


Entrepreneurial Finance 


Managing People in Small Organizations 


PROF. DANILO A. 
ANTONIO 


PROF. TOMAS B. 


FERRERIA LOPEZ ја. 


“One Day With ME” is an in-depth preview of the Asian Institute of Management's 


(AIM) Master in Entrepreneurship (ME) program, а learn-and-apply course for 
entrepreneurs. 


Featuring some of the best professors of AIM, the ME program is for those who want 
their enterprises to becom 

+ More profitable by adopting the latest management tools and techniques 

+ More productive by vigorously pursuing quality, quantity and cost objectives 

+ More professional by installing the best management practices 


Date: July 18,2007 Venue: SGV Сазетоот, 35 Floor AIM Campus _ Course Fee: Php 5,000.00 


For details, please contact Liza Ayalde and Perlita Balilo 
Tel 4632 892-4011 loc.332 and 220 
EmailaceGaim edu 
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{SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.62-PER- 
S'tent lower yesterday, with investors 
Sinloading blue chips for the third- 
«straight session, dealers said 
ЖТ They said geothermal power pro- 
сег РМОС Energy Development 
Сог, was in demand, attracting in- 
® terest following a secondary offering 
‘by its parent, state-owned Philippine 
WNational Oil Co. (PNOC), which 
teraised P17.1 billion in several block 
ales yesterday. (See story on page 
E] 

The composite index was down 
2923.09 points at the days low of 

3,720.96 on volume of 6.8 billion. 

"'shares worth P22.6 billion. 

There were 73 losers and 43 gain- 
+ ers, while 61 stocks were unchanged. 


coming IPOs, today being the last day 
for the payment of subscriptions to 
Aboitiz Power's IPO. Investors are al- 
so preparing for GMA Network’s 
stock offer,” said Nestor Aguila of DA 
Market Securities. 

‘Trading in the shares of fuel retail- 
er Phoenix Petroleum Philippines was 
scheduled to begin today, and shares 
in Aboitiz Power Corp. are set to de- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


| BUSINESS 
‘Stocks decline as investors 
raise cash for new IPOs 


buton Monday. 

Shares in broadcaster GMA are set 
to be listed on July 30. 

PNOC-EDG, the most actively trad- 
ed stock, jumped 70 centavos to 
P6.40. 

The Philippine government in- 
tends to sell another 40-percent stake 
in PNOC-EDC within the year to raise 
revenue to help cover shortfalls in tax 
collection in the first half. 

Among blue chips, märket leader 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. or PLDT was down PIS at 
P2,660, while mall operator SM 
Prime Holdings fell 50 centavos to 
P12.50. 

A-shares of San Miguel Corp. fell 
50 centavos to P75 while B-shares 
were unchanged at P83. AFP 
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“ePerformax OKs P172M in dividends =" 
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‚ By Riza T. Olchondra 
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BPO EPERFORMAX CONTACT CENTERS 
Corp. will be distributing stock dividends 
worth P172 million to its stockholders, listed 
company Easycall said yesterday. 
За Easycalltreasurer Carlo M. Severino said in 
Уа letter to the Philippine Stock Exchange that 
She company's board of directors agreed on 
“Monday to distribute part of the company's 
"profits through stock dividends, 
$5 Severino said the dividends would make up 
33100 percent of the contact center's unappro- 
Tpriated retained earnings as of end-Decem- 
her or equivalent to P171.8 million. 
2. Stockholders on record as of June 30 this 
Xyear can avail themselves of the dividends. 
5 Last year, Easycall earned P20 million in 
net income owing to the disposition of some 
fof its assets. Easycall said that as a result of 
‘the upbeat performance of ePerformax, ће 
"company, through Transnational Diversi- 
7 fied Corp., would be spending some $5 mil- 
Hion to $6 million to put up a second site in 
{Metro Manila for its contact center early 
Snextyear. 
i. The call center's facility is located at the BPI 
$ Buendia Center in Makati. 
2 The first site of ePerformax has nine opera- 
S tional floors at BPI Buendia Center. It has a 
T maximum capacity of 1,810 seats, more than 
£1,500 employees and about 250 trainees. 
$ "Easycalls principal activity is to provide in- 
Т formation technology services. The compa- 
È пуз other offers are focused on dial-up Inter- Ра 
S net access plans. Sod Group le. 
$ South Cina Resources nc. 
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Vista Land pushes 
property development 
to greater heights 


The most innovative brands in local prop- 
erty have come together to change the face 
of the industry. Vista Land & Lifescapes 
Inc., а newly incorporated property holding 
group, combines the strengths of Brittany 
Corporation, Camella Homes, Crown Asia, 
and Communities Philippines to make up 
what is now the largest homebuilder in 
the country, 

Vista Land boasts of the collective track 
record of various properties covering the 
full spectrum of residential developments. 
It is now the first and only one offering a 
full range of products that fit every budget 
and every lifestyle in prime locations - 
Brittany Corp. for high-end, luxury 
developments; Crown Asia for stylish yet 
affordable developments; Camella for af- 
fordable developments; and Communities 
Philippines for developments outside Mega 
Manila. 


Moreover, this consolidation brings to- 
gether under one roof the vast resources of 
four industry freethinkers. This resource -} 
a veritable fountain of experience - speaks 
of decades of innovation that has time 
and again pushed the industry to greater 
heights. 

Vista Land will be expanding its opera- 
tions in the regions in a bid to double its ge- 
ographic reach in the next two years. It also 
seeks to expand its role in inner city and 
vertical developments while enhancing ex- 
isting projects by putting up community 
centers and establishing business process 
outsourcing in those projects. 

Complementing its portfolio of develop- 
ments, the company intends to expand into 
more leisure projects and other types of real 
estate development in the future. 

What began in 1975 as ап 80-lot develop- 
ment in Las Pifias now prides itself with 
over 100,000 homes built - raising the Fil- 
ipino family's quality of living one home at 
a time. Whether it be a high-end property or 
an affordable residential development, 
Vista Land applies the same principle ap- 
proach in fashioning what it has come to 
call its lifescapes - efficiently planned, 
architecturally sound masterplanned theme 
developments that are responsive and 
adaptable to the realities of its [Em 
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Individually, each property brand has cre- 
ated a legacy in their respective fields fu- 
eled by the pioneering spirit that has come 
to set them apart from their competitors. 
Collectively, Vista Land equates to a 
formidable property investment whose val- 
ue appreciates over time. Its name now 
stands for providing value for money, as- 
surance of reliability, a broad range of 
choices for various wants and needs, and 
the promise of a more enriched way of life. 
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Together with St. Paul, she can truly say: 
"I have done my best in the race, 
Thave run the full distance, and 
Thave kept the faith. And now 
there is waiting for me the victory prize 
of being put right with Сод...” 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 


SERAFINA YLAGAN PUENTE 


(July 28, 1913 July 8, 2007) 
Peacefully joined her Creator on July 8, 2007 
at the age of 93. 


Her bereaved husband, Alfonso, Sr. (f); children and in-laws 
Josie & Elong, Junior & Linda (t), Evelyn, Petita & George, 
Didi & Tony, Lody & Ramon, Tony & Marixie, Tito & 
Judith, Rody & Emy, Mely, Poly & Val; grandchildren and 
great grandchildren and all relatives and friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains lie in state at Capilla San Aemiliani, Arlington 
Fast, The Garden Chapels, C. Raymundo cor. Mercedes Ave., 
Pasig City. 

Interment will be on July 12, 2007 at Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina City, after the 1:00 PM Mass at Holy Trinity Parish, 
Village East Executive Homes, Cainta, Rizal. 


pees’ 
5 


NAVY CAPT. MANUEL 7% 
STO. DOMINGO LEDESMA 


(PMA CLASS 1957) 
of QuezonCity 
joined his Creator on July 10, 2007 at the age of 73. 


His bereaved wife, Minda De Jesus Ledesma; children & children-in-law Glenda 
& Jun, Cedrick & Jing, Marvin & Monique; grandchildren Ernest, Mikaela, Elise, 
Marinela, Paolo, Marga, Marcus; brothers & sisters-in-law Ricardo & Ling, 
Edgardo & Cora; sisters & brothers-in-law, Teresa (+) & Samy, Violeta & Johnny; 
uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends, request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at St. Ignatius Cathedral, Camp Aguinaldo, Q.C. There 
will be a Necrological Service on Saturday, July 14, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. Cremation 
will be on Sunday, July 15, 2007 at 9:00 a.m., Loyola Memorial Park, Crematory, 


Marikina City. 
pois SO] 


Message of бу hanks Aj 
We, the family of the late 


SEGUNDO VALTE INFANTADO, JR. 


September 10, 1926 - July 4, 2007 


ROGELIO 
“Daddy Ogie” 
BUENAVISTA 

BORLAZA 

peacefully old 

our Lord 


on July 8, 2007 
at the age of 63. 


His remains fic in 


pv ALICIA 5. > pe CARMELITA” 
b PALAROAN 2 . LANSANG <, 
peacefully joined our Lord and her 


parents Jose & Rufina Lansangon 
July 08, 2007 at Quezon City, 


peacefully joined her Creator 
on July 9, 2007. 
Her loving children VIRGILIO & NELIA, 


all those who condoled with us in our time of sorrow with MARIANO, 


state at No. 073 A. 
Mabini St, Liliw, 
Тарт, 

Interment willbe on 
Sunday, July 15, 
2007, 2pm at Liliw 
Municipal Comelery 
nfor the mass at St 
John the Baptist 
Church, — Lillw, 
Laguna, 


sent 


and console us. 


Row: 


ZAMBOANGA CITY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(ZANCELCO) 
Zamboanga City 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TO BID 


Tho Zamboanga City Васи Cooperative, Ino. (ZAMCELCO) at Putt, thie oly, 
por Board Poley on Pre-quailicaton, and Bida and Awards, invita ai interested 
азов o opor r-qnientrvlgty па b lor n оен 
Лоте 1o wil 


4) 81 unita CURRENT TRANSFORMER 15КУ, Mull Ratio CTR 10-15-2075, 
Mada in Germany, wih Sealing Provision or Outdoor usod type GIFK-24- 
105. Approved Budget Cost ~ 248.000 00lunit 

2) 81 units POTENTIAL TRANSFORMER 15КУ, РТА 8 400/120 
Mado in Germany, wiih sealing provision, Singla Bushing for outdoor usod 
type VEF 24-03. Approved Budget Gost ~ P48,000.00 

з) 8 опна Current Transformer (СТ) Primary, Mull ratio @400-800-200/5 
amps.: Made п Germany, for outdoor used type, GIFK24-105 
‘Approved Budget Cost ~ P49,000.00/unt 

4) Gunite Potential Tr ог (PT) Primary BIL 95KV, Rated Voltage 
Чеку, PTA 400/120; Made In Germany, Double Bushing or outdoor used 
"уре V2F24-08, Approved Budget Cost - P48,000.001unt 
(Note: Financing Scheme of not loss than 12 months or one year) 


You may secure the Pre-qualieaton Requirements from the office of the 
Finance Depariment at ZAMCELCO Complex in РИК, this city anytime during 
‘fice hours and submit ho same upon compotion ofall requirements еге! 


Submission ofthe Pre-quallication Requirements shall not be later than 
ilu 12,2007 an ococumant прочего ar, na accep 
Thareater 


Al applicant willbe duly noted of the results ofthe pre-quailicatoreligioilty 
process. Only those who are qualiied wil ba alowed to paricipate inthe bidding. 
[pon payment o non-refundable bidding fee of P5,000.00. 


Bidding will be conducted on July 19, 2007. 


Sealed bid in duplical copies should be submiied to tha Committee on Bids 
and Awards atthe Otlica ofthe Finance Depariment at the above-mentioned 
adress on or balore 2:00 PM of July 19, 2007. Five (5%) percent Bidder's 
Bond (inthe form of casn, cashier smanager's/certhed check, surly bond or 
bank quarantee/.C) is required as a matter of coop року. 


‘The right to reject any or ай bids, to walve any formality thereof, or to 


accept such bid ав may be considered advantageous to the coop, Is hereby, 
Teserved as an absolute prerogative of ZAMCELCO. 


(804) REINERIO R. RAMOS 


‘оно T1 2007) General Manager 


CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
San Carios Ciy, Pangasinan 
ты. №, (075) 532-2222 1532:3146 


INVITATION TO BID 
jasinan Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CENPELCO) with office 
‘al qualified bidders for 

and equipments: 
‘QUANTITY 


‘the supply and dellvory of the following electrical m 
TEM No. DESCRIPTION 
1 Duplex Wire #6 200000 m 
2 Electronic KWH Maier, TOO] A 800 wnils 
E Electronic KWH Meter, Class 100 200 unis 
4 
5 
5 


Elecironic KWH Meter, Class 200 309 nis 
Electronic KWH Me 
Electronic KWH Ме 


Class 20 25 unite 
Gass 10. 35 unte 
Allinierested partes shall submit Letter o intant together wiih ther latest company 
protte and secure bid documents re: Technical speciications and features to РВАС 
Secretariat staring July 16, 2007. Submission ol sealed bd wi be on July 31, 2007 
Tuesday) a1 2:00 p.m. (1400 hra) at СЕРЕ! СО main ойе, Padila St, San Carios 
Су Pangasinan star your bia wit be speed и your prsenca or a of your 
representative. 

Request further to include In your sealed bid/proposal the delivery date, terms of 
Payment, availability of stock, complete specifications and ather information for 
valuation purposes, Bid for ona or wo nems oniy is accoplable. Please submit BID 
BONO equivalent to two and one-half percent (21%) of no total bd price И It is a 
cash or manager's check or it itis а surety bond It must be equivalent 1o ten percent 
(10%) ol полош bid price. Bid bond lees тап the required amount willbe automaticaly 
ой rtropois submina beyond а рвов dete ала те и rot be 
accopt 

CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, WAIVE ANY 
OF THE REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS THE BIDS ONLY 
DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE, 


(взг) RODRIGO к. CORPUZ 
PBAC Chairman 


Noted by: 


(508) ENGR. EDGARDO R. PIAMONTE 


"luto ©свиртова борои 
APOL July 1t à 14, Л T ON eee 


their presence, prayers, messages of sympathy; those who 
lowers and who in countless ways 


wish to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
Your expression of love and concern continue to comfort 
йә 


Lily and Corinna Infantado $$ 


ALICE & HECTOR, 
MEDEN & ROGER, MERLE, JAIME & 
LOURDES, grandchildren, relatives and 
friends request the plous readers to pray 
for hor сатта! happiness In haven. 
Her remains Не in state at Arlington East, 
Pasig City and will be brought to 
Funeraria. Imperial, Naga City on 
July 12, 2007. 

Thtermant will be on Sunday, vel 

July 15, 2007 at Sto. Nino” & 
Memorial Park, 


elped us. 


Her brothers, sisters and In-laws Flora & 
Blding, Guy, Eda & Manoling (+), Bert & 
Rita, Susan, Kelly é Jules, Jun & Chona, Lito 
& Mary Ann (H), Baby, Noel & Carmi 
‘Auntie Luding, nophews, nieces, cousins & 
‘ther rolatives & frlonds request the pious 
Fondors to Join them in prayers for her eternal 
Happiness In heaven. 

Hor remains llo n state at St. Poter Memorial 
Chapel, Quozon Avenue, Quezon Clty. 
Interment will be on July 12,2007 
9 San Juan Cemetery айог 


— 


^* CLASSIFIEDS | 


"Republic of te Philippines 
Municipality of Sinacaban 
Provinos of Mlaamle Occidental 


Invitation for Bids (IFB) 
Date: July 11, 2007 


Contract ID No.: 8Р-1334М-01 
Word Bank Loan No: а446РН 
The Government of ho Philppines has received a loan {rom the Intemational 
Bank for Reconstruction and Doveiopmant towards na cost of Local Government 
Finance and Davelopment and intenda о apply part of in funds to co о 
payments under пе Contract for he Construction of Sinacaban Wa 
Tavol Il acing в opon to а! bidders от eligible source countries as defined 
In tho Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credis 


Tho Municipality of Sinacaban, Province of Misamis Occidental nites sasiad 
Tios rom eig sources for me ConstrucioniDevalopment of Production Walls 
"and ils Facies, Construction of 1 - Reinforced Concrete Ground Reservoir, 
instalation of Power Transmission Lines, Installation of Transmission/ 
Distribution Water Pipelines and Lovo Ш Metered Water Connection. 


Bidding documents may be purchased staring July 11, 2007 at the Municipal 
Engineering Officer BAC Secretariat, Sinacaban Municipal Hall, Sinacaban, 
Misamis Oceldental upon payment of a non-rlundable lee о! Five Thousand 
Pesos (Php 5,000.00) or is equivalent а ooly-convertble currency, fr each 
за bidders тау obtain further Inlormation at the same address, 


Bids shali be valld for a period o ninety (90) days aftar bid opening and must be 
accompanied by bid security of Four Hundred Sixty Six Thousand Pasos 
(Php 466,000.00) n a form ©! cash, corled check, bank guarantee issued by 
Сотипеговзапка ors equvalnt iva convertible currency and shal be deliver 
то the SB Session Hall, Sinacaban, Misamis Occidental on or bator 
"August 14, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at which ime hoy wil be opened inthe presenta. 
f tha bidders who wish fo attend. 


sponse idcer(LCRB) who was datarmined as such during post qualifcation. The 
Estimated Project Cost for ha subproect s Elghteen Milion Six Hundred ЕМУ 
{Eight Thousand Sixty Three Pesos and 60/100 (Php 1869806260) 


А pre-bid conference will be hold at 10:00 a.m. on August 1, 2007 at SB 
Session Hall, Municipality of Sinacaban, Misamis Occidental. 


(69d) LALAINE C. TAN 


SA БАС Ghaleman 


'PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
‘Energy Complex, Мати. Road 
Fort Bonilacio, Tagulg City 
Tal. No. 893-1320, Local 5388 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation is Inviting ві 
apply and submit sealed bids for Ine supply and delivery о 
Puronas 
Plant Historian Зои 
"Approved Budget: PHP 5,603,500.00 
Елдышу forms and bidding documonts shall bo avaiable for issuance atthe above 
падове clo Me. Diana Loano staring July 10, 2007, rom 930 a.m. © 3:30 рап 
tion payment of a non-refundable Tap of PHP 2,000.00 per document. 
For purposes of clarlying certain matos, a pre-bcdng conference shali be hold on 
duly 17, 2007, 10:00 a.m. at Ino above address 
‘Applications for ely and sealed bids shall bo submited по and ragistered with 
the PNOC-EDC Supply Management Department, UF Building 5 at the above address 
not lator than 2:00 p.m. (Supply Management Department Office Wall Clock 
{ime} of August 1, 2007, Puble opening ol bs shal low immediately Inereaor. 
Lato bids shall not be accepted. 
Prospective bidders shall signly conformance to the bidding lorms and eorations, 
эз requied, and shal ensure na same through proper submisslonlexecuon. Source 
1 или ls Кот Internal Cash Gonaraton of PNOC-EDC. Ай bids should bo witin 
the Approved Budgat for the Contract in order о qual 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation reserves tho right Io annul the bidding 
process, o reject any or ай bids, 10 waiva any inlormahiy In the bids received and 
fo accopl such bid which в most advantageous lo РНОС-ЕОС without tharaby 
incurring abiiy to the allected bidder or bidders or any obligation to inform the 
alfected bidder or bidders ofthe ground(s) for PNOC-EDC's action 


BAC Chal 
уэ. ay 1.200) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
HOI YUET SHIPPING CO., LTD/s ORIGINAL 
ВЛ. NO. HY070928 WAS LOST IN TRANSIT. 
ВЛ. NO. HYO70928 IS DECLARED CANCELLED 
АМО BLANK OUT. B/L CONSIGNEE: 
JSN LABORATORIES, INC. 
ГС 


A Nacy gi 


баду, ТАМНА, боа 


Gy) Bangko Sentral ng Pt 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral Ng Plipinas (BSP), through Its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), Invites contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the 
hereunder project: 


Name of Project! 
Brief Description 


hinas 


‘One (1) year contract for the Janitorial and 
sanitation services at the BSP La Union 
Regional Office, per BSP special terms 
and conditions 


P 2,317,874.40 


‘Approved Budget for the 
Contract 


Contract Period 


‘One (1) year contract 


Prospective bidders should have undertaken a similar requirement awarded 
‘and completed within the last five (5) years (2002 to present) amounting to 
atleast 50% of the Approved Budget for the Contract. The Eligibility Check! 
Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary "pass/fail" criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated 
bid shall be conducted. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation 
of Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by 
the pertinent provisions of R.A. No. 8184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 

The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 


Activities ‘Schedule 
3 Issuance of Bid Documents Starting 11 July 2007 
2, Pre-Bid Conference 23 July 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
3. Opening of Bids [7 August 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
4. Bid Evaluation These shall be in accordance with the prescribed 
5. Post-qualification | periods allowed in the Implementing Rules & 
[6 Notice of Award — | Regulations (АВА of R.A. No. 9184 dated 

10 January 2003 


Bid Documents willbe available only to prospective bidders upon payment of 
‘non-refundable amount of P1,160.00 to the BSP Cashier. 


The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


The BSP reserves the right to reject any and all bid proposals, or declare ће 
bidding a failure, or not award the contract, and makes no assurance thata 
contract shall be entered into as a result of this invitation. 


(508) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 


Chairman 
имму 11,2007 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2007 


(Second of two parts) 


‘THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF HAND-WRING- 
ing and soul-searching over the pitiful quality 
of graduates from our public high schools. 
‘The main criticism is: They cannot speak or 
write good English. 

Why should this surprise anybody? Before 
‘World War П, English was the medium of in- 
struction in all levels of our public and private 
schools, I do not remember any complaints 
then. 

‘After the war, the system began to unravel. 
First, every student had to learn Filipino 
(Tagalog, really). Asa Bicolano, Thad to grap- 
ple with two foreign languages, Tagalog and 
English. 

What made matters worse, the Institute 
of National Language invented an artifi- 
cial language. The Institute purged Taga- 
log of Spanish words that had crept into 
the language during the long Castilian 
era. 

For example, silla (chair) became salung- 
puwit, and later upuan. What the Institute 


Banks ... 


From page BIO 


sures last May 10. 
Monetary authori- 
ties are hoping that 
the growth in money 
supply, which grew by 
21 percent in May 
fom а year ago, 
would slow down to 
‘below 20 percent by 
the end of the year. 

But some analysts 
said the increase in in- 
terest rate on govem- 
ment securities was 
rooted on concerns 
over the widening 
budget deficit. 

The government's 
fiscal performance as 
of June gave banks 
enough reason to seek 
higher risk premium, 
they said. 

їп the first half of 
the year, the govern- 
ments budget deficit 
was said to have 
reached P37.7 billion, 
breaching the P31.3- 
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and connections 
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How's Your English? 
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forgot was that no language was pure. You 
only have to browse through a few pages of 
an English dictionary to bump into foreign 
words. 

Aside from burdening the high school stu- 
dent with Tagalog, English was no longer 
taught as before. The teaching medium in the 
grade schools was no longer English, but the 
local vernacular. 

Also, I suspect that some self-appointed 
nationalists considered English as a tool 
of the American colonizers for subjugat 
ing their poor uneducated brown broth- 
ers. 

But now, the tide is turning. 

QUESTIONS /B8 


REPLACE YOUR DESKTOP WITH 
AN ALL-IN-ONE LCD PC! 


Disadvantages of Traditional PC: 
‘Consumes a lot of space 


— 
at cpu “< 


Monitor M 


‘Consumes more electricity 
“Emits more noise and heat 


All-in-one LCD PC 


Monitor м 

чытан” 

Benefits of All-in-one LCD PC: 

у Gi Space Saving 

ЖЕЎ Б] Low Power Consumption 
99 Less Cabling 

SD Mrs. Compact, Stylish, Portable 

SA T E zero Noise and Low Heat 

© Complete Connectivity 


13000 (hoher models also aval) 
"Inte свело M370 156 + 512 DOR Memory + 
1806 SATA HOO «nek Cord Reader + 
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Fortune Medicare, Inc. 


Invades MEGAMALL with the 
opening of its Fortune CARE clinic at 


LJ e 
| " 
sf Im 1c 
1 ДКА 
ie Care and Walk-In Health Center 


To Buildir 
ing B чу, 
ToShawBhq, ^ © 


(Fortune 


Clinic Hours: 12:00 nn to 8:00 pm Mondays to Saturdays CARE 


Inside DLS-STI Mega Clinic, 5th Fir., SM Megamall, 


billion ceiling set for 
the period. 


534-1529 | 533-4095 | 535-0787 


EDSA, Mandaluyong City • Tel. No.: 633-2319 


World today celebrates 7-Eleven day 


Celebrations in Philippines marked by Corporate Social 
Responsibility and promotional activities 


The 
chain, whose brand logo is recognized as 
the global standard in the convenience 


The Philippines joins 16 other countries worldwide as 32,208 world-renowned convenience 
7-Eleven convenience stores celebrate the special date of July 11, 


now officially known as 7-Eleven day. 


e efatr 


store business, will simultaneously em- 
bark on celebration activities to commem- 
orate and communicate the significance of 
7-Eleven day to its valued consumers. 

In Chicago-United States, 7-Eleven 
stores in the city banded together to offer a 
special day at the zoo via a special voucher 
available only at the said stores. Family 
members get to enjoy a day of bonding. 
with nature and animals, even as they en- 
јоу sipping on their free 12-ounce Slurpee. 
Other countries opted to offer their cus- 
tomers various freebies and discounts 
available only on July 11 

Philippine Seven Corporation, Philip- 
pine licensee of 7-Eleven, will spearhead 
the celebrations in the country by continu- 
ing its meaningful Corporate Social Re- 
sponsibility (CSR) mission launched dur- 
ing last year's 7-Eleven day. 

"The significance of 7-Eleven day to us 
extends beyond giving special discounts, 
freebies and more value to our customers. 
We really want do our share in giving back 
to the communities that have supported 
our business throughout our 25 years," 
stated Jase Victor Paterno, PSC President. 
"And thus we will continue our effort in 
helping out Gawad Kalinga who is tire- 


Receiving the award from President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 

President Victor Paterno (right). Also in photo are from (L-R) Samie Lim, 
PFA Chairman Emeritus and President of Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry; PFA President Robert Trota and PFA Chair 


Alegria Sibal-Limjoco. 


lessly assisting our less fortunate brothers 


Franchisees join together 
in celebrating 7-Eleven day 


130 local franchisees of the world- 
renowned 7-Eleven convenience store ге- 
cently joined hands with the 162 company- 
‘owned stores to boost efforts in the cele- 
bration of the company's very own red-let- 
ter day. 

The date, which has been officially 
dubbed as 7-Eleven day, was welcomed by. 
the Philippine Seven Corporation's part- 
ners in business as a newest milestone to 
the company's unflagging success. 

"Today's holiday for us is not like other 
holidays in which people get to rest. On this 


day, we will be working doubly hard to pro- 
vide our loyal consumers with the best in 
products and service that they have known to 
love," stated Joseph Pascual, franchisee of 7- 
Eleven Emerald and Pacific Centre. 

Pascual, along with the other fran- 
chisees of 7-Eleven, vowed to provide 
greater push for heir in-store promotions. 

‘The company noted that the combined 
292 company-owned and franchised stores 
have extended the reach of 7-Eleven from 
Metro Manila to 7 provinces in North Lu- 
zon and 4 in South Luzon, 

‘This means that an even greater number 
of Filipinos can get to avail of the exciting 
discounts and promos that will be offered by 
7-Eleven today and throughout the year. 

"On this 7-Eleven day, we celebrate not 
only a significant calendar date but also the 
continued growth of our franchise part- 
mers stated Jose Victor Paterno, PSC 
President, "And as more and more partners 
become part of our family, the world-class 


strength and success of 7-Eleven in the 
country will truly be showcased as the 
finest example of the Filipino en- 
trepreneurial spirit," he added, 

Paterno also revealed that the efforts of 
PSC and 7-Eleven have also bome fruit since 
the company was also recognized as the "In- 
temational Master Franchise Awardee for 
2006" in the annual Franchise Excellence 
‘Awards event jointly organized by the Philip- 
pine Franchise Association, the Department 
of Trade and Industry, the Philippine Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry and the 
Philippine Retailers Association. 

"This award re-affirms our commitment. 
im providing excellence in Franchising, 
transforming our brand into the benchmark. 
in successful convenience retailing, as well, 
as providing another notch in the 25 years 
of success of 7-Eleven in the Philippines," 
said Paterno, 

Paterno also attributed the tremendous 
growth and success of the company's fran- 


and sisters by providing them with shel- 
ter," he added. 

Paterno revealed that last year, 7- 
Eleven embarked on various activities 
such as trec planting, house painting and 
street sweeping in the Gawad Kalinga Vil- 
lage in Baseco compound. The 160-strong 
7-Eleven team also provided free meals, 
drinks and desserts to the families in the. 
said area, as well as engaging kids and 
adults in various fun activities throughout 
the day. 

This year, 7-Eleven will once again join 
hands with the crusading Gawad Kalinga 
in й new community project іп 
Pinagsama, Taguig City. 

Aside from its CSR efforts, 7-Eleven 
will continue its in-store value promo- 
tions, which includes the current "Cool 
Drink, Cooler Gadgets" promo, а text- 
based raffle that will allow customers to 
win 4GB MP3 players daily, 29 inch Ultra 
Slimfit TV weekly and 32 inch Slimfit TV 
with home theater system on the grand 
draw, when they buy selected Gulp, 
Slurpee and Pepsi packaged products, 

‘Another promo is the "Great deal baon 
Rice Meal Combo" wherein shoppers ean 
get to avail of a rice-in-a-box, drink and 
chocolate bar dessert for only P39 pesos. 
Loyal patrons will also get to enjoy vari- 
‘ous discounts and bundled products on the 
shelves throughout the month of July. 


chise business to the company's aggressive 
franchising and expansion efforts for 2007, 
‘which included the introduction of four fran- 
chising options that have attracted the in- 
vestment of local entrepreneurs and OFWs. 
Aside from the new store franchise, 
businessmen can also opt to acquire a com- 
pany-owned store with the franchise con- 
version system; convert their own existing. 
property or business into a 7-Eleven fran- 
chise through the property conversion sys- 
tem; or obtain the rights to operate an exi 
ing store via the Service agreement option. 
The company is also hard at work in 
providing more innovations and impro 
ments to its franchising system, which in- 


"We want to make this year's 7-Eleven 
day extra special, since it also coincides 
with our celebration of PSC' 25th year 
here in the Philippines, which will happen. 
‘on November 24, 2007," stated Paterno, 
"So aside from our current CSR, promo- 
tional and franchising efforts, we will have 
lots more in store for our loyal customers 
in the coming months leading up to our an- 
niversary," he added. 

Besides being known as the country's 
leading convenience store chain where 
popular brand name products can easily be 
found, 7-Eleven is also hard at work in 
marketing its own proprietary brands to 
boost the popularity of its consumer-fa- 
vorites Slurpee, Gulp, Hotdog and Siopao. 
New inclusions into the company's prod- 
uct line up include the Rice meals, Pasta, 
Sandwiches, Stuffed Pandesal and Hot 
Beverages. 


Iph. 


cludes a centralized distribution system ca- 
pable of servicing over 500 stores; feed- 
back support and communication systems 
between the company and franchisees; and 
streamlining, promotional and back-end 
support for store operations. 

Patemo also revealed that PSC has 
‘opened up more areas for franchising in oth- 
er areas of Metro Manila and the provinces, 
including La Union, Baguio, Olongapo, 
‘Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Bulacan, Laguna, 
Batangas, Quezon and Cavite. 

For "franchising inquiries, сап 
(02) 726-9968, (0920) 950-8651, email 
franchising@7-eleven.com.ph ог visit 
www.7-eleven.com.ph. 


www.fortunecare.com.ph 


Questions 


Representatives Tupas and Villafuerte, 
among others in Congress, want to put back. 
English as the teaching medium in public 
schools. 

Do not expect any quick fix. As 1 said last 
week, English is a very difficult language to 
master, Learning to speak good English is 
hard enough. Learning to write good En- 
glish is even much harder. And when you 
dó master the language, you have to end- 
lessly practice it, or you will lose your 
edge. 

What level of English proficiency should 
we expect from a high school graduate, any- 
way? If he can strike a conversation in street 
lingo, or a mixture of Tagalog and English, ог 
Taglish, that should be enough. 1 once 
watched a pearl diver in Jolo being inter- 
viewed in English over CNN. Where else but 
in the Philippines? 

It is at the college level where English 
should be mastered. A holder of a college 
diploma should know when to split an infini 
tive or when to use the past participle. 
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Gov't finalizes sale of stake 
in geothermal company 


of Policies 


Тат not prepared to accept that the pre- 
sent crop of college graduates is worse 
than a generation ago. In the mid-1950s, 
the Insular Life-FGU Insurance Group, 
where I was employed in the Training & 
Planning Department, ran an ad in the pa- 
pers soliciting applications for 10 execu- 
tive trainees. Over 1,000 applied. This is 
about the same hiring ratio at the call cen- 
ters today. 

In the professions, English proficiency 
goes up into even higher levels. Every pro- 
fession has its distinct lingo. Medical doc- 
tors use a language all their own. T can 
write a column on insurance in technical 
lingo that only fellow insurance profes- 
sionals will understand. But I will lose my 
readership. Ph.D.s write in a style that only 
fellow Ph.D.s will appreciate. 1 suspect 
lawyers use legalese in order to raise their 
fees 

Тат absolutely confident that the wise En- 
glish-speaking and -writing Justices of the 
Supreme Court will unanimously turn down 
Wike’s petition. The decision will be written 
in perfect legalese. 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
moved a step closer to funding its bud- 
get shortfall this year as it finalized the 
sale of its stake in PNOC-Energy De- 
velopment Corp (PNOC-EDC). 

In a statement to the stock ex- 
change, the geothermal power pro- 
ducer said the sale would generate 
for the government at least P17.1 bil- 
lion, which has already been ear- 
marked to compensate for the poor 
tax collection of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue. 

A total of three billion shares will 
be sold at Р5.70 apiece, which is the 
stock's closing price last Friday. 

“Upon the completion of this trans- 
action, {the Philippine National Oil 


Co.'s] total outstanding share owner- 
ship in EDC will be reduced from 60 
percent to 47 percent,” the company's 
corporate information officer Rowe- 
na С. Clemente told the exchange 
yesterday. 

“This transaction will be crossed 
through the PSE after approval for a 
regular block sale is obtained,” she 
added. 

The company earlier said that it 
was aiming to complete the sale to up 
to three institutional buyers by the 
end of this week. 

CLSA Limited was chosen as the 
underwriter for the secondary offer, 
the company said. 

Trading of PNOC-EDC's shares 
was suspended last Monday pending 
additional information from the 
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company about the sale 

Yesterday, the company asked 
the Philippine Stock Exchange 
(PSE) to lift its trading halt on the 
stock. 

Its price then rose by 12.3 percent, 
ending the trading session at P6.40 
per share. 

The money from the sale will be 
used to meet the full-year budget 
deficit target of P63 billion after suc- 
cessive failures by the BIR forced the 
government to rely on privatization 
proceeds, 

The government has already an- 
nounced plans to sell its remaining 
stake in the geothermal power pro- 
ducer together with its holdings in 
the Manila Electric Co. and San 
Miguel Corp. this year. 
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* AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH: CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACT ON THE PHILIPPINES - Jose Ма. 
Lorenzo Tan, President, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines with Paul Aquino, President 
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NFA taps private sector to stabilize grain prices 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE PRIVATE SECTOR HAS BEEN 
tapped to aid the National Food Authority 
in its grain distribution scheme to ensure 
the stability f rice prices and supply. 

NFA Administrator Jessup P Navarro 
said the private sector has been assisting 
the agency through its "indirect interven- 
tion” program, which include the auction 
sale of imported rice and the Institutional- 


ized Farmers as Distributors program. 

‘These programs are meant to ease 
supply problems expected in the lean 
months of July to September and pre- 
vent any rice shortages and unwarranted 
price increases. 

Under the МЕАв indirect intervention 
program, the private sector may resell NFA 
stockat prevailing commercial prices. 

Under the auction scheme, a limited 
volume of imported quality rice is sold 


through a public sale to interested li- 
censed grain traders. 

‘The ifad program operates in the same 
manner, allowing farmer organizations 
and cooperatives to buy imported rice ei- 
ther for commercial reselling or personal 
ше. 

Navarro said Ifad aims to develop the 
entrepreneurial skills and marketing po- 
tentials of farmers. 

Eighteen farm organizations in Occi- 


dental Mindoro recently sold 57,141 
bags of imported rice allocated to them 
under the ай, The farmers generated 
some P3 million in the process. 

‘The volume allocation under Ifad is 
prorated per region. 

Seventy percent of the allowed volume 
for a region would be based on its har- 
vested palay with reference to the nation- 
al harvested area in the last two years. 

The 30-percent balance would be 


based on the МЕХ regional palay pro- 
curement in relation to total palay pro- 
duction during the same period, 

‘The NEA will also make use of local rice 
varieties and make these available for re- 
selling, if necessary, to assure stable supply. 

However, Navarro said, only NFA-ac- 
credited farm organizations and cooper- 
atives, as well as holders of NFA master. 
passbook, are qualified to participate in 
thelfad. 


DA plans to put up food 
terminals in ecozones 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture is putting up barangay food 
terminals this year in four of the 
country's economic zones. 

‘The plan, which is in line with 
the departments advocacy to 
widen the people's access to basic 
food items, is expected to benefit 
some 35,000 workers. 

Food terminals are going to be 
put up at the First Cavite Industri 
al Estate, Clark Special Economic. 
Zone, Cavite Export Processing 
Zone and е Laguna 
Technopark, according to agricul- 
ture officials. 

For 2007, the DA is targeting а 
total of two million beneficiaries 
from the 42 terminals it would be 
setting up in various parts of the 
country 

Food terminals were estab- 
lished to directly link farm pro- 
ducers to wet markets, thus elimi- 
nating unnecessary trading layers 
that tend to jack up prices of agri- 
cultural produce and cut the ac- 
tual profit of small farmers and 
fisherfolk. 

‘Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
С. Yap said the 14 operational 
food terminals located in Quezon 
City, Manila, Taguig, Pasay, 
Caloocan, Navotas and Bulacan 
benefit more than 343,000 fami- 
lies. 

These families, he said, now 
have access to basic food items 
like rice, fish and meat, which are 
sold 10 percent cheaper than 


those retailed at regular outlets. 

‘The DA yesterday opened an- 
other constimer-friendly food ter- 
minal in Barangay Holy Spirit, 
Quezon City. 

“The DA has been putting up 
these BFTS in sync with its five- 
point program for Philippine 
agriculture,” Yap said. 

‘The program, he said, "is de- 
signed to provide consumers with 
cheaper but good quality farm 
and fishery products." 

‘Yap added that the DA plans to 
set up nine terminals in Metro 
Manila by December this year to 
add to the existing 11 food termi- 
nals in the capital region. 

"The additional terminals are 
expected to benefit some 
495,000 families. 

“All our efforts to increase pro- 
duction of farm and fishery prod- 
ucts would be useless if food 
prices remain high and unafford- 
able, and farmers and fishers do 
not earn enough profits from 
their labor he said. 

Regional terminals are also 
lined up in 28 areas across the 
country, and are expected to ben- 
efit 61,144 families or more than 
300,000 people. 

Food terminals are partly fund- 
ed by the Japan Grant Assistance 
for Underprivileged Farmers, also 
known as the 2KR (Kennedy 
Round) grant, which is meant to 
benefit Filipino farmers living be 
low the poverty line. Amy R. Remo 
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their balance. 

Оп hindsight, Tetangco says 
that the 1997 crisis—while hav- 
ing been critical—was less severe 
than the debt moratorium crisis 
that the country experienced in 
the early 1980s. 

“In 1997, our reserves were 
merely declining,” he said. “But 
in the 1980s, we had virtually no 
reserves,” 

‘The experience of the 1980s al- 
so proved to be useful a decade 
later, since prudential standards 
were imposed on the financial 
system that prevented banks 
from overextending themselves 
to particular businesses like the 
property sector, In Thailand and 
Indonesia, lack of similar limits 
pushed even the biggest financial 
institutions into bankruptcy. 

Nonetheless, Tetangco does 
not downplay the severity of the 
1997 crisis. 


Defend or devalue 

Xnowing the adverse impact of 
sudden currency devaluations on 
the private sector a decade ago, 
Asian central banks at first tried 
to intervene to defend their re- 
spective currencies, but found it 
futile at the end ofthe day. 

Thailand—where the turmoil 
started—allowed the baht to de- 
preciate in the first week of July, 
followed by the Philippines and 
Indonesia on July 11, 1997. 

Gabriel Singson, who was gov- 
emor of the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas at that time, remembers 
how the turmoil spilled over to 
the country. 

He recalls that that the local 
monetary authority was already a 
net seller of dollars when the cri- 
sis erupted. With dollar reserves 
thinning, a decision was made to 
devalue the local currency. 

The biggest dilemma was the 
extent of monetary tightening 
needed to quell speculative at- 
tacks against the currency. At that 
time, the BSP took the bitter pill 
of raising its overnight borrowing 
rates to as high as 32 percent to 
attract banks back to peso assets. 

‘At the time the BSP resorted to 
tightening measures, the local cur- 
rency stabilized at 29.to $1. But 
when the currency started to depre- 
ciate again to close to 40 to a dollar 
in December 1997—on thin vol- 
‘umes—Singson had to seek the help. 
of the banking community in pro- 
viding foreign exchange liquidity. 

US dollar supply had turned 


scarce then. Dollar earners were 
delaying the conversion of their 
greenback in anticipation of better 
rates, while enterprises in need of 
foreign exchange whether for im- 
portation or debt servicing were 
advancing their requirements. 


Crisis of confidence 

Meanwhile, things were much 
‘worse at the equities market where 
investors’ massive losses virtually 
snuffed out the govemments vi- 
sion of transforming the country 
into a tiger economy by 2000. 

The local market had to con- 
tend with its own fears of a local 
property glut and declining cor- 
porate income. The plunge in 
share prices of property giants 
Empire East Land Holdings Inc. 
and Megaworld Properties and 
Holdings Inc. at that time created 
more panic, the Philippine Stock 
Exchange (PSE) said in its 1997 
annual review. 

It didn't help either that anoth- 
er company, Victorias Milling 
Corp., was in the middle of finan- 
cial woes, which drove investors 
away from banking stocks that 
had significant exposures to the 
firm and others like it. 

Iwas no surprise therefore that 
after hitting record highs early in 
1997, the PSE index tumbled 41 
percent to 1,869.23. Market capi- 
talization, which had enjoyed six 
years of continuous growth, fell 
back under the weight of the 
Asian contagion, wiping out an 
average 41 percent ofthe value of 
listed firms at the end of 1997 
from end-1996 levels. 

‘Then PSE chair Wilson Sy re- 
members 1997 with a mix of 
cheerful and grim thoughts, say- 
ing that the stock market actually 
kicked off to new highs early in 
the year, 

“As PSE chair [in 1997], 1 re- 
member the day that we had 
champagne toasting on the trad- 
ing floor because we reached new 
highs for the PSE index and PSE 
volume {of shares traded],” he re- 
calls. “It was all downhill after 
that celebration, culminating in 
the Thailand crisis and the Asian 
contagion.” 

“It was the worst bear market in 
stock market history with most 
Philippine stocks losing 90 percent 
of their value and many listed com- 
panies becoming illiquid, if not in- 
solvent, afterwards,” Sy says. —. 

As humbling as 1997 was for 
many investors and companies, 
however, the worst was yet to 
come. (To be continued) 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Finance 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 
Customs District XIII 
Port of Subic 
SBFZ, Olongapo City 
Sly 2, 2007 


NOTICE OF SALE 

Pursuant to the provision for Section 2601 of the Tariff and Customs Code 
ofthe Philippines, as amended, in correlation with CAO 5-90 as implemented 
by СМО 5-2003 dated 17 March 2003, there will be a PUBLIC AUCTION 
(Sealed bidding) on July 18, 2007 (Wednesday) from 2:30 P.M. until 
terminated at Bldg. 303, Customs Clearance Area, Kalaklan Gate, Port of 
‘Subic, of the hereunder listed lots. For further inquiry/particulars, please сай 
the office of the District Collector at tel.no. (047) 252-3534 or the Office of the 
Auction and Cargo Disposal Unit with tel. по. (047) 252-4696. 
[Sale Lot No. 19-07 зева new AUDIT ] 
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i Advertisement 


Floor Price: Php 78,060.00... 
Sale Lot No 35.05. 
|Gonsignoo: FG 628 Trading Co.. 


list метала 1012 NSD 
na) Unt Used добр Pajero RHO 
| to tod 


| Color Dark Gray 
[Abandonment Proceeding No. 2006-02 | Chassis No 11499-3021038 
ап Advertisement | 


| "AS IS WHERE IS" 


Location: Warehouse 1012,80. _ 

(One (1) Unt Used Nissan Serena RHD 
1903 Мода! Color Gra 

Chassis No KVC23.022018. 


"AS IS WHERE IS" 


осме Warehouse 1012, нр 
Vere UR Ue unu MU RD 
[SS Modal ^ Calo Beck 

‘коз | asse o UCS 1787100680 


"AS IS WHERE IS" 


| Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 
| One (1) nt Used Toyota Lite Ace RHO 
| 1982 Model "^ Color Black Gray 
"2005-02 | Chassis No CR21-0171503 


"AS IS WHERE IS" 


Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD _ _ 
One (1) Unit Used Misubishi Dalia RHO” 
1901 Мода! ^^ Color. Gre 

200502 | Chassis No P3SW-0208692 


"AS IS WHERE IS* 


| Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 
‘One (1) Unk Used Toyota Lt Ace RHO 
1992 Мода >“ Свог Dark Gray 
2005-02 | Chassis No CR21-0189005. 


"AS 1S WHERE I5" 


Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD ____ 
| One (1) Unk Used Mitsubishi Darica RHO 
152 Model ^^ Color Green 
Chassis No P25w.0617275 


Floor Price: Php 7839640 . 
Salo Lot No. 36-05 

Consignes: FG 628 Trading Co. 
Abandonment Proceeding No. 
л Advertisement 


Floor Price: Php 94,471.20 
Salo Lot No. 37-05 
onsignen: FG 528 Tring co 
Abandonment Proceed No. 
‘ath Advertisement 


Floor Prica: Php 74,159.60 
Sale Lot No. 41-05 
Conalgnee: FG 828 Trading Со.. 
Abandonment Proceeding Ne. 
áin Advertsement 


Floor Price: Php 91,958.24 
Sale Lot No, 42-05. 
Consignee: FG 628 Trading Co.. 
‘Rbendonment Proceeding No. 
Ath Advertisement 


Floor rica: Php 83,140.08. 
Salo Lot No. 43-05 
Consignes: FG 828 Trading Co. 
Abandonment Proceeding. No. 
fh Advertisement 


Floor Price: Php (0137800. 
Sala Lot No, 45:05 
[Gonsignoo: FG 628 Trading Со. 
[Abandonment Proceeding No. 2005-02 
Ait Acverisemont 
“AS 1S WHERE 16" 
Floor Price: Php 88458.16 _ Location. Warehouse 1012, NSD. 
Salo Lot No. 4605 One (1) Unk Used Nissan Bongo RAD 
Consignes: Bayshore Gen. Máse. 1992 Mosel "^. Color Maroon 
Decree of Abandonment dated 7 Jan.05 |Chassis No. SSF8R-274754 
2nd Advertisement 
У AS IS WHERE IS" 
Floor Price: Php 106,078.40, „| Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 
Salo Lot No. 47-05 (One (1) Unit Used Mis. Delica RHO 
1992 Model "^. Color Blue and White 
Dacres of Abandonment dated 7 Jan.05 | Chassis Мо, P25W-03084428 


2nd Advortsement 
“AS IS WHERE IS" 


"Jan.05 | Chassis No. W8YD21-076782 


“АЗ IS WHERE IS" 
Location: Warshouse 1012, NSD- || 
— lere (f Unt Used Ssangyong Koranda Famil 


Floor Prica: Php 85,204.00 
‘Sole Lol No. 48-05 
Consignoe: Bayshore Gon. Mase, 
Decree of Abandonment dated 7 
and Advertisement 


Floor Pica: Pho 148,112.00 
[Sale Lot No. 49-05 
Consignae: Asialink Trading 
Docree of Abandonment dat 
(2nd Advertisement 
! "AS IS WHERE IS" 


poor Pise: Pho 71,471.08 locaton Warehouse 1012, NSD 
Sale Lot No 3008 {бле (fj Unt Used Ssangyong Koranda Fa 
Consignes: АИ Trading. К 


19992 Model." Color SivarBiue 
Decree of Abandonment dated 7 Jan.05 | Chassis No. KPARBSCPIPP 145988 
nd Adverisement | 


Џ 7AS IS WHEREIS" 


| Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 

+ One (1) Unt Used Misubishi Eclipse 
| 1988 Model "Color Red 
упот! dated 7 Jan.08 | Chassis No. D22A-0000408 


“AS ISWHERE IS" 


Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 
[One (1) Unt Used Audi 80.96 
1988 Model ‘Color. Silver 
Chassis No. WAUZZZB9UA347219 


"AS IS WHERE IS" 
Location: Warehouse 1012, NSD 
30х20 container Coramic Төз 

| Various sizes, designs and colos 
“AS IS WHERE IS* 
— }\оойол NSD Compound... 
| 10x20 contamer Ceramic Ties 
| Various sizes, designs and colors 
"AS IS WHERE IS 
| Location: NSD Compound 


One (1) lot Video Monitors (29° and 21 
Im 


Floor Prica: Php 71 471,68. 
Sale Lot No. 5705 
Consignes: Daeyong Trading 
Decree of Aban 


Consignoe: Daoyong Trading 
Decree of Abandonment dated 7 Jan.05 
nd Advertisement 


Ficor Price: Php 67,800.80 
Salo Lot No, 56.05 
" PCS Cargo Movers 
^7 October 2005 


Бом Pies Php 217,040. 
Sale Lot No. 57-05 
Consignee: PCS Cargo Movers 
DA datod 17 October 2005. 

2nd Advertisement 


Floor Price: Php 5738.216.96 
Sale Lot No. 03-07 
Consignes: Raiden 
(dnd Advertisement 

"AS IS WHERE IS" 


Floor Price: Php 122,603 20. 
‘Salo Lot No. 07-07 
2nd Advertisement 


d 
[re (1) lot Come Te Maker branded as 
|r (Made in lay) 


осей 


is NSD Compoun 


"AS IS WHERE IS* 


Location: NSD nd 
One (1) Unit Used Coronado Speed Boat 


1 "AS IS WHERE IS" 


Floor Price: Php 1.227,092.00_ 
Sale Lot No 10-07 
2nd Advertisement 


Floor Price: Php 282,797.80 8 
Sale Lot No. 11-07 
and Advertisement 


tion: NSD Compound __ al 
1) Unit Used Bius Tarsan Rampton 
oat 


ocat 

‘One 

Speec 
7AS IS WHERE IS" 

location: NSO Compound 

0 


1) Unit Used Duck Hams 
SSpoed Boat 


Floor Price: Php 423,7 

Salo Lot No. 1207 

2nd Advertisement 
ТАЗ IS WHERE IS" 


Floor Price: Php 318,290.80. 


Location: NSD Compound 


[rione Pron: Pnp 124 locaton: so 


(5g) Atty. MARIETTA D. ZAMORANOS 
Быша Collector 
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Secured and Guaranteed 
earnings for your $ 


350,000 to 
55,999 


3.63% 


$1,000 to 
$999 
3.50% 


510,000 to 
з 


1 month 3.50% 


100,000 
E up 


3.75% 


2 months| 3.50% | 3.63% | 3.75% 


3.88% 


З months | 3.63% | 3.75% | 3.75% | 


3.88% 


6 months| 3.75% | 3.88% | 3.88% 


4.00% 


3.88% 


12 months 8.00% | 4.13% | 


"Text PSBANK USTD «your name» elandlin n 
for Smart or 0917-8802327 for lobe and other networks. 


4.25% 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY-ENABLED 
service firms are pushing for the faster de- 
velopment of the domestic talent pool 
key element in the industry's plans to in- 
crease revenues to $7 billion, and the 
workforce to 500,000 by 2010. 

In yesterday's opening of the Call Center 
Conference & Expo 2007 at the Crowne 
Plaza Galleria Manila, industry experts 


Why did the 
rooster cross 
the street? 


Fer reservations, please ай (632) 75846270 1o 81 Fax (632) 1574282 
wenheclósuts am * 2168 Chino Races Are, Makati Су Philippines 


Might as well ask why guests come to 
Herald Suites. Answers could range from 
“truly warm service" to a simple 
“T like it there”. 

Whatever, we pride ourselves in making 
guests happy. АН the time. 


Herald Suites - The comforts of Home 


BB 


HERALD 
SUITES 


Where ['Х like to be 


agreed that the sector must strive for 
growth rates that would be greater than 
what could be observed so far. 

‘To do this, members of the Business Pro- 
cessing Association of the Philippines 
(B/PAP) and Contact Center Association of 
the Philippines—organizer and host of the 
forum cum exhibition—agreed to develop 
‘and push for an industry roadmap to 
achieve their goals over the next four 
years. 

“The roadmap is meant to enable out- 
source and offshore service providers, not 
only to sustain their businesses, but also to 
[enhance] their growth potential,” said 
B/PAP president Oscar В. Safiez. 

“The industry also needs to create new 
locations, other than Quezon City, Ala- 
bang, Eastwood, Makati and McKinley,” 
Sañez added. “We should' develop further 
alternative sites for our facilities like Iloilo, 
Tacloban and Cagayan de Oro." 

He also said that companies should work 
with the government to create the right 
business environment, especially one with 
tax incentives and similar come-ons. 

Rainerio Borja, director of the Contract 
Center Association of the Philippines, said 
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BPO roadmap seen to be crucial 


RP companies out to double global market share by 2010 


the industry needed to focus on enhancing 
the available talent pool of agents, as well 
as the management skills being used to 
push the sector toward the roadmap goals. 

However, Borja belied concerns that 
there was a skills "vacuum" or that the tal- 
ent pool was "drying up," saying that such 
views were “panicky.” 

Benedict Hernandez, vice president of 
eTelecare Global Solutions' Philippine op- 
erations, agreed, saying the industry has 
had sustained growth in the past few years 
using the available workforce. 

"The challenge is how to expand on the 
growth rate we have been able to achieve 
so fat,” Hernandez said. 

B/PAP data show that, at current “as-is” 
potentials, the industry can grow to $6 bil- 
lion in revenue by 2010. 

But Safiez said that if the industry 
worked harder, the domestic industry's 
current global market share of 5 percent 
could double in four years, growing at a 
compound annual rate of 40 percent. 

This breakthrough growth means the 
creation of 340,000 new jobs, on top of the 
current 200,000 industry workforce, he ex- 
plained. 


Small firms must comply 
with mine law, DENR says 


By Amy В. Remo 
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PRINT MORE. 


PAY LESS. 


BUY AN HP LASERJET 1020 AND GET YOUR 


NEXT TONER FOR HALF THE PRICE. 


PRINTER 


The HP LaserJet 1020 is an affordable laser 


printer for the costconscious office. It delivers 
high-quality laser printing in a compact size, 
and at a price any business can afford. 

So get the HP LaserJet 1020 now and find 
out how affordable it is to enjoy reliable laser 
printing with a 50% off on your next black 


-2MB RAM 


toner when you purchase an HP LaserJet 1020 
from June 01 to July 31, 2007. 


Promotion Mechanics: 


See promo stickers from specially marked HP Laserjet 1020 
Printers. To claim the 50% rebate on your next toner, just present 
completed discount voucher and proof of purchase to participating 
dealers. Redemption has been extended until September 30, 2007. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


on their investments. 


ed 6.412 percent. 


reau of the Treasury. 


‘According to Tan, it isall right for 
the govemment to borrow at a 
higher rate, so long as the new rate 
reflects what is happening in the 


secondary market. 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON- 
ment and Natural Resources said 
that even small-scale mining oper- 
ations are not excused from com- 
plying with the environmental, 
safety and health, and social provi- 
sions of the Mining Act of 1995. 

Environment Secretary Angelo 
Т. Reyes issued the statement as 
he announced the issuance of the 
guidelines 
should "finally put to rest all is- 

and misconceptions on 
small-scale mining operations." 

"We want to ensure that, in any 
case, our people would benefit 
from the extraction of our miner- 
als whether through small, medi- 

large-scale operation, 
while their health and safety are 
taken care of, and our environ- 
‘ment protected,” said Reyes. 

Reyes issued the guidelines last 
week to all concerned officials 
and offices to implement another 

Decree No. 
1899, which establishes small- 
scale mining as a new dimension 
in mineral development. 

Reyes said small-scale miners 
are now required to secure envi- 
compliance certifi- 
cates from regional offices of the 
DENR's Environmental Manage- 
ment Bureau, and submit a po- 
tential environmental impact re- 


Reyes also emphasized the def- 


RATE FOR THE FOURYEAR 
‘Treasury bonds rose by nearly half 
a percentage point yesterday as the 
government accepted bids of banks 
who sought higher risk premium 


‘The new rate for the four-year 
bonds hit 6.965 percent in yester- 
day's auction, rising by 46.5 basis 
points from the previously record- 


‘The government accepted P7 
billion worth of bids, raising its en- 
tire borrowing requirement for yes- 
terday's auction. "Total amount of 
bids reached P13.773 billion. 

Finance Undersecretary Roberto 
Tan, who is also acting national 
treasurer, told reporters that al- 
though banks tried to push interest 
rates higher, the increase they 
sought were reasonable. 

"The new interest rate is just go- 
ing along (secondary) market trad- 
ing levels, that is why we accepted 
their bids,” Tan said in a press brief- 
ing after the auction held at the Bu- 


inition of small-scale mining to 
protect the government from un- 
scrupulous entities that pose as 
small-scale miners while, in fact, 
conducting large-scale mining 
operations. 

In terms of production, Reyes 
said the maximum annual pro- 
duction allowed for metallic min- 
erals shall be 50,000 dry metric 
tons of“ore, not the metal itself.” 

For nonmetallic minerals, the 
allowed maximum annual pro- 
duction is 50,000 dry metric tons 
of the material itself 

In terms of area, mining permit 
holders and contractors are only 
allowed a maximum of 20 hectares 
per permit or contract area. 

"The DENR would be very strict 
оп these provisions, along with 
environmental requirements,” 
Reyes warned. “Only applications 
with ECC conforming to the laws? 
provisions shall be allowed to 
mine on a small-scale basis. Indis- 
criminate small-scale mining op- 
eration must be stopped.” 

Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
records show that of the P68.4 
billion gross production value in 
mining in 2006, over P28.1 bil- 
lion or about 41 percent came 
from small-scale gold mining 
alone. 

It is estimated that there are 
over 2,000 approved small-scale 
mining permits all over the coun- 
try, involving 200,000 people in- 
cluding miners and their families. 


that 


Banks push up 4-year 
T-bond rate to 6.965% 


The acting treasurer explained 
that the increase in interest rate for 
govemment securities was partly 
due to the availability of alternative 
investments that are deemed virtu- 
ally risk-free. 

"Tan was referring to the special 
depository account offered by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to the 
trust departments of banks and to 
govemmentowned and -con- 
trolled corporations (GOCCs). 

The interest rates offered by the 
central bank to GOCCs were made 
higher than rates on government 
securities of comparable tenors. 

Meanwhile, monetary authori- 
ties decided to allow trust depart- 
ments of banks to directly deposit 
to the central bank, Instead of fo- 
cusing their investments in gov- 
ernment securities, trust depart- 
ments of banks have since been 
allocating a significant portion of 
investable funds for deposit to 
the BSE 

The BSP decided to accept direct 
deposits from trust departments of 
banks and encourage GOCCs to 
park more of their funds with the 
BSP in order to siphon off excess 
liquidity in the system that could 
accelerate inflation in the future. 

‘The BSP implemented the mea- 
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car insurance 
troubles 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


AN SOMEONE ACTUALLY 
carry out fictitious insur- 
ance claims from your car 

registration and insurance policy 
copies? Should you keep copies of 
your car registration and insurance 
policies in your car? Does your car 
insurance policy cover natural dis- 
asters and other “acts of God”? 

‘They say being a responsible driver doesn’t 
only entail knowing how to drive and being 
able to read and follow road signs. Its also 
about taking care of the paperwork needed to 
secure yourself, your car and others even be- 
fore unwanted events occur. Here are 10 im- 
portant points to consider as you answer the 
questions raised above. 

‘Ask your car insurance provider 
what exactly your comprehensive in- 
surance coverage includes, and what 

you specifically need. Comprehensive insur- 
ance doesn't necessarily cover "Acts of God" 
(AOG is the term used for floods, typhoons, 
lightning, or even freak accidents such as bill 
boards falling on your car) 

Damages to your car caused by mob riots 
during rallies or damages caused by acts of 
terrorism are also not included, Gregorio М. 
Poblador, president of Direct Link insurance, 
stresses that AOG and these other causes sep- 
arate from what are stated in the standard 
motor car policies can add to your premium 
rates. Maybe, if you happen to livein the Men- 
diola area, or you pass by Edsa every day, does 
adding “riots” and “falling billboards” to your 
coverage be worth the extra cost? 

Invest time and effort to research on 

prospective car insurance companies 

that are reputable. Use the Internet, ask 

your motorist associates, сай up insurance com- 

panies. The best protection you can give to 

yourself and your car is a good car insurance 

policy and not just deterrent devices that would 

take you minutes to install while youre alone in 
a parking lot, Poblador says. 

LTO traffic safety division chief Daisy P. Ja- 


Subaru marks first year in RP 


MOTOR IMAGE PILIPINAS, THE EXCLUSIVE 
distributor of Subaru vehicles in Southeast 
Asia, is marking its first year of operation in 
the Philippines by offering special financing 
package deals to all new Subaru customers. 
Current Subaru owners are also in for a treat 
with the special discounts that will be offered 
for both parts and service throughout the 
month of July. 

‘After opening business in the country last. 
year, Motor Image has established the Philip- 
pines as one of the stronger Subaru markets 
in the region with its strong performance in 
vehicle sales, part and service. 


Remarkable reception 

Since last year, Motor Image has enjoyed its 
return to the Philippine automotive scene 
with the market's remarkable reception to its 
models—the compact sport utility Forester, 
the executive sedan Legacy 20R, the 
crossover Outback 3.0R and the highly ac- 
claimed sports sedans Impreza WRX and STI. 

Customers have since been all praises with 
the exceptional performance generated by its 
standard boxer engine and all-wheel-drive 
configuration found in all Subaru vehicles. It 
is no wonder then that Subaru has been the 
recipient of different awards for the past year 

Recently, the Forester 2.5 XT has been 


MAKE sure you're in 
control of even the 
unpredictable by 
knowing your policy 
inside and out. 
STANOARD INSURANCE 


Beinga 
responsible 
driver is 
also about 
taking care 
of the 
paperwork 
needed to 
secure 
yourself, 
your car 
and others 
even 
before 
unwanted 
events 
occur. 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


= 


сођо suggests that you can also include the 
Land Transportation Office for real-time veri- 
fication, specifically for insurance concerning 
comprehensive third party liabilities, 

There have been actual cases of oth- 
er parties filing fictitious claims 
against an unwitting car insurance 

policy owner, and they had even filed for 
bodily injury or death claims using the 
owner's coverage. That's "identity theft" for 
your car insurance, and syndicates can pro- 
cess claims on the basis of a mere photocopy 
of the policy alone. With the right informa- 
tion, syndicates can produce a death affidavit 
purportedly from you stating that you ran 
over a pedestrian, 

So, should you leave your registration copy 
and insurance policy paper in your car? Dur- 
ing maintenance checks or if leaving your car 
unattended for a long time, keep the copy of 
your car registration and insurance policy in 
hard-to-find spots in your car, or better yet, al- 
ways keep them in your person. Idena Enfes- 
tan, Standard Insurance company’s head of 
policy servicing group, says that as you keep 
these documents inside your bag, itis impor- 
tant that you return these to your car once 
you're back and driving again. 

In multiple vehicle collision cases, 
and proven that the motorist at the 
rearmost is the party at fault, he or 

she (or his or her insurance) should be li- 
able for all the damages of the vehicles in- 
volved, Poblador says, citing “proximate 
cause." Enfestan describes this as rights of re- 
covery against the ultimate party at fault. She 
adds that the party at fault could be deter- 
mined through police investigation and state- 
ments of the parties involved, 

Enfestan says, however, that the vehicle 
from the rear is not always at fault, but the 
party who first inflicts the damage or the colli 
sion. “But in most cases, on a one-lane road 
the one who bumps from behind causes а 
chain collision to the other vehicles ahead,” 
she says. 


Always bring a camera in your car. It 

will facilitate traffic accident report- 

ng, which is needed to claim dam- 

ages. A simple alteration in an accident inves- 

tigator’s sketch could change the facts and 

make you the offender instead of the ag- 
grieved party, Poblador says. 

Know the authorized repair limit of 

your car's policy. And during car re- 

pairs, demand the shops to show you 

the brand-new parts that will be replaced 

‘There are cases when persons from the claims 
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department and the repair shops connive to 
your disadvantage, Poblador says. 

It is the duty of your car insurance 
company to recover the expenses 
from the offending party's insurance 

company. It must pursue a recovery case 
from the offending party's insurance. i 

Tn times when both parties agree to 
exchange calling cards, they should 
ask each other to put in writing the i 

cident and agree on who was at fault and 
that the party at fault would be willing to ве. 
tle the damages of the aggrieved party. Take 
note of the insurance policy document and reg- 
istration of the offending party and have him or. 
her sign, Poblador reminds motorists. р 

‘Ask your car insurance company if it 
has a “no-claims bonus" discount; 
Poblador says that Direct Link, for in- 

stance, increases its premium coverage for. 
policy owners showing a clean record during: 
renewal, “If all car insurance companies 
‘would do this, all drivers and owners (would 
be motivated) to drive safely and become de- 
fensive drivers," Poblador says. p 

Check the records of the car 

before you buy it. The LTO file: 

could reveal the history and 
previous ownership. Jacobo confirms, that 
there's a records section to verify this. 

Poblador warns motorists that there are par 

ties who gain possession of ear wrecks, use thein 
body number and engine block, and transfert 
these to a stolen but brand-new car. He cites а 
case involving a spurious deed of sale from the 
first owner indicating а sale amount of P1 mil 
lion, which suddenly depreciated to P300,000 
in the second deed of sale, and then being sold 
to another for P700,000. 
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judged as the best entry-level SUV while the 
‘Outback 3.0R was recognized as the best lux- 
шу SUV by the Car Awards Group Inc. (Сав) 
Viewers of the popular TV motoring show 
“Auto Focus" have voted the Impreza WRX as 
the People’s Choice Sports Car of the Year. 


Special value package deals 

‘Motor Image is now offering special value 
package deals for all customers in July for the 
Forester, Legacy, Impreza WRX and Outback 
models, Special discounts ranging from 
P30,000 up to P100,000 are available on se- 
lect models for all cash buyers. Buyers can al- 
so choose the special financing packages that 
offer zero-interest plans, low monthly amorti- 
zation schemes and low down-payment deals 
in cooperation with the country’s leading fi- 
nancial institutions such as BPI, Philam, PS- 
Bank and BDO. 

‘All current Subaru customers will also be 
treated by Motor Image to a special service 
campaign where they can avail of special dis- 
counts on parts, accessories and labor 
charges. For the whole month of July, all Sub- 
aru owners can take advantage of the 15 per- 
cent discount on all parts and accessories, 

What's more, Motor Image and its team of 
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for FREE for as long as you own the vehicle. 
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Eclipse: bolder or just older? 


REVIEWING THÉ 2007 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE 
маз supposed to be easy. 

Ok, you have a two-door coupé complete 
with sheet metal done in summer sci-fi block- 
buster fashion. Then there's an engine that’s 
massive for the Philippine market. Once seated 
inside, the driver and passenger sit low in the 
cabin, blanketed by all sorts of sport-themed 
leather, polymer and fabric. This is a car that 
makes one want to take on the open road, hand 
the tarmac a beating and drive off into the sun- 
set pleasantly satisfied by the experience. 

АН the initial cues seem to point in exactly 
one direction, a single assessment of sorts. On 
paper and merely standing still, the Eclipse 
screams all out speed. This car couldn't be any- 
thing but a great driving package. Agree, ladies 
and gentlemen? You do? Great! Column ends 
here, see you next week. 

if only things were that simple, Rather than 
provide clear-cut answers, the time spent tool- 
ing about in the current model Mitsubishi 
Eclipse has actually raised more questions, with 
a single query undoubtedly the most important. 
What is the point of this car anyway? Then there 
are the other lingering questions. Is it a true per- 
formance driving tool or a posh cruiser posing 
the part? Does the car drive as dramatically as it 
looks? 


Very different 
Those who remember the first two genera- 


tion Eclipse's (1990-1994, 1995-1999) will find 
the current fourth generation a very different 


MY DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


animal. Gone ate the variants of the signature 
turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine, the 
iconic 4663 powerplant of Evolution fame. The 
third generation Eclipse (2000 -2005) was the 
first to break the forced induction trend with a 
3.0-liter Уб and the current model is a confir- 
mation that Mitsubishi's flagship coupé is stick- 
ing to sheer naturally aspirated displacement as 
its means achieving engine power. 

The 3.8-liter Mivec V6 is the single most im- 
portant feature of this car, defining it for all in- 
tents and purposes. Two hundred and seventy 
horses along with 360 Nm of torque assure that 
this member of the diamond star stable has suf- 
ficient amounts of pull and kick in the trousers 
acceleration. Make the mistake of giving the car 
even slightly too much throttle and all hell 
breaks loose. 

Torque steer is ludicrous in this car, even with 
the traction control on; the vehicle tends to pull 
to the right every time your right foot meets the 
floor pan, complete with dramatic tire squeal 
Great if you are prone to juvenile chapters of 
automotive histrionics but really difficult when 
oneistrying to drive with a certain amount of fi 
nesse. 


2007 Volvo XC90 rated top 
safety pick by US agency 


‘THE VOLVO SUV WAS AMONG 13 VEHICLES 
earning Top Safety Pick awards for 2007 an- 
nounced by the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety. This award recognizes vehicles that do 
the best job of protecting people in front, side 
and rear crashes based on ratings in ПН tests. 

“Our crash tests cover the most common kinds 
of real-world collisions,” says Institute president 
Adrian Lund, “Designating Top Safety Pick win- 
ners based on the tests makes it easier for con- 
sumers to identify vehicles that afford the Безе 
overall protection without sifting through multiple 
sets of comparative test results," ће adds. 

A new requirement for 2007 is that the winning 
vehicles must offer electronic stability control, ог 
ESC. This addition is based on Institute research 
indicating that ESC significantly reduces crash 
risk, especially the risk of fatal single-vehicle 
crashes, by helping drivers maintain control of 
theirvehicles during emergency maneuvers. 


Industry first. 

Tris notable that the Volvo XC90's Roll Stabili- 
ty Control (RSC) was an industry first. 

“Integrated safety technology has set the 
XC90 apart since its introduction, and it’s part of 
Volvo DNA to focus of real-world safety,” says 
Anne Bélec, president and CEO, Volvo Cars of 
North America. "An award like this validates Vol- 
yo's commitment, and explains why customers 
have made the XC90 the best-selling European 
SUV in the United States,” she stresses. 

Тһе IHS rates vehicles good, acceptable, 
‘marginal, or poor based on performance in high- 


RIC Silver driving 


speed front and side crash tests plus evaluations 
of seat/head restraints for protection against 
neck injuries in rear impacts. The first require- 
ment for a vehicle to become a Top Safety Pick is 
to earn good ratings in all three Institute tests. 
The Volvo XC90 achieved "Good" in each of the 
three crash tests. 

SUVs weren't eligible to win in 2006 because 
the Institute hadn't evaluated the side crashwor- 
thiness of many of them. Now more SUVs have 
been rated, and 2007 winners reflect the safety 
improvements manufacturers have been mak- 
ing to these vehicles. 


Criteria for selection 
‘The criteria for selecting winners included: 


More for comfort 

With a ride sprung more for comfort and 
touring, driving this coupé can get more than a 
little interesting. Taking the Eclipse through a 
series of turns is an exercise in patience and 
throttle control. 

‘Being front-wheel-drive and endowed with so 
much power and torque, most cornering situa- 
tions will ask that your foot be merely feathering 
the throttle or off the gas pedal entirely. Though 
this will feel excruciatingly slow it allows one to 
combat the terminal under steer that comes with 
the car. "Better to come into а comer slow and 
smooth rather than not come out at all” is a front- 
"wheel drivers mantra—but this is nothing short 
ofa Commandment in the Eclipse. 


Headturner 

The verdict is simple. Gone is the sport com- 
pact driving tool. In its place is a car with a split 
personality of sorts. Visually, one cannot go 
"wrong with the strong, themed lines. Whether 
people agree with or dislike the way it looks; 
one thing is for sure the Eclipse will, beyond any 
sort of doubt, turn heads. 

Vehicle dynamics wise, the edge is gone. We 
get a softer, more refined coupé that is as com- 
fortable and easy on the driver's back, a sure 
sign of compromise. Finally, let us not forget the 
awesome powerplant. The engine is pure hooli- 
gan, allowing those who choose an Eclipse to 
hang on to their adolescence with enthusiastic 
stabs at the gas pedal. Again, mind the torque 
steer please. 


XC90 AND $40 crash test. 


‘The Institute's frontal crashworthiness evalua- 
tions are based on results of frontal offset crash. 
tests at 40 mph. Each vehicle's overall evalua- 
tion is based on measurements of intrusion into 
ihe occupant compartment, injury measures 
from a Hybrid IIl dummy in the driver seat, and 
analysis of slow-motion film to assess how well 
the restraint system controlled dummy move- 
ment during the test. 

Each vehicles overall side evaluation is based 
‘on performance in a crash test in which the side of 
the vehicle is struck by a barrier moving at 31 mph 
that represents the front end of a pickup or SUV. 
Ratings reflect injury measures recorded on two 
instrumentequipped dummies, assessment of 
head protection countermeasures, and the vehi- 
Чез structural performance during the impact. 

Injury measures obtained from the two dum- 
mies, one in the driver seat and the other in the 
back seat behind the driver, are used to deter- 
mine the likelihood that a driver and/or passen- 
ger in a real-world crash would have sustained 
Serious injury. The movements and contacts of 
the dummies’ heads during the crash also are 
evaluated. Structural performance is based on 
measurements indicating the amount of B-pillar 
intrusion into the occupant compartment. 


Mitsubishi 


Conclusion 


AMONG  MITSUBISHIS ALLNEW 2007 
sport utility vehicles, the Pajero remains the. 
only true 4х4 machine as it has all the off-road 
essentials: low-range gearing, high-articula- 
tion suspension, body/mechanical protection 
and overall durability. Displayed by Mit- 
subishi Motors as a concept car at the 1973 
‘Tokyo Motor Show, the Pajero was launched 
on the market in 1982. 

То establish its credentials as a true 4WD, 
the Pajero entered the tough 8,966-km, two- 
week-long Paris-Dakar off-road rally race and 
won after three forays. Since then, the Pajero 
has conquered the legendary Dakar with 12 
victories including seven straight from 2001 
until 2007. Small wonder that 2.5 million 
production units of the Pajero have been sold 
"worldwide so far 

In this country, however, the Pajero is тоге 
widely known asa status symbol and favorite. 
target of carjackers than as a genuine all-ter- 
rain vehicle capable of serious off-roading like 
the Toyota Land Cruiser and Nissan Patrol. 
{All the other SUVs from Japan are consid. 
ered “soft utility vehicles” by some hard-core 
4WD believers.) 


Stronger 

Imported CBU from Japan, the fourth gen- 
eration Pajero is built on a lighter but stronger 
monocoque chassis. It sports a new front 
grille with two horizontal chrome strips lodg- 
ing the triangular Mitsubishi badge, new HID 
headlamps, an aluminum hood and new 6- 
spoke 17-inch alloy wheels. The spare tire, 
encased in a carrier with built-in rear fog 
lamp, has been moved to the center of the 
rear door and lowered to help improve visibil- 
ity. Viewed from the side, the ‘07 Pajero re- 
minded me of the Nissan Patrol because of its 
long, somewhat boxy structure. 

Inside, a multi-information display moni 
tor occupies the center of the all-black dash- 
board with wood and silver accents. The 
steering wheel has integrated audio remote 
and cruise control switches, but it adjusts only 
for rake, not reach. The audio system, a single 
in-dash CD/MP3 tuner with digital sound 
processor, equalizer and 6 speakers, is not ав 
fancy as the Outlander's 6-in-dash CD/MP3, 


€ 
XC90 CRASH test. 


2-step procedure 

Rear crash protection is rated according to a 
two-step procedure. Starting points for the rat- 
ings are measurements of head restraint geome- 
try—the height of a restraint and its horizontal 
distance behind the back of the head of an aver- 
age-size man. Seats with good or acceptable re- 
straint geometry are tested dynamically using a 
dummy that measures forces on the neck. This 
test simulates a collision in which а stationary 
vehicle is struck in the rear at 20 mph. Seats 
without good or acceptable geometry are rated 
poor overall because they can't be positioned to 
protect many people. 

Tn Manila, Viking Cars Inc. is the official distrib- 
utor of Volvo cars. The Volvo Makati office, show- 
room and Aftersales Service Center are located at 
2272 Chino Roces Avenue, Макан City while Vol- 
vo Ortigas Center is located at 88 ADB Avenue, Or- 
tigas Center, Pasig City. Volvo Cebu is located on 
AS. Fortuna Street, Banilad, Mandaue City. 

"The 2007 Volvo automobile line includes the 
compact albnew 540 and V50 Sportswagon, 
sporty $60, the flagship 580 luxury sedan, the 
Tugged XC70 Cross Country and the award-win- 
ning XC90 AWD. 
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‘THE THIRD row seat 
of the 2007 Pajero is 
for kids only. 


ential lock and M-ASTC (Mitsubishi Active 
Stability Traction Control). The high-tech off- 
road hardware allows you to shift from 2WD 


to 4WD without stopping so that when the go- 


THE32DKD 
common rail diesel 
engine of the 2007 
Pajero 


ing gets rocky or slippery, you can easily shift 
to 4H, the standard full-time 4WD mode, and 
continue driving at highway cruising speeds. 
Or tiptoe down hillsides with full control and 


confidence. 


ta tests environment-friendly 
Prius on local roads 


ted pollution and maximize fuel effi- 
ciency. 


Combination 

The Prius is powered by a combina- 
tion of electric and conventional inter- 
nal combustion engines. Bither the еп: 
gine or the battery or both can power 
the vehicle, depending on conditions. 
This feature gives the vehicle the ac- 
celeration and power of a standard 
automobile, which has a larger gaso- 
line-burning engine. 

The Toyota Prius has an on-board 
computer that ensures its engine runs 
under the most efficient conditions. 


The Prius is one of the first mass- 
produced hybrid electric vehicles in 
the world. The vehicle, which first 
went on sale in Japan in 1997, has 
won numerous awards in Europe, 
Japan and North America for its state 
of-the-art automotive technology. 


Local road conditions 

Units of the Prius were recently 
brought to the Philippines so that the 
cars can be tested under local road 
and traffic conditions. Prominent per- 
sonalities from the government, busi- 
ness community, media and entertain- 
ment industry were tapped to test- 
drive the Prius and give feedback re- 
garding its performance and features. 

The ongoing road tests of the Prius 
have so far generated positive feedback 
‘Toyota's hybrid car was commended for 
its reduced fuel.consumption technolo- 
gy and its capability to reduce pollution 
emitted to the environment. 

Hybrid cars such as the Toyota Prius 
have a significant impact on the envi- 
ronment. These vehicles have been 
proven to reduce air pollution emis- 
sions by reducing fuel consumption. 
Driving tests indicate that total air 
pollution of carbon monoxide are sig- 
nificantly cleaner for hybrid cars com- 
pared to conventional vehicles. 


COROLLA 


007 Endeavor is Mitsubishi's 
‘midsized SUV. 


"That the Pajero is primarily a 4WD beast 
does not mean that it rides rough on tarmac. 
‘The DI-D Pajero I test-drove provided firm, al- 
most sedan-like riding comfort (at least in the 
front seats), minimal NVH and surprising ma 
neuverability in urban traffic. 


6 airbags 

Aside from М-АЗТС, the Pajero has six 
airbags, ABS with EBD and disc brakes on all 
four wheels. This shows how Mitsubishi Mo- 
tors has raised the bar for standard safety 
equipment in SUVs. The 4-wheel indepen- 
dent suspension with coil springs and stabiliz 
er bars plus the monocoque body translate in- 
to increased wheel travel for added stability 
and traction. 

What impressed me most about the DI-D 
Pajero—its off-road prowess being а giv- 
en—was its on-road fuel efficiency despite its 
size and heft. After receiving it with a fulltank 
(88 liters) of diesel, 1 drove it for two days be- 
fore taking it to Alfonso, Cavite and back with 
a full load of passengers. Yet the fuel gauge's 
needle did not even touch the one-fourth tank 
mark. 

Remember the genie who appeared in a 
dream I had, offering to lend me Mitsubishi's 
all-new SUVs—the Outlander, the Endeavor 
and the Pajero—so I could take my pick? He 
reappeared to retrieve the Pajero and asked 
me if had decided which of the three I want- 
ed, “Yes!” I replied, but before I could tell him. 
he disappeared ina puff of smoke. 
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New fuel additive ... 


From page B2-4 


hancing additive for both gaso- 
lineand diesel engines. 


Tested 

“More importantly, Ultimate 
МЕ? has been tested in a recog- 
nized independent laboratory 
that employed the United States 
Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy testing protocol,” he shared. 

The California-based company, 
Automotive Development and 
"Testing Services, did the tests. 

O'Neill said that in the aspect 
of fuel economy, the Ultimate 
ME2 delivered а 13 percent in- 
crease in mileage to gasoline- 
powered vehicles tested and a'16 
percent increase to a diesel-pow- 
ered counterparts. 

On the aspect of EPA's emission 
tests, the product when mixed in- 
to fuel, was shown to reduce hy- 
drocarbon emissions by 7 per- 
cent, carbon monoxide by 33 per- 
cent, and oxides of nitrogen emis- 
sions by 44 percent. 

O'Neill also informed that the 
Philippines’ Department of Ener- 
gy in May last year did a compar- 
ativerun that used the product on 
several passenger and light-duty 
vehicles (gasoline- and diesel- 
powered in either automatic or 
manual transmission). 

From these tests, all the vehi- 
cles that later used the fuel addi- 


tive delivered improved fuel-effi- 
ciency rating, sustaining the 
product's claims. 


Formulation 

The Ultimate ME2, O'Neill said, 
is made up of a formulation similar 
to the hydrocarbons found їп fuel 
that company scientist Dennis Le- 
ung developed in 1996. 

“His formulation breaks down 
fuel molecules into much finer 
particles. This results in uniform. 
and complete combustion of the 
fuel, thus giving the engine 
smoother performance, cleaner 
emissions and better fuel econo- 
my,” O'Neill explained. 

He also informed that EYI In- 
ternational has partnered with 
marketing firm Orientrends Inc. 
to be its exclusive marketer of the 
product here in the Philippines, 

"7 believe this product will have 
а great future here considering 
that the Philippines Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources is aiming to lower Metro 
Manila's (where most of the coun- 
пуз vehicles are concentrated) 
present level of total suspended 
particles 20 percent annually until 
2010 in order to reach the accept- 
able standard of 90 micrograms 
per normal cubic meters (Metro 
Manila's 2005 level is already 
13511 micrograms/NCM),” 
O'Neill concluded. 


Subaru marks . . . 


From page В2-1 
highly trained service technicians 
are giving their customers 50 per- 
cent off the usual labor charges. 
These are just part of Motor Im- 
age's expression of gratitude to 
all Subaru owners who have com- 
mitted their trust to the company. 
Motor Image will continue to 
surprise its fans and enthusiasts 


with а host of new offerings for 
the rest of the year reaffirming its 
long-term commitment to all its 
customers and Subaru owners by 
offering them the latest models, 
the immediate availability of ge 
uine Subaru parts and the service 
of world-class Subaru tech 
cians. * 


OTHER PEOPLE HIS AGE WOULD 
have migrated to the United States af- 
ter receiving a green card, but Ronald 
Espinoza is different. A registered 
alien or green card holder in America, 
he could go to the United States any- 
time and even work there, yet he 
chooses to remain in the country and 
manage his own gas stations. 

At 28, Espinoza is one of the 
youngest franchisees of Seaoil 
Philippines, the country's first inde- 
pendent oil company and the first to 
specialize in biofuels. Espinosa 
owns not just one Seaoil franchise 
but three. 


From green card holder to gas station owner 


ESPINOZA 


Gas station business 

Espinoza entered the gas station 
business in 2004. After returning 
from the United States, this Univer- 
sity of the Philippines engineering 
graduate got interested in becom- 
ing an entrepreneur. It was then 
that his cousin recommended get- 
ting a Seaoil franchise. 

After speaking with his cousin, 
Espinoza called up Seaoil and he 
was immediately given the option 
whether to put up a new station or 
take over an existing one. Es- 
pinosa chose the latter and he 
picked а station in Novaliches, 
near TV station ABC 5. It was 
strategically located—in front of a 


market—with plenty of public util- 
ity jeepneys passing by. 


Biggest challenge 

Espinoza underwent a one- 
month training course with his crew 
at Seaoil Academy located inside 
the company’s Е. Rodriguez Avenue 
station in Quezon City. "The opera- 
tion is very simple,” Espinoza ob. 
served. “The biggest challenge is 
how to hire and keep good people,” 
he said 

‘The young station owner liked 
his business so much that barely five 
months after taking over Seaoil No- 
valiches, he got another station, this 
time a bigger one on Edsa, near 
ABS-CBN. Everything he learned 


from Novaliches he applied in the 
Edsa gasoline station and whatever 
extra money he earned from Edsa 
he invested in Novaliches. Within a 
year, both stations were already do- 
ing well. 

Another opportunity came to Es: 
pinoza last year when he was of- 
fered the dealership of Seaoil's Pasig 
Boulevard — station. Espinoza 
grabbed it and began operating his 
third gasoline station. With this re- 
cent franchise acquisition, Espinoza. 
joins the ranks of Seaoil dealers en- 
Joying the benefits of having multi- 
ple gasoline stations generating 
highly profitable revenue streams 
from ethanol-blended gasoline, 
biodiesel and Auto LPG. 
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The Best Selling Car in the World's Automotive History." 


From its debut in 1966, this model has sold over 30 million units worldwide. 


Now, it's even easier to own one. 
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Up to P70,000 TOYOTA SAVINGS PLUS for the Altis S. 


The Toyota Savings Plus 


Up to P50,000 Toyota 


Savings Plus for the ALTIS G, E, and J. 
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New fuel additive 


to 


By Charles E. Buban 


S PRICES OF FUEL CON- 

tinue to rise throughout the 

world, it’s only logical for 
motorists to look for ways to cut 
their consumption or at least make 
every liter of fuel count. 

Options abound including changing their 
vehicle's air filter, air intake as well as the 
exhaust system to the more inexpensive al- 
ternative of just checking each of ће гез 
pressure and make sure they are properly 


and equally inflated, 

Of course, there's also the use of fuel addi- 
tive that motorists often resort to since they 
are relatively inexpensive and they only have 
to pourit into their fuel tank. 

“The problem is not all additives are cre- 
ated equal and more often, no testing has 
been made to assure they really work, " said 
Dori James O'Neill, president and CEO of 
EYI International, a US-based company that 
recently launched a fuel additive product 
here. 

O'Neill explained that the Ultimate ME2 is 
basically an environment-friendly, fuel-en- 

NEW FUEL/B2-3 


WITH ANEW fuel additive 
product now available in the 
Philippines, Ultimate ME2 
marketers are hoping it could 
help the country зоме зай" | 
pollution problem. 
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эн таты 


- EI 
It's that time once again for you to bring 
your Hyundai vehicle to class for 


,, another year of great performance. 


Brake Fluid Level 
Brake Hose & Pipes 
Fuel Filter 
Fuel Leak 
Wiper Blades 

. Windshield Washer 
Fluid Level 

. Tire Condition 


HYUNDAI PARTICIPATING DEALERS: 


METRO MANILA 
Hyundl Balintawak 
Eg 7220032134, 
Hyundai Commonwealth — 2209388037 
081.2201 d iin 

Hyundai EDSA 

8822432, 

3822516 0 28, 


Dr] [E 10 


Hyundai E, Rodriguez Sr, Avo. 
71450, 72:2023, 721.4485, 


8. Brake Pedal 

9. Handbrake 

10. Aircon Refrigerant 

11. Seatbelts/Mounting 

12. Spark Plugs & 
Hi-Tension Wires 

13. Lights (All Bulbs) 

14. Headlight Focus 


Hyandai deron Avenue 


Hyundai Dagupan 
айт, 314381 


107576228880. 
Hyundai La Union 
1072 1128807 088, 
0972131 290 
Куша Noga 


10520821, 02 52048260, 
айап. 6660.48 11-0540, 
‘Hyundai Cabanatuan 

(064) 463 420, 04) 600-1057, 
(088) 3630088 


15. Engine Idle & AIC RPM 
16. AIC Filter 

17. Engine Air Filter 

18. All Drive Belts 

19. Radiator Hoses 

20. Weather Strips 

21. Charging System 


Enjoy Discounts and Freebies! 
Аз much as 10% otf on selected PMS parts. All with FREE Body Wash, Interior Vacuum and Tire Black. 


So come enroll your Hyundai vehicle at any participating Hyundai dealer and get the most 
out of your CLASS! Hurry, promo runs from June 11 to July 21, 2007 only. 


\ Por DTLNCR Permit No 2514. волов of 2007. 


Hyundai San Pablo 
(easy soa ата 

тла 

Hyundai Cebu 

(032 906 721, 0321245 1924 10 28, 
1032) 3637103, 032 345.4145 
MINDANAO 

“Бузова Cagayan de Oro 

(088) 8552403 1007 


TÄ 
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Drive your way 


(Giles daa 


HYUNDAI ASIA RESOURCES, INC. 
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HYUNDAI 
VEHICLES 


CARS FOR 
FAMILIES" 


The American Automobile Associ- 
ation (AAA), а recognized, non-profit 
automobile organization in the United 
States that provides services to its 
members such as roadside assistance, 
safety and legislative programs, vehi- 
cle repair and maintenance, and travel. 
and Parents magazine, 
named the 2007 Hyundai Santa Fe and 
Entourage as two of 2007's "Best Cars 
for Families." 

The 15-vehicle list, now in its fifth 
year, appears with detailed reviews of 
each model in the April issue of Par- 


services; 


„ents magazine. AAA's auto-safety ex- 


perts and Pareots' editors - who under- 
stand the wants and needs of families - 
created a list of sedans, economy cars, 
vans, SUVs, and crossovers they felt 
perfectly met everyday family de- 
mands, 

‘According to AAA/ Parents! judges, 
"The Santa Fe is packed with safety 
technology to protect your little ones, 
but the modest price tag leaves some- 
thing for their college funds. Electrons 
ic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) 
and side-impact and air bags are stan- 
dard, Nice surprises include second- 
row АЈС vents to keep your kids cool." 
After a road test with the Hyundai 
Santa Fe, Sally Lee, editor-in-chief of 
Parénts magazine said, "I loved the 
easy-to-read instrument panel, and the 
great storage space. Car seats were a 
breeze to install. Isa lot of car for the 
money - and stylish too." 

AAA\Parents' judges said, "No van 
has more standard safety features: 
‘Three-row side-curtain air bags, [eleo- 
tronic] stability control, and antilock 
brakes are all standard. So are the En- 
tourage's three-zone climate-control 
system, power windows in the sliding 
doors, а flat-folding third row, and all 
the obligatory storage nooks. You may 
opt for power rear doors and tailgate, 
leather upholstery, and wood-grain ac- 
cents, and still get the best value. 

Hyundai Motor America is proud to 
accept recognition from these two or- 
ganizations that offer helpful informa- 
tion and advice to Better the lives of 
consumers, The Santa Fe and En- 
tourage are great ‘examples of 
Hyundai's continued commitment to 
providing affordable vehicles with 
standard life-saving technologies and 
convenience features that every family 
is looking for: 

This commitment is being fulfilled 
in the Philippines by Hyundai's exclu- 
sive distributor im the country, 
Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. 
(HARI). The Hyundai Santa Fe and 
other top-notch Hyundai models are 
available in all certified HARI dealer- 
ships nationwide. 
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FRIDAY FUN. The Corrs-loving band Kaze at The Room Upstairs 


By Pam Pastor 


‘OU САМ CALL THE ROOM 

Upstairs a dream come true. 

“I wanted to create a show- 

room for my designs and to have a 

design studio,” says Pinky Peralta, 

who has been an interior designer 

since 1995. 

She found a beautiful space in LRI Building 

į on Nicanor Garcia Street, Makati, but realized 

"that it was alittle too big. She then decided to 

ask her husband Ari to help her turn the place 
into something more. 

“I asked Ari if he was interested in putting 
upa coffee shop." 

Thats how The Room Upstairs was born. 
Now, the place, which opened late last year, 
has become so much more than just a design 
showroom and a coffee shop—it із also a re- 
tail store and an events venue. 

‘The pieces of furniture and artworks you 
see inside The Room Upstairs are all for sale. 
During the day, clients come in to meet with 
Pinky (she has an office at the back) while 
other people go there to hang out, drink cof- 
fee, eat and read books. 

Sometimes, the lines blur. Clients end up 
hanging out and coffee shop patrons become 
clients. “One lady who walked in just to have 
coffee ended up buying furniture and later on 
asking me to design her house,” says Pinky. 

Companies have started paying attention 
as well, with some of them booking the place 
for corporate meetings, exclusive parties and 
product launches. 


The Room Upstairs 

is not just a hangout, 
but many cool things 
rolled into one—a design 
showroom, a coffee 
shop, a retail store 

and an events venue 


“We think they like the intimate setting,” 
adds Pinky. 

‘Art exhibits and photography sessions have 
also been held at The Room Upstairs. ‘The 
group exhibit of Jucar Raquepo, Jose Guiller- 
mo Naval and Vinita Karim called “Shifting 
Landscapes of Forms” is running at The Room 
Upstairs until July 21. And because Ari and 
Pinky want to turn it into a total arts venue, 
they've introduced live music as well. On Fri- 
day nights, the place transforms into a hot 
nightspot, with musical acts like Nyko Maca 
and Drip entertaining the crowd. 

For Pinky and Ari, The Room Upstairs isn’t 
just a business venture. “It’s a way for us to 
‘work together, to have our passions combined 
in one place.” 

Pinky uses The Room Upstairs to show her 
design skills, while Ari, a businessman who 


оме/с2 


MORE than justa furniture store 


(02) 772-4262 /7 
Gaunta oat 


OFFICE space. The Room 
Upstairs is also Pinky's office 


Face and Neck 
«aii» 
Laser IPL Hair Removal 
Í ALABANG Tel, 842-8484 , 796-7979/ 0922-8080716 


GODIVA Damper your sim.. { lem 
Warts Removal 

kaser IPL на Removal, ДБ!» 

|, MAKATI BEL- AIR Tel. 751-6140 / 0917 - 9649828 ртом 


Diamond Peel «т» 
FREE Post-ECT Cream, por area 
Valid until July 16, 2007 
SH FAIRVIEW Tel. 939 - 1105 / 0906 4765204 FESO EE) 


HACIENDA E 
PAVANA | S am 
Rediscover the luxurious lifestyle ofthe grandiose era. 
A 22-hectare lush leisure resort farm with 
Spanish-Filipino architectural inspired homes 


Project features and facilities include: 24-hour security, grand entrance gate interconnected 
‘water system, electric lines, cul de sac, plaza veranda with fountains streetlights 


Brokers & Agents are Welcome! 


Please call: MILROSE REALTY DEV. CORP, °° ai." 
-1697 LOCAL 102, 103, 109, 110 + 0917-8421091 /,0920-9524680, 
м аа У ин шава ig aes бы 


OAD UP AND WIN! 
Sa bawat load mo, 
may FREE DOWNLOAD na, 
may chance to WIN pa. 
Every week, 100 winners ng P100 load! 


So easy to join! 

‘Magload lang ng REGULAR LOAD 

at any Sun Xpress Load or card station. 

Sa bawot load mo, may chance kang manalo ng Р100 instant 
load. May mananalo aroweorowl 


RINGTONE? T ји 
BREAK IT TO ME GENTLY - MARK BAUTISTA 
MAGBAUK - CALLALILY 


oly 


{f For? 99 lod and below, yov get Y FREE download 
3 Eor P100 lod end cbovo you gel 2 FREE downlaod. 
Al voli loc? doy. 
Only hose who load up from June 15 to Aug. 24, 2007 
сте ented о avail of he promo offer 
т е 
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CELLULAR: 


PERDTINR PERMIT NO. 2694, SERES OF 2007 
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‘THE STAFF of Hula Hula entertain 


^, guests with 
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By Pam Pastor 


AY THE WORDS HAWAIIAN 
S food and a lot of people think 

pineapples. Lots and lots of 
pineapples. But that is not the case 
at Hula Hula Seafood & Barbecue 
House. Although inspired by the is- 
land lifestyle, you will find more 


than just pineapples at this palate 


paradise. 

‘The starters might leave you with no room 
for entrees—not with yummy Onion Rings 
and Calamari Totempoles, Coconut Shrimps, 
Island Nachos Platter and Crispy Salt and Pep- 
per Shrimp. 


One floor 


rom page Cl 
‘also dabbles in web design, uses it to share his 
;passion for food with other people. Ari be- 
‘eves the time he spent studying in France ex- 
‘posed him to good food. He then applied 
‘what he learned while he was studying in 
‘Canada and had to cook for himself. 
> All the items on The Room Upstairs’ menu 
'are his own recipes. 
2. Some of the bestsellers are the Open-Face 
"Roast Beef Sandwich (roast beef, mushrooms, 
‘sautéed onions, cream sauce and mozzarella 
‘cheese, P170); Smoked Milkfish Sandwich 
smoked bangus pate topped with cucumbers, 
tomatoes and lettuce, P100); Spicy Asian 

spaghetti with Chicken (chicken, tomatoes, 
‘onion, garlic, basil, chilies, olive oil, peanuts 
‘and parmesan cheese, P190); Spaghetti with 
`мабал Sausage (Italian sausage stewed in 
‘fomato and cream sauce garnished with moz- 
‘parella cheese, P190). 

‘Ari also recommends that first-timers try 

‘the meatballs, either as a sandwich or with 
pasta. 


Ati’s favorites from the menu include the 
Roasted Eggplant Panini (roasted eggplant, 
olives, marinara sauce with mozzarella and 
parmesan) while Pinky likes the Spicy Asian 
Spaghetti and Spaghetti Putanesca (toma: 
toes, olives, capers, anchovies, garlic, basil 
and parmesan cheese). Ari is also proud of the 
resto's fine selection of wines and the freshly 
brewed passion fruit iced tea. 

‘Things never get boring in The Room Up- 
stairs, even food-wise. "Our lunch and dinner 
menu constantly changes," says Ari. 

"Whether you visit The Room Upstairs for 
design advice, some shopping, а dose of art, 
coffee, food or music, there's no doubt about 
it, this place is worth a visit —or 10. 


The Room Upstairs at 2/5 LRI Building, 
Nicanor Garcia St. Makati, is open from 10 
a.m.-7 p.m, Mondays to Thursdays, and Satur- 
days; and 10 a.m.-12 midnight on Fridays. Vis- 
it www.theroomupstairs.com. ph. 

E-mail the author at ppastor@inquirer 
com.ph. 


ahula dance 


Stitch 
would feel 
right 
athome at 


Hula Hula 


HULA HULA offers 
alfresco dining 


‘The Happy Island Rolls are a treat for sushi 
lovers. Our favorites include Spam Soba Maki 
(slices of spam with soba noodles, cucumber || 
and mangoes rolled in nori), Adobo Maki 
(maki style bits of pork in adobo sauce, rolled Й 
in Japanese rice with mangoes and cueum- |, 
ber), Fried Kani Maki (kani, mango, cheese) || 
and Fruit Fantasy Roll (mango, kiwi, apple || а 
and kani rolled in nori). Д 
Bestsellers include Mess of Steaks (сот. || 


Bigger groups can enjoy the Luau 
Feasts—like the Balinese Feast Luau ; 
(pork, tuna and chicken sate, nasi Г. 
goreng, gado-gado salad and salt and | 
pepper red snapper) and Kilauea Luau 
Feast (yakiniku, crablets in bacon, veg- 
etable teppanyaki, turmeric and shayu 

rice and steaming hot bangus sisig), 
which is named after the most active 
Hawaiian volcano. 

Other must-try items on the menu 
include mussels and crabs cooked in 
various island-inspired ways, curry | 
plates and the seafood rice. 

As if the food is not enough of a 
treat, Hula Hula's staff occasionally surprise 
diners by performing Hula dances. 

Good food, entertainment, a relaxed atmo- 
sphere—island-loving people would feel right 
at home at Hula-Hula, Maybe even Lilo and 
Stitch. 


THE RESTO offers a dose 
of good seafood. 


F 


Hula Hula Seafood & Barbecue House is lo- 
cated at the ground floor of Shangri-La Май. 
Call 9103218. 


[eee BIG foot 
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СЕ, ТНЕ МЕМ ТОММУ 

Hilfiger watch, is a combina- 

tion of sporty and chic. A 
sparkling Swarovski crystal “T” is 
integrated into the watch design, 
embellishing the bracelet or strap 
where it attaches to the case. The 
white dial with minute track run- 
ning along the outer edge is en- 
hanced by a mother-of-pearl center 
zone detailed with the Tommy Hil- 
figer logo and flag. 

"The brand is also engraved on the stainless 
steel bezel. Ace is offered on a polished stain- 
less steel bracelet accented by enamel center 
links in black, white and pink. It is also avail- 
able in calfskin strap. 

The Remi watch, meanwhile, has a red dot 
that determines the hour while the revolving 
center disc with the red arrow shows the min- 
utes, This comes in either black or white dial, 
both with Storm logo with moving color strips 
above. 

Tissot offers an innovation with the retro- 
grade movement now gracing the popular 
PRSSI6 chrono timepiece. It is an unusual 
chronograph display divided into 30 seconds, 
with the sweeping second hand working anti- 

; dlockwise from 9 o'clock to return to its place 

1 automatically after a time lapse of two hours. 
High precision mixed with cutting-edge de- 
sign and exclusive technology marks this 
sports timepiece. 

From Red Square to your wrist, Vostok-Eu- 
rope brings the finest in automatic timekeep- 
ing. The Vostok Expedition series takes its in- 
spiration from the Expedition-Trophy, which 
is the longest winter off-road race in the 
world, 

These watches are available in all No Cur- 
few, Gift Gate, SM Department Stores, Rus 
tan’s Department Stores, Landmark Depart- 
ment Stores, Robinson's Department Stores 
and Sport Shops. 
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WANDERS is а one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills 


our best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 


It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 


to captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 


vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures, 
gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 


by flamboyant performers from China and Russia. 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 
Paranaque City, Metro Manila 
Ticket prices: P3000 « P2500 • P2000 • P1500 « P1200 


СР 
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Produced by 


CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL Fof inquiries contact telphone numbers (6321852-7758 


the show also highlights 


(Sony BMG Music) 
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NARUTO 


‘About: The debut album from the 16-year- 
old Latina-American is described in her bio as 
"filled with future hits, showcasing her skills 
as both a premiere vocalist and talented 
songwriter.” DeAnda contributed six of the 
CD's 13 cuts. 

Standout tracks: "Walk Away,” "When It Ё 
Was Me,” "Doing Too Much,” "Easy" 

Buy it because: This big voiced RnB 
newbie is one promising act. Her singles 


Maroon 5 
(MCA Music) 

About: Maroon 55 follow-up to their 
highly successful debut “Songs About 
Jane,” which produced the hits “Harder To 
Breathe,” “She Will Be Loved,” “This Love” 
and “Sunday Morning." 

Stand-out tracks: “Makes Me Wonder,” 
“Won't Go Home Without You,” “Nothing 
Lasts Forever," “Wake up Call" 

Buy it because: Maroon 5 makes а 
strong comeback with this album, which 


potential hits, this CD is worth your money 
and is sure worth the long wait. 


“Doing Too Much,” "Walk Away (Кетет. 
ber Me)” and "When It Was Me" have be 
come some of the most requested songs in 
local pop stations. The album evokes a 
young Selena with a little bit of soul. 


\ 
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Amerie 
(Sony BMG Music) 

About: Amerie's third album, which she 
all wrote and arranged. Has elements of 70s 
soul, '80s New Wave, hip-hop and live in- 
strumentation. 

Stand-out tracks: "Take 
“Crush,” "Crazy Wonderful” 

Buy it because: If you prefer a sexy pop 
R&B album, this should be it. “Crush,” espe- 
cially, shows great hit potential. Amerie, a 
Korean-American singer/actress, shows 
pride in her Asian lineage in her collabora- 
tion with Korean artist Se7en on "Take Con- 


Control," 


Enjoy capsule toys 
from vending machines 


TOY DISTRIBUTOR BAN 
Xee Trading has launched 
the Bandai and Yujin cap- .. 
sule toys, dispensed by 
specially designed 
capsule vending 
machines made 
popular in ‚зу 
Japan and ~ 
other parts of Asia. 

Bandai capsules that are 
dispensed by Gashapon ma- 
chines feature a wide- 


trol,” which is included as a bonus track. T 
D n 5 range of miniature col- 


lectibles and toys includ- 
ing action figures; cars; 
robots from Power 
Rangers, Gundam, 
Naruto, Dragon 

Ball 2, Masked ~~ 
Rider Роке- 

mon, Hello 

Kitty and Frog 

Style. 

The capsule machines of Yujin are called 
Gacha. They dispense capsule toys featuring 
different Disney merchandise such as “Toy 
Story,” "Winnie the Pooh,” "Mickey Mouse & 
Friends,” “Lion King,” "Lilo & Stitch" and oth- 
ег collections like Sanrio, Hello Kitty, Super 
Mario, Tomica cars, Real insects and Gold 
fish. 

Collections are easy to complete with the 
very affordable price of the tokens—at P50 


x Qoae, 


LTR TE AR EATS тта STIS sm meme 
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Stonefree 
(Warner Music) 

‘About: Stonefree's sophomore album after “Hibiscus.” The album is described as "the band's per- 
sonal challenge to itself as a group to go beyond their previous successful formula for good music.” 
‘The band members also hope to silence critics who say they are just another pogi rock band. 

Stand-out tracks: “Anghel,” “Tidal Waves, “Tadhana” 

Buy it because: There are only 10 tracks, but the album is stil worth listening to because of 


the band's improved sound. Definitely not pogi rock at all. GUNDAM 
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TOKENS and cars 
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When shopping is everything 


Get ready for the ultimate shopping extravaganza at the Hong Kong Shopping 
Festival from 30 June to 31 August, 2007. This year’s Hong Kong Shopping 
Festival is more exciting than ever, as it coincides with а host of celebrations 
marking the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of Hong Kong as a Special 
‘Administrative Region of China. You can also enjoy a variety of thrilling water games 
at the Wet "№ Wild Panda Mania Summer Splash with the new arrivals of the 
giant pandas "Le Le" and "Ying Ying" at Ocean Park! For more information, 
visit DiscoverHongKong.com 


ud m 


Visit Hong Kong Now 3D/2N fm USD259" 


* Roundtrip Economy Class air ticket 

* Hotel accommodation on room only basis 
Plus: Get a chance to win a Hong Kong package with a US$ 1000 credit on card to your Visa card, 
if you fly Cathay Pacific and use your Visa card (minimum of HK$100) in Hong Kong during the 
Hong Kong Shopping Festival period.** Visit www.visa.com.hk for more details. 


* Roundtrip airport/hotel transfers by seat-in coach 
• Other value added benefits offered by individual hotels 


ia 


CATHAY PACIFIC 


rer corr 7 
"General Conditions: 
Текеш mat be issued by 26 August 2007. Last outbound departure 31 August 2007 Tickets are no endorse, non-refundable and norerovabie 
Rete vod for exc NL сата, Rates do not Include taxes. Other germs and conditions apply. 


VISA 


prom 


For more details, contact your travel agent or Cathay Pacific Reservation offices - Manila (02) 757-0888, 


TOYCON Yujin / 
Cebu (032) 231-3747 and Davao (082) 222-8901 or visit www.cathaypacific.ph 
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EMBROIDERED shirt, 
P1195; embroidered 
jeans, P1995 


The Shop 
Shooters 
invade 
Solo's new. 
store in 


Trinoma 


OPTIC print tee, P745; white. 
shorts with braided belt, P49! 


‘TREASURE trove of fashion finds 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER bu 


EN ———— 
TTT NY Y (— 
Textus your feedback 


Inquirer Ме name/age/city[message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


TAKE THE ONLINE QUIZ AT WWWKSQUIZ COM.PH 


Join REFLECT YOUR KRZR STYLE Promo and discover your style color! Motorola and Folded & Hung are teaming up 
to bring you cool prizes - get as much as 40% discount from Folded & Hung when you buy your MotoKRZR K1 or K3 
phone at authorized Motorola dealers and Concept Stores. Also visit any Folded & Hung store to get a chance to win а 
‘MotoKRZR K1! Plus, you could also win more than Р1М worth of prizes when you take the online quiz at www K3quiz.com.ph, 


For more lormaton, ей us at 1-00 651-405 tor FREE ov our ws at отан conf. Prom’ Duan: Jun 15 o Jy 2007. a Pyer ard Tot Cards for mare ett. Por THC pari го. 2579 sais ot 2007. 
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BLACK foil print P695; plaid skinny 
graphic tee, P595; pants, P1,095; stainless V. NN 
skinny jeans, P1,295 steelnecklace,P395 — ^ 


SHOP SHOOTERS 


А HOODIE, P695; tank joa 
FELT graphictee, P575; | top, P325; skinny jeans, 


black shorts, P495 d P1,295; necklace, P245 9 TU EUR 


Text by Pam Pastor Ч 
Photos by August dela Cruz PO 


HE OPENING OF A NEW 
mall is always an exciting ~~ 
‘TUNIC top with silver experience for serious 
foil, P595; skinny jeans, ; shoppers. 
Р1,295; necklace, P395 à It’s a chance to mark a new territory, 
explore a maze of retail goodness, dis- 
cover new stores and brands, and rekin- 
dle relationships with familiar ones. 
Thats what the 2bU! Shop Shooters 
did when they invaded Solos TriNoma 
branch with owner Sheree Gotuaco. We 
found a treasure trove of cool shirts, hot 
denims and other major finds. 
Our visit to Solo told us one thing: Lo- 
cal brands are cranking the creative ma- 
chine and are churning out really good 
stuff, and it’s up to us to keep spreading 
the gospel GRAPHIC tee, P595; 
GREY hoodie with felt print, P1,295; d corded jeans, P1,995; \, 
GRAPHIC tee, P695; № black moth appliqué graphic tee, Visit Solo at TriNoma and at your other messenger bag, РБ 
skinny jeans, P1,995; P695; denim jeans, PI,995;stainless favorite malls. belt, P945 
necklace, P395 steel necklace, P395 


COLLARED tee, P575; 
shorts, P675; belt, Р945 


Те 7 JACKET, P1,295; 
€ ван ее, 
sa P595;studded 

Lu Jeans, РА 


аи 


TOOTHBRUSH print 

GRAPHIC shi graphic shirt, P695; 

skinny jeans, P1,295 skinny jeans, P1,995; 
necklace, P395 


New fashion 


GRAPHIC shirt, P595; 
skinny jeans, P1,295; 


OP FASHION BRAND 

] Bench recently unveiled 

its newest fashions at its 

flagship store in Ayala TriNoma 
in Quezon City. 

‘The TriNoma branch covers a 
total floor area of 1,050 sq m, di- f, e 
vided into chic little boutiques = 1 5 SIMPLE and 
that flow into and from each oth- easy-to-wear 
er for maximum shopping com- e pieces from 
for 

Each section is dedicated to a 
particular line, such as Bench, м h 
HerBench, Bench Time, Bench F в 
Body and Bench Overhauled den- | = З = 
ims , 2 ч || Че pray 

Setting the tone for back-to- | | С re Gr Q 
school shopping are such details - ч bo 
as the cool tabletop displays; ex- 


И for forward-looking 


down pendant lighting: and line- ү ИЕ 
specific statements boldly sten- у you ng peop le 
Фей on the walls (for example, i | 


“Frosh” for Basics and “Sorority” DIETHER Ocampo CE RETRO: CASUAL зайку of wearing a single 


Samuel and 
Kevin 


Lc characterizes the latest piece into multiple style 


‘The Bench show featured the ©: That's not just being fashion- 
latest in sporty day and night brands official endorsers—Di- baama Tha dabo ak 


Kevin, which has just opened its forward but it also affords con- 
wear. The styles were simple, ether Ocampo, Angelica Pangani- flagship store—its third branch sumers great value for money,” 
straightforward and striking, ban, Jay Cuenca, Alessandra De | —on the second level, Building See added. 
such as colorful gumball shirts, Rossi, Rafael Rosell, Mikee Lee BofSMMegamall. — ‘The collection includes pig- 
fruity graphic tees and not-so-ba- and John Mullally. < 3 “For this season, the fashion ment dye tees, linen cargo 
sic neutrals. Launched during the opening inspiration was derived from pants, printed tees layered 

Of note were the black and ofthe new storewas “Bench Mod- А retro casual and its ideal for with lacy camisole, indigo. 
metallic striped extra-long tees. е] Search,” a new reality-based the school season because the wash denim capris, camo cargo 
The glittering array of quirky ТУ show that covers the nation- style isa throwback tothe days shorts, and slim jeans with 
basics took turns on а red runway wide campaign to look for the when fashion was simple yet charmed steel belt. 
that ran down the new store's next top Bench model, The series easy to wear,” said Samuel and. Worldwide, Samuel and 
center aisle, forking into two starts July 29, 10:30 p.m., on i Kevin CEO Jong See. Kevin has more than 600 out- 

à. P ramps flanking either side of the ABS-CBN. For more details, log i "Our latest collection offers lets serving the fashion needs 

EXTRA-LONG tees entrance. on юш  wwwbenchmod- users the convenience and ver- of young people. 

are hot. Modeling the line were the elsearch.com. 
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GIORDANO uses fashion to help create a world without strangers. 


Fashion show 


INCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN 1981, 
S Giordano has successfully positioned 
itself as a cross-cultural brand catering 
‘to the young, stylishly simple set. Supported 
by aggressive retailing and consistent focus 
Топ simplicity, quality and service, the brand 
has expanded its international operations toa 
network of over 1,800 retail outlets in Greater 
China, Southeast Asia, Japan, Korea, Middle 
East, Australia, India, Canada, and, recently, 
7 in the United States 
Giordano has 36 retail shops and five sub- 
franchisees in the Philippines, and is expected 
to open two more by the end of the year, so that 
it would have a total of 43 stores nationwide. 
Giordano will show its world-brand status 
in the “World Without Strangers” fashion 


by global brand 


show, featuring its fall denim collection, on 
June 30, 6 p.m., at the Ayala TriNoma Май. 

As a world brand, Giordano has no center, 
knows no natural borders, is cross-cultural and 
owned by all consumers. Wherever you are in 
the world, Giordano is the brand for you. 

First launched in South Asia, Giordano's 
campaign aims to issue a message that is bold, 
yet friendly, and timely for an age of cultural 
amalgamation and globalization. 

"World Without Strangers" is а call for soli- 
darity among fellow human beings, spreading 
а message of peace, acceptance and open- 
mindedness—personal watchwords designed 
to remind one to step outside the box, explore 
the world and experience what life has to offer. 


The Pirates Are Here 


WATCH YOUR BACK 


SUMMER'S BIGGEST REALITY BLOCKBUSTER 
A Mark Burnett Production 


(Survivor, The Apprentice, The Contender) 


TONIGHT 9PM 
EVERY WED 
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Excellence. 


Four outstanding writers. Four exceptional articles. Four priceless awards. 


Philippine Daily Inquirer. Winner of four Jaime V. Ongpin Awards for Excellence in Journalism, 


To subscribe, call 896-6000. 
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‘Transformers’ 
‘Whether or not you followed 
the cartoon serios in the 
"805 and '90s, "Transform- 
ers" the movie will surely 
give yoy an adrenaline fix. 
The awesome CGI animation 
and comic timing of up-and- 
‘coming star Shia LaBeout 
are an unbeatable combina- 
tion, We heard that some 
audiences actualy applaud- 
ed at the end of the movie, 
as if they were watching а 
play. We promise its not just 
another boring cartoon re- 


Relaunch of Route 196 


We love unpretentious places that offer good food and great entertainment, which is why 
we've been loving Route 196 (formerly known as Inihaw Republic) in Katipunan. And 
bands obviously feel the same way, too. Just these past few weeks, we've gone there to 
watch great musical acts from Juan Pablo Dream, The Dawn, Hannah Romawac and 
Paramita to Kakoy and Johnnoy, The Spaceflower Show and The Ronnies. The garlic and 
cheese pizza and tinapa rolls are reason enough to go. Drinks are crazy cheap, too. 


Visit http//coolestbar.multiph.com. А 


Musicians making it big 
on MySpace 


Musicians who normally wouldn't be 
able to catch the attention of giant in- 
ternational record labels because they 
don't have the right connections or 
don't have droppable last names have 
started getting airtime thanks to 
MySpace and YouTube. We love how 
the Internet has become this genera- 
tion's great equalizer. 


UAAP Season 70 


Its the start of another ШААР season, and 
De La Salle University is showing all signs. 
of a strong comeback after a year-long sus- 
pension by ripping apart the UP Fighting 
Maroons in the opening game. However, 
while we love watching our favorite basket- 
ball teams, it's time to wrench our attention 
off the hoops. It's not the only UAAP sport, 
afterall. This year, try to support the wom- 
en's teams and other sports such as bad- 
minton, fencing, judo, chess and softball 


Wang wang weirdos 

Don’t you just hate people who use their sirens to bully people in trafic? For along 
time it felt like there was nothing anyone could do but gripe and resist the urge to hurl 
stones at their windshields. But now you can report these weirdos through RockEd's 
WangWang Patrol. Visit wangwangpatrol.biogspot.com. 
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YOU WILL LOSE EVERY THING 


' Harry Potter 
movie and 


book 
Potter fans can finally 
get their fix as the "Har- 
ry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix” movie 
hits theaters today, 
while the final installa- 
tion of the seven-book 
series, "Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hal- 
lows," will arrive at 
bookstores on July 21. 
Finally, we'll get to find 
‘out who RAB is, if Ron 
and Hermione will ever 
get together, and who 
will emerge as the final 
survivor—Harry or 
Voldemort. 


Discovery Shores Boracay 

‘Ask anyone who's stayed there—i's an awesome place to stay in Boracay. If you love 
hopping from restaurant to restaurant for good eats or hanging out on the shore with а 
drink but hate the noise and the drunken revelers, Discovery Shores is the place for you. 
Situated at the far end of Station 1, the place offers a glimpse of a quieter, more peaceful 
Bora. We also love the excelent service, reat eats and ultramodern accommodations 
(each room has a flat-screen TV and an iPod dock) 


Wii 

Nota gamer? The Wii might just make 
you change your mind. For one thing, the 
remote control-operated gaming set сап 
be used by several players instead of the 
maximum two as offered by most games 
‘on the PS2. The Wii uses more interac- 
tive games, so instead of sitting around 
and staring blankly at the TV screen the 
whole day, you're assured of alot more 
jumping and moving around when you 
play your favorite games. 


Paris Hilton 

At first it was funny—we enjoyed 
poking fun at her every time she act- 
ed lke a spoiled brat on “The Simple 
Life." Then tabloids glorified her ev- 
ery move and itle girls started 
prancing around in miniskirts, saying 
That's hot." The self-proclaimed 
heiress eventually went out of control 
їп several wild parties, culminating in 
her arrest for drunk driving. After 
this, several international news chan- 
nels spent hours covering her trial. 
But seriously, is she even worth the 
airtime? 
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SUPERSTARS like Sting, a vigilant. 
|. environmentalist turned up. 


SOME critics didn't 
think Madonna. 
shouldhave Ф 
performed. _ ~» 


ТНЕАТЕВ 
AUG 


2 56 8РМ 


GRAMMY winner John Mayer speaks with 
Tipper Gore at the New York concert. пли 12 
2PM 


= schedules 


to dhange s a ~ 


Choreography by Bam Damian, Alden Lugnasin & Jeffrey Espejo 
Guest Bonnie Pickard, Principal Dancer of Suzanne Farrell Ballet and Ballet NY. 
Libretto by Floy Quintos. An exhibit of Leonardo Cruz's oil paintings, 
chose Rizal, Mi Ultimo Adios” will be featured at the Main Theater Lobby. 


Tickets: ССР Box Office, TicketWorld outlets & Ballet Philippines 
551-0221/55 1:1003/832-6011 / Fax: 551.0144 / balletphilippines@pldtdsi.net 


LONDON—THEY ROCKED THE WORLD, BUT 
as the cleanup at nine climate change gigs 
around the globe begins, many wonder if the. 
galaxy of pop stars did much to change it. 

US and British media were generally under- 
whelmed on Sunday by Live Earth, the mega- 
concert organized by former US vice president 
and green campaigner Al Gore, which, though 
built on the model of Live Aid and Live 8, creat- 
eda less positive buzz. 

In Germany, however, newspapers were 
more upbeat about Saturday's gigs designed to 
pressure leaders to sign a new treaty by 2009 
that would cut global warming pollution by 90 
percent in rich nations and more than half 
‘worldwide by 2050. 

Several articles examined the green creden- 
tials of artists on the day, including Madonna, 
‘whose annual “carbon footprint” was estimated 
at around 100 times the average Briton's. 

The News of the World tabloid, Britain's 
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i"Transformers' morphs HARRY POTTER | HARRY POTTER | HARRY POTTER 
m 5 : AND THE АМО THE АМО THE 
uinto a money machine ORDER OF ORDER OF ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX ‘THE PHOENIX THE PHOENIX 
LOS ANGELES—THE SHAPE-SHIFTING ROBOTS OF 4 G G G 
“Transformers” have taken on a new form: Huge piles is 1:15,4:10,7:05,10:00 | 12:15,3:10,6:05,9:00 | 11:45,2:40,5:35,8:30 
of cash. 
‘The sci-fi saga “Transformers,” DreamWorks and | HARRY POTTER HARRY POTTER | 
Paramount's big-screen take on the Hasbro toys, debut- AND THE AND THE 
ed with $67.6 million in ticket sales in its first week- ORDER OF DIE HARD 4.0 ORDER OF 
end, according to studio estimates Sunday. That gave it THE "к PG13 THE oem 
1152.5 million since opening with preview screenings 1 ^ 
Home шона ај ~ - 1245340635930 1454401030 
Biggest ever MOVIES & SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
If the weekend figures hold when final numbers are 
released Monday, that would give “Transformers” the 
biggest first week revenues ever for a nonsequel, sur- 
passing the $151.6 million of 2002's “Spider-Man.” But 
factoring in today's higher ticket prices, “Spider-Man” 
drew more people in its first week, about $26.1 mil- 
lion, compared to $22.5 million for “Transformers.” 
The movie's striking visual effects and the Trans- 
formers brand—which debuted in the 1980s with toys, 
a TV show and an animated movie—proved irresistible 
for audiences, said Rob Moore, Paramount's head of 
worldwide marketing and distribution. 


Unique; compelling ky 
“Michael Bay created something visually that people у |, 
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jet plane flying under a bridge then flipping and turn- 
inginto a robot, those kinds of images people found in- 
credibly unique and compelling.” Я ORDER 
1-"Transformers” also took in $93.6 million in 23 oth- PHOENIX™ 
er countries where it has opened since June 28. ОА BRING x 
However, the overall domestic box office plunged. R ON. ЖЬ J 
‘The top 12 movies took in $161.5 million, down 23 á D ANG CINEPLEX 
percent from the same weekend last year, when “Pi- 9 в fet = » 
rates ofthe Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest" opened with 3 i HARRY POTTER ® 


what was then a record weekend of $135.6 million. ORDER ог THE PHOENIX 
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Another bigone а а pee 
“The good news is we've got another big one right ORDER OF THE енор Qasr 
around the corner with ‘Harry Potter,” said Paul Der- BIE HARD 4 вола 1059 5. 4:1 
„датарейал, president of box office tracker Media By . ee 

Numbers. “We should be looking at a strong midsum- стекнала 

‘mei boost that'll hopefully carry through to the end of 
summer.” 
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Wed,” $10.4М; 5) "Evan Almighty,” $8.1M; 6) “1408,” E [bs Slang Cs Diea M 5 

$7:1M; 7) “Knocked Up," $5.2M; 8) "Fantastic Four: à А Caes ше VA OROSII 

Rise'of the Silver Surfer," $4.15M; 9) "Sicko," $3.65М; r N 1 for more details. 

10) "Ocean's Thirteen,” $3.5M. AP 
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Underwhelmed 
by Live Earth 


From page El 


biggest-selling newspaper, detailed estimates of 
‘Madonna's carbon emissions from nine houses, 
a fleet of cars, a private jet and the Confessions 
tour, calling her a “climate-change catastro- 


The Sunday Telegraph quoted US reports of 
her alleged financial links to companies ac 
cused of being major polluters. 

Her spokesperson in Britain was notimmedi- 
ately available for comment, but in a statement 
appearing in the Independent on Sunday, her 
New York spokesperson said: “Madonna's 
agreeing to sing at the Live Earth Event is mere- 
ly one of the first steps in her commitment to- 
wards being environmentally responsible.” 

‘The negative headlines took some gloss off 
Madonna's widely praised appearance at Wem- 
bley Stadium in London, where she sang her 
specially written anthem “Hey You" before a 
raunchy performance of three of her biggest 
hits. 


Mixed messages 

The New York Times online edition on Sun- 
day featured a small picture of the event and a. 
headline linking to "Arsbeat Blog,” and in 
Britain only the Independent on Sunday made 
anything more than a fleeting г 
front page. 

But in Germany where Snoop Dogg was 
among the acts at the Hamburg gig, Live Earth 
dominated headlines. 

"The bottom line is that, if nothing else, the 
issue of climate protection was a lot of fun for 
two billion people for one day" wrote Bild am 
Sonntag, Germany's best-selling Sunday news- 
paper. 

Organizers say that in addition to the tens of 
thousands of fans at the gigs, the television, 
dio and Internet audience could be as large as 
two billion. 

‘Commentators noted the difficulty in marry 
ing pop music with serious themes like the en- 
vironment, 

“Mixing music and a serious message gives 
concert a clunky rhythm," was the Washington. 
Pose’ description of the Wembley gig, arguably 
the biggest lineup on the day that featured Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Metallica and the Foo Fight- 


were interspersed with long 
gaps, some of them filled by short films on envi- 
ronmental themes. 

Many were "on message,” calling 
on crowds from Sydney and Tokyo to New York 
and Rio de Janeiro to cut down on their person- 
al carbon dioxide emissions and recycle. 

Yet US comedian Chris Ro 
kind of disbelief shared by many on the day that 
Live Earth would make a lasting difference, 
even if he was only joking. He said in London: “T 
pray that this event ends global warming the 
Same way that Live Aid ended world hunger” 


MELISSA Etheridge 


PHILIPPINE DAY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 11,2007 


OPENING TODAY 
Tuli 


Stars Carlo Aquino, Desiree del Valle, 
Bembol Roco, Eugene Domingo 

Directed by Auraeus Solito 

Winner of the top plum in Cinemanila's dig- 
ital film fest two years ago, Solitos follow-up 
то “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros” was 
also screened in Sundance, in the out-of-com- 
petition section Spectrum, According to Ruben 
Nepales of the Inqumee: “Spectrum is billed as 
‘a tribute to the abundance of compelling new 
voices ... in indie filmmaking.” Says Robert 
Koehler of Variety: "(c sets up a heady brew 
of daring sexuality and ancient rituals that 
broadens Solito’s reach as a developing film 
arist” Andrew Dowler of Now:Toronto.com 
asserts; “Wordless passages, low-budget video 
visuals, sparse location sound and score en- 
hance the feeling of primitive cinema." Exclu- 
sively in IndieSine, Robinsons Galleria. 


Harry Potter and the Order of 


the Phoenix 
Stars Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma 
‘Watson, Helena Bonham Carter, Ralph Fi- 
ennes 

Directed by David Yates 

Pottermania reaches fever pitch this month 
as the fifth Hogwarts film debuts 10 days be- 
fore the seventh and final J.K. Rowling novel 
hits the shelves. Reports Richard Corliss of 
Time magazine: "Perhaps the best in the series 

„ће tone and palette are darker, the charac- 
ters more desperate and more determined. 
Playtime is over” Peter Travers of Rolling 
Stone comments: “A sense of foreboding gives 
the film a pulse-quickening urgency” Todd 
McCarthy of Variety opines: "Considerably 
grimmer and grittier” Kirk Honeycutt of The 
Hollywood Reporter rants: “Suffers from 
growing pains ... might go down as the prob- 
Jematic film, full of plot but little fun.” 
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FUN COUPLE Berenice Вејо and Michel 
Hazanavicius here to promote “OSS 117.” 


Прагу Patios 


бя, 


о Cinemanila deadline 

for entries today /F2 
Juday after 20 years 

in the biz Viewfinder /F4 


Why French Bond is ‘gay’ 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos courtesy of Martin Macalintal, 
French Embassy 


FRENCH FILMMAKER MICHEL HAZANAVI- 
cius doesn't romanticize Hubert Bonisseur de 
1а Bath, hero of his second movie, “OSS 117: 
Cairo, Nest of Spies.” 

Michel says, chorting, "He's stupid." 

"The director and his leading lady/girlfriend. 
Berenice Bejo, costume designer Catherine Serre 
and music scorer Kamel Ech Cheikh, are in Mani- 
lato promote the spy film, which will have local 
munin August. 

Based on a series of spy novels/movies, “OSS” 
wonthetop prizes at the Tokyo and Seattle Inter- 
national Film Festivals last year. In Tokyo, it went. 
up against Oscar favorite “Little Miss Sunshine.” 

‘Although its a satire, “OSS 117" is also an 
homage to the 1960s James Bond movies star- 
ring Sean Connery. 

“We sent [Sean] a DVD copy of our movie,” 
Berenice says. "Last Sunday, I received a message 
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Award- 
winning 
filmmaker 
says even 
Sean 
Connery 
doesn't mind 


from him on my answering machine (saying) he 
loved the film.” 


"What makes your hero different from James 
Bond? 

He's French. And he's stupid .. dumb, racist, 
sexist, homophobic. 


‘What was the challenge of doing “OSS 117"? 

The first was to make the audience laugh. T 
‘wanted to make a good-looking, smart, elegant 
movie for kids and adults alike, 


In the Adelaide film fest, it was categorized 
залута 
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“REMARKABLE! 


it will steal your heart." 
- Rex Reed, Now York Observer 
"TWO THUMBS 
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SHOWTIME 


Your life as a movie 
И 


Don't miss (ће most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 


Ногу peter 


Experience the movie's explosive finale 


n МАХ ЗО « 


Cinemanila deadline 
TODAY is the deadline for the submis- 
sion of entries to the 9th Cinemanila 
International Film Festival (CIFF). 
log on to wwwcinemanila.com.ph 
for details. 

Olivier Pere, artistic director of 
the Cannes Film Festival Directors’ 
Fortnight, has been named jury 
head for the Шез 3rd Digital Lokal 
category. 

The other jury members are 


ENTERT 


m= Рн YINQUIRER: 


ROUNDUP 


the Marrakech International Film 
Festival Foundation and Jens Peter 
Jensen of the Danish Film Insti- 
tute. 

‘The festival will run from August 8 
to 19 at the Gateway Mall, Araneta 
Center, Cubao. 


Digitized movies 

Warner Bros. Entertainment is 
going digital, transforming the 
complex post-production of new 
films and the restoration of older ti- 


NMENT 


WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 11, 2007, 


tles from the traditional celluloid 
process to HP's Media Storage 
Technology. 

‘The technology uses 4K Digital, 
the industry's highest resolution 
format for digital video, which has 
four times the resolution quality of 
high-definition television, 


Shining circle 
‘Who will follow in the footsteps of 


Palmolive Girls lya, KC and Heart? 
Fans of Palmolive Shining Circle of 


#знмю QC Nour-Eddine Sail, vice president of 


IMAX 


Tickets now available. 
SO (onday to Thursday, before Spe} 
F AOD (Monday to Thursday, Sm onwards, frin Saturday & Sunday. 
Holiday wal day) 
Те ой MAK н] 356 OH for inquiries andina. 


OPENS TODAY 


10 finalists April Ro- 
driguez, Meagan 
Musni and Nina Cal- 
dona can vote by tex- 
ting Shine Reg 
Name/Age/Gen- 
der/Address 
send to 2366. 
Just text Vote 
(Dload Choice/Con- 
testant Name) and 
send to 2366. One 
lucky voter wins 
P10,000 each week. 


Woody’s latest 
MADRID—Woody 
Allen said on Monday 
he hoped to create a 
portrait of the north- 
eastern Spanish city 
of Barcelona on par 
with his 1979 master- 
piece “Manhattan.” 
The veteran Amer- 
ican director said he 
aimed to picture 
Barcelona, “the same 
way 1 presented 
Manhattan to the 
word through my 
eyes." AP 
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‘There is a lot of spec- 
ulation that “OSS 
117" gay. 

Yes, Pm sure he is. 
But 1 think he doesn't 
know. There is a gay 
мау to read this 
movie. We pushed it a 
litde bit more. 


FROM THE DISTRIBUTOR OF SAM RAIMI'S “THE GRUDGE” & “THE RING” 
& JAMES CAMERON'S “THE ALIEN” 
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CRM What was it like 
working with Jean 

Dujardin? 

Heis considered the 
new Jean-Paul Bel- 
mondo. He has an un- 
usual gift as an actor, 
very funny in both 
doseups and wide 
shots—like Peter Sell- 
ers and Charlie Chap- 
lin. 


THE LAST NOISE 
THAT YOU'LL HEAR 
-ISTHE SOUND OF YOUR 
SCREAM, 
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stage. 
What is your next 


project? 

T just finished the 
script for the “OSS 
U7" seque "Rio 
Doesnt Cal Any 
тоге” It will be set in 
Ваш in the late 
1960s. We hope to 
start shooting by Jan- 
ary next year. 
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WELL, POOKY, NOW THAT LIZ. 


15 AROUND, JON HARDLY 
"AEN NOTICES МЕ. 


BABY BLUES. 


AT LEAST WE'LL NEVER. 
LET А WOMAN COME 
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BETWEE ... 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


Genie! ор САМ TURN 
People into GARGOYLES 
Witt BAD BREATH! 
THAT'S HoRRiBLE! 


NY ARE You SAYING 


“инат iF UNDeRNeATH ALLYHAVE You CoNSiDeRED| 


KIKO MACHINE 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


ag -MINSAN (16: ma PROF 
TALAGANG DENINS талу. 
TIPONG SOBRANG BAIT казе 
KATSOKARAN PAG NASA LABAS 
Ме CLASSROOM hehe. 


PATUNGO стрит 


LUST OF THE EYE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


MIKO, ' PAG MAGEARUN. 
FANG SUPER POWERS, 
мо єт Mo? 


YUNG ела TINURO ко 
Yuna ISANG KWARTO SA 
BAHAY NAMIN, MAAAYOS 
АТ MAULINIS МА 
MAG-ISA! 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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“IR CONDITIONER? 
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HOROSCOPE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You like to be sociable because you enjoy the com- 
pany of others. You're very avare of what others are doing: yet ironically, 
You're private about your own Ме. Partnerships favor you. Others value 
our friendship because you're loyal. You re а good planner. Something 
You've been involved with for about nine years could end this year, to. 
make room for something new. 

Birthdate f: Justin Chambers, actor; Sela Ward, actress; Lisa Rinna, ac- 


1 Poor box 
contribution 

5 Glowing coal 

10 Thomas Hardy 
heroine 

14 Jacob's twin 


15 French river 

16 Bruins’ home 
turf 

17 Coarse file 

18 Ross or Krall 

19 Speaker of 
baseball 

20 First hand? 

23. avis 

24 Boat mover 

25 Meeting plan 

28 Ale quantity 

30 Varnish 
Ingredient 

33 Missile shelter 

34 Fizzled out 

36 Piano study 

38 Second hand 

41 St Vincent 
Millay and 
Ferber 

42 Satelite of. 
Saturn 

43 Eye on the sly 

44 Hush-hush 
D.C. org, 

45 Ancient portico 

47 Large groups 

49 _ generis 

50 Alain's 
ginfriend 

51 Third hand? 

58 Seine tributary 

59 Tiger not to 
fear 

60 Pare 

62 Sao _and 
Principe. 

63 Unaided 

64 Abate 

65 "Мапа" star 
Anna 

66 "Unsafe at Any 
Speed" author 

67 Verifiable 
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1 — Lingus (Irish 
Sirine) 

2 Aspiring БА: 
exam 

з Sitcom set in 
Korea 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Focus on 


ress/IV host 
home and family to- 
day. Your domestic 
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you right now. Recent encounters 
with relatives might provoke 


changes іп how you want to do 
things. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 


May 20); Things are 


By Philip J. Anderson 


Portland, OR 


4 Celestial 
‘explosion 

5 Fabled cty of 

ld 

в Shearer of 
“The Red 
Shoes" 

7 Mental 
inclination 

8 Sea eagle 

8 Motive 

10 One-on-one 
Instructor 

11 Hosiery hue 

12 Skin opening 

13 Pageant 
adomment 

21 Hoodwinked 

22 San CA 

25 Ошайп tree 

26 Dons a belt 

27 "Maria." 

28 Turkish nabob 

29 Not working 

30 Breathing 
organs 

31 Dancer Astaire 

32 Hands over 

35 Lira 
replacement 
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starting to retum to 
past six weeks. You can relax now 
Ала breathe a sigh ot relief. 
Mercury, is now set- 
ting down in Its orbit 
to feel more in control of your е. 
You're not at the end of a yoyo 
Joly 22): Mercury has 
been retrograde in 
lays and goofy mistakes, as well as 
people from the past popping up. 


norma now. rs bean 
@ GEMINI (ay 21 10 
(rave (o ропи 
anymore! 
=. ign fc ks 
5 Your sign for weeks 
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pretty crazy for the 
une 20): Your ruler, 
Earth). This means you're starting 
CANCER (June 21 to 
‘That's why fe has been full of de- 
(Whew!) 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You're starting to 
feei more confident 
1н about your Ме. In 
m рап, this is because 
you're beginning to get some of 
your ducks in a row. Finally, you 
‘el you're In charge! 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Running 
into old (rends has 
made you think lately 
Moments like this are 
а really check. Because of this, 
you might alter your long-term. 
goals in some way. 


тост 


37 Tandem bike 

39 Point of 
contention 

40 Whiner 

46 Alley of note? 

48 Small island 

49 Luster 

50 Coeur d 1D 

51 Poker prizes 


52 Uprising 
53 Salinger thle 


gi 

54 Haclenda room 

55 Apple player 

56 "Dies _ 

57 Alther oF 
Kudrow 

61 Crooner Torme 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22) Old busi- 
ness that you've been 
rehashing with par 


ents or bosses is fi- 

nally settled. Now you fel you can 

Nov. 21): Delays in 

cation and schooling are finally 

shared property ог how you'll 

‘compromise with the values of 

someone else. You're ready for 
this, 

> lively now. You 

fee 1ке you've sur- 


vied something, And in fact, most 
otyou havel 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): In the past 
six weeks, delays, er- 
rors and mixed-up 


communications ^at 
work have been annoying. You can 
Test assured that these will reduce. 


о forward with more confidence. 
and fewer obstacles. (Great!) 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
travel plans, publish- 
ing, the media ог any- 
thing related to edu- 
over. Now you can move forward 
їп these areas with more confi- 
dence. 
SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
(e fine something relat- 
~Y ed to mortgages, 


22 to бес. 21): You 
might need to rede- 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan, 18): Discus- 
sions ‘with partners 


considerably. 
March 20): ` You're 

starting (o feel more 

оп top of matters re- 
ans, vacations, romance and 
sports. For some weeks now, 
you've been spinning your wheels 


© PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
lated to children, the 
in theseartas. 
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HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
8x3 box contains the digits 


1109. 
Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 


Answer to previous puzzle 
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POPULAR TV-FILM ACTRESS JUDY 
‘Ann Santos is marking her 20th year in 
the biz with a series of big bangs that 
started with an anniversary concert at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 


In her late 20s, she's won acting awards, 
chalked up a hit fim, “Kasal, Kasali, Kasa- 
Jo,” last year, and will star in its sequel, an- 
other potential blockbuster, this December: 

‘And she has a new ТУ soap, "Ysabella," 
plus a number of profitable endorsements 
to add to her nest eggs 

Even her personal life is fairly humming 
along, with the actress candidly sharing 
that she's happy with her fiancé, Ryan Ag- 
oncillo. 

Indeed, the only low point in her career 
these days is her insistence on singing and 
releasing albums, when she doesn't have а. 
good singing voice. 

We're glad that Judy Ann is flying high. 
After 20 long years of hard work, shes enti- 
tled to feel happy, fulfilled and richly re- 
warded for her hectic workload. 

‘However, we note some aspects of 
Judy Ann's acting career that she 
might pay more attention to, if she 
genuinely wants her next 10 or 20 
years in show business to be truly grat- 


Judy Ann Santos after 20 


VIEWFINDER 


Santos really hasa lotto toastherselffor: estor 


U. Torre 


ifying and dramatically enriching, 

People who've watched her from the be- 
ginning will recall that, in her early teen 
‘years, the actress’ best suit was her dramat- 
ically expressive eyes. On point of acting 
ability, she was no better than her young 
contemporaries. To her credit, Judy Ann 
persevered, while other starlets fell by the 
wayside. 

But her acting ability really got honed 
only when she started making movies with 
ace directors. Slowly but surely they raised 
the artistic bar for her in terms of challeng- 
ing roles, 

"That was all to the good, but we noted 
‘even then that the “quickie” acting habits 
she had picked up on television were diffi- 
cult for her to let goof 

То compensate, some film directors 
whipped up “pang-award” roles for her, 
movie parts loaded with “significant” and 
"relevant! dramatic elements. 


years in the 


‘The ploys were quite obvious, and we 
hoped that awards jurors could see 
through them—but no, the ploys worked 
and Judy Ann was officially cited as an ех- 
ceptional actress without having to give 
up her TVstyle acting 

We felt sad about this, because it could 
give her the mistaken notion that awards 
could easily be won if an actress would 
come up with only a facsimile of deep and 
insightful characterization. 

Ош hope is that, now that she's in her 
Jate 20s, Judy Ann has become mature and 
objective enough to realize that truly great. 
acting can't be finessed with cagey but con- 
trived character construction and dramatic 
“emotional blackmail.” 

In the off chance that this is indeed the 
case, Judy Ann should give her next truly 
significant бїт assignment the time, care 
and insight that her TV work has disal- 
lowed. In other words, she should no 
longer confuse her TV process with the 
deeper and longer preparation and intro- 
spection that truly outstanding film work 


requires. 

She should also stop overloading her 
*pang-award" movie characters with “sig- 
nificant’ conflicts and psychological tics. In- 
stead, she should look fora genuinely com- 


biz 


plex character to portray, and to give her 
next major dramatic assignment the time 
and emotional preparation it deserves. 

If Judy Ann is able to make that major 
shift, her next big anniversary in the biz will 
be truly worth celebrating because she 
shall finally become the “best” actress that 
she has too handily appeared to be thus far. 


Feedback 
From a “very concerned" viewer: “You 
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pus your feedbacle 
'elage/ciy message. 
lobe) or 283 (Smart) 


must write about some evening teleseryes 
that are so violent and disagreeable in the 
way they pit combative characters against 
each other. They scream loudly, insult each 
other from head to toe, lash out physically 
at each other, pull each other's һай, etc. 
What a terrible example of ‘adul behavior 
and relationships these shows are provid- 
ing to young viewers! Erring TV people, 
please be more responsible, and stop set- 
ting such a bad example!” 


NYOY VOLANTE CALLED ME UP AFTER 
reading my item about his ex girlfriend Nina's 


m=" Nyoy still loves Nina ‘very much’ 


‘Neo-soul,’ Pinoy style 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED 
“neo-soul” (or “nu soul") and why isit 
being associated with a number of 
Pinoy bands and solo artists? 

Tes a musical genre that fuses con- 
temporary R&B, 1970s-style soul, 
classical, jazz, and elements of alter- 
native-hip hop. 


Two new local 
releases prove that 
local talent is 
world-class 


“The alternative Pinoy rock scene 


ten to the keyboard-based grooves 
dripping with soul, reggae, R&B, 
funk, jazz, Latin and hip hop, as Es- 
calante breezes through songs of ro- 
mance and heartbreak with convinc- 
ing joy, disappointment, lust, loneli- 
ness and spunk. 

Though this may not yet be the 
work that would push Escalante's ca- 
reer to shine at its brightest, it should 
serve as the spark. 


blossoming friendship with the brother of her 
guitarist Рагав (Coy Enriquez). The guy is be- 
ing pinpointed as the cause of the spit-up. 

Nyoy sighed, "I dont know if thats 
true—l'd rather not know. I still love Nina 
very much." 

T could feel the pain in his voice. Pain can make. 
us do the most wonderful things sometimes, n. 
sure Nyoy will tum his pain into a haunting hit 
song. 


Another world 

‘Angel Locsin laughed off rumors that she 
flunked the entrance exams in London's Central 
Saint Martins College of Art and Design. 

"tn the first place, I am not taking any exam be- 
cause its not required for a crash course, she said. 
“I just want to immerse myself in another world 
for two weeks, Hope my detractors will give me a 
break.” 

After the ingrata issue which is totally untrue, it 
seems some quarters have been relentless in ty- 
ing to pull Angel down. But tough ladies like her 
easily pass the test of intrigues with “ala-Dama 
flying" colors! 


LA meeting 

Marvin Agustin texted me while waiting for 
his flight to the US. He is meeting up with Angel 
Locsin and her manager Be Aguila in LA for 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


уде found a demand among listeners who had 
deserted the FM band,” says ХЕМ president and 
CEO Raymund Miranda. "They wanted a unique 
sound and they were again looking to radio to be 
the music expert it used to be in the past.” 

Listeners have referred to it as chill out, trip 
hop, electronica, new jazz, ambient, lounge, 
eclectic and so on. The genre has found its way to 
commercials, movies like ‘American Beauty” and 
“Cruel Intentions” and TV series such as "House" 
and “Greys Anatomy" 

Tune in to 92.3 ХЕМ ог listen online via 
XSTREAM at http://www923xim.ph and be а 
partofa gathering storm. 


New album 

Warner Music Phils newest princess Kisha has 
launched her selftitled debut album. It fearures 
the carter single "Mahal na Mahal Kia" which is 
now enjoying favorable airplay: Most of the songs 
in her CD are composed by hitmaker Larry Her- 
moso (who wrote “Nanghihinayang” by Jeremi- 
ah etc...) Kishats soothing voice will surely en- 


has become so big, that I guess it was chant you like kisses on a rainy day. 


"705 influence 

One of the first few albums to be 
dubbed as neo-soul was "Baduizm" 
by Erykah Badu. Soon after, talk of a 
new soul revival was confirmed with 
the 1998 release of Lauryn Hills 
Grammy-winning album, "The Mise- 
ducation of Lauryn Hill." 

‘This was followed by the arrival of 
Alicia Keys, Macy Gray Maxwell, 
John Legend and Corrine Bailey Rae. 

Some of these artists were influ- 
enced by the 70s classic soul music of 
Stevie Wonder and Donny Hathaway. 

In the Philippines, the emergence 
of Pinoy soul which, like Pinoy rock 
and Pinoy jazz, is an offshoot of 
American and British influences, was 
discussed during the launch of Bituin 
Escalante's third and latest album, 
"Ur Love Thang" (independently pro- 
duced by her management, The 
ThirdlineInc.). 

“Some people are calling us the 
new alternative,” says musician-com- 
poser-producer Dan Gil, to describe 
the cult following that Pinoy style 
neo-soul has been receiving these 


justa natural reaction for some of us 
to explore other genres," he explains, 

Gil played a major part in the mak- 
ing of “Ur Love Thang," co-writing 
most of the songs and playing an as- 
sortment of keyboards (acoustic pi- 
ano, Fender Rhodes and Wurlitzer 
electric piano, Hammond organ, 
drum beats and synthesizer program- 
ming) that oils the music with energy 
and urban appeal. 

“This is as much as Dan's album as 
it is mine," says Escalante, after per- 
forming some of the tracks live at the 
press launch, 


No pretense 

The CD is remarkable for dropping 
any pretense of trying to find a Pinoy 
identity. The songs, in fact, sound so 
black and soulful that it's hard to be- 
lieve Escalante is singing them. (But 
one look at the CD cover should give 
you a clue that this Pinay must have 
Some Afro blood like Jaya.) 

Perhaps the point "Ur Love Thang” 
wants to make is that Filipinos are in- 
deed so talented as to be at par with 
the best neo-soul artists out there. Lis- 


Dignity and flair 

Similarly, the self-titled debut al- 
bum of Sinosikat? released by Warner 
Music Philippines might be a fine ex- 
ample of neo-soul. 

But unlike Bituin's singing, which 
hews closely to R&B, Sinosikat? vo- 
calist Kat Agarrado's style leans more 
into jazz. 

Iés an earthy kind of warbling that’s 
sophisticated at the same time—Agar- 
тадо tackling such touchy subjects as 
seduction ("Akin Ka”) with wit and 
poise. Even a track that hints of para- 
noia from drugs (“Praning”) is per- 
formed with dignity and йай. 

Agarrado's band, sounding like a 
jazz trio in New York City clubs circa 
1960s, delivers the goods, steadily 
guiding her to navigate a balanced 
lineup of English and Tagalog songs. 
Some of these songs, like the last cut. 
('Sino?"), reveal a playful, provoca- 
tive nature underscored by Agarra- 
o's full-bodied pipes. 

‘This is only its first recording and it 
remains to be seen whether 
Sinosikat? can go the full distance to 


past few months. 


‘The Good German’ 
The espionage thriller “The Good 
German,” directed by Steven Soder- 
bergh, takes place in post World War 
Il Berlin where US Army war corre- 
spondent Jake Geismer (George 
. Clooney) crosses paths with former 
lover Lena Brandt (Cate Blanchett) 
and becomes immersed іп a manhunt 
for Lena's missing husband. It also 
stars Tobey Maguire. 


‘Music and 
Lyrics’ 

“Music and Lyrics" 
follows former '80s рор 
star Alex (Hugh Grant) 

T. who gets a chance at a 

comeback when he's 

asked to write and record a song with a current pop 

princess. He looks to quirky plant lady Sophie (Drew 
Barrymore) for help in writing the song. 


stardom, 


‘The Pursuit of Happyness’ 
Father Chris Gardner (Will Smith) takes custody of 
son Christopher (Jaden Smith). They struggle through 
homelessness and other problems in 
а quest that would eventually make 
Gardner a respected millionaire. 


‘Ghost Rider’ 

Based on the fictional Marvel 
Comics character Ghost Rider, stunt 
motorcycle rider Johnny Blaze 
(Nicolas Cage) gives up his soul to become a hell-blaz- 


ing vigilante. 
‘Unaccompanied Minors’ === 
md 


"Unaccompanied Minors" is set 
on Christmas Eve. A huge blizzard У MINORE _ 


has shut down the airport and five 


Now 
ON 
, Disc 


unaccompanied minors are deter- 
mined to max out their holiday by 
running wild inside and outside the 
airport. 


the US premier oftheir movie "Angels." 

1 teased him. ‘Aren't you going to accompany 
‘Angel to London even for a few days until she gets 
settled for her classes?" 

Hereplied, “Bahala na. d really wanna do that 
but have to rush back home for taping.” 

‘Well... sometimes the best things are the things 
we dont plan. Looks like nothing can stop Marvs 
from falling a la London bridge whether Angel is 
in England or Manila. 


Reader’s corner 


Hi, Dolly! 
I chanced upon your column where you men- 


tioned the oftmentioned comparisons between 
Ryan Agoncillo and Harry Potter The local Poter 
fangroup (hap://wwwhogwarsphilippines.org) 
actually gave Ryan а Hogwarts uniform to wear, 
provided he showed up at the Phil Sci Fi and Fan- 


tasy Convention. And he did! 


A gathering storm 

Mega Manila woke up to a new sound on the 
FM band Easter morning of this year—the sound 
of chillout and house sprinkled with a mix of in- 
die and classic down-tempo music from the past. 
‘The station: 92.3xFM. 


Personal 


Birthday hugs to the charmant wife Lally of my 


tres sympa buddy Bernard Supetran. 


Email wateringholeshangrila yahoo.com. 


‘Pirate Master’ starts tonight 


By Dianne М. Villafuerte 


ALL HANDS ON DECK AS “PIRATE 
Master,” another reality television series, 
starts on AXN tonight at 9 p.m. A total of 
16 gutsy men and women live as pirates 
on a real ship and embark on a search for 
hidden treasure. 

Produced by Mark Burnett (‘Survivor,” 
“The Contender”), whom Forbes Magazine 
has dubbed “the most prolific, most successful 
producer of reality TV" the new show is host- 
ed by Australian-born actor Cameron Daddo. 
Inquirer chatted with Daddo recently. 


How is “Pirate Master” different? 

es а fantasy reality show. The participants 
will live as 18th century pirates on a real, 
moving ship in the Caribbean. 

"They have to find their own food and oper- 
ate and maintain the ship. 


What attracted you to the project? 

My love of the sea and fascination with pi- 
rates. My grandfather says our family de- 
scended from Spanish pirates who sailed 
through Cornwall in the late 1600s (laughs). 


How much is your involvement in the 
show? 

1 go to the ship every day and tell the con- 
testants what they need to do. 


How do you deal with the stress and excite- 
ment? 


HOST Cameron Daddo 

t drink beer (laughs). Being the father of 
three kids, 1 have developed a firm hand. The 
contestants know I'm there to give them in- 
structions. Iteli hem not to mess with me. 


What do your kids think of you hosting “Pi- 
rate Master"? 

This is my very first show that they can 
watch; the others [I've done] have a lot of 
cursing. 


